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QUESTIONNAIRE 


LM calling! 
Your chance to let us know what you 
think of the show so far 


TRAVEL 


Hitching 
‘The joys and frustrations of waiting for 
that elusive free lift 


REGIONAL ROUNDUP 


STATION TO STATION 

LM readers from around the country 
write in about what's happening (ornot 
happening) in their towns — including 
Lincoln, Rochdale, Norwich, 
Bournemouth and Oxford 


MAN IN A SUITCASE 

in Newcastle 

Simon Poulter packs his bags and visits 
the mighty city on the Tyne, where he 
gets himself involved ina fashion shoot 
and observes the late great Tube in 
action 
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62 
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TV/VIDEO/FILM 


Soaps —Part One 

Brookside, Dallas or EastEnders, 
they're all the same underneath — and 
most of us indulge ina twice-weekly fix 
of soaps. We take a closer look at the 
phenomenon with the help of a 
university professor and a 

Sun journalist. 


The LM TV advert 

Ever wondered how a commercial is 
made? LM spills the beans and blowsits 
own trumpet on the set of our own TV 
ad—PLUS an interview with its star, 
stunt-rider-turned-actor Eddie Kidd. 


Steve Bochco 

Successful writer/producer Steve 
Bochco, the creator of Hill Street 
Blues and LA Law, reflects on his life at 
the top of the all-important American 
ratings 


Giblets 

Trade secrets from Giblets, the young 
team behind the extraordinary Jackie 
Wilson Reet Petite video 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 
AClockwork Orange? 

Stanley Kubrick’s controversial classic 
disappeared without trace shortly after 
its release in 1971, never tobereissued 
or released on video. Why? 


SPORT 
Fencing 
One of Britain's fastest-growing sports 


Weightlifting 
A beginner's guide 





REGULARS 


UP FRONT 
News, comps, info, short words 










MONDO BIZZARRO 
Mr Minson goes in search of some ideal 
homes 


LETTERS 


WORD UP 
Lloyd Mangram dips into this month's 
massive mailbag 














HASSLES 
Your problems solved by L's agony 
uncle 


REVIEWS 


Films 

Oliver Stone's highly-acclaimed 
Platoon PLUS Michael Caine movi 
Half Moon Street and The Fourth 
Protocol along with No Mercy and 
Death Of A Soldier 




















Books 
‘War, war, war and the Ford Capri 


Music 

LM readers review the new U2 LP The 
Joshua Tree — PLUS reviews of the 
latest albums from Julian Cope, Mare 
Almond, Grandmaster Flash, The 
‘Thompson Twins, Hurrah, Comsat 
Angels 











Comics 


Videos 

The Karate Kid Il, Star Trek—The Cage, 
Pretty In Pink, The Return Of The Man. 
From U.N.C.L.E., Freddy's Revenge, 
‘The Adventures Of Buckaroo 

Banzai 


AND THE 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Your chance to advertise in LM for as 
little as two quid! 
























LETTER 
FROM THE 
EDITOR 


NOW that LM has been 
well and truly launched, 
Roger Kean has handed 
over the LM Editor's 
green eyeshade and 
moved on to pastures 
new within Newsfield 

‘The view from the 
Editor's chair is an 
exciting one. LM has 
found its feet, and 
developed a style of 
reviewing which, as of 
this month, draws on a 
huge team — our readers 

‘THE major event in the 
musical world during the 
weeks leading up to our 
press date was the launch 
of U2's new album The 
Joshua Tree ~ and 
breaking even further 
from the traditional 
approach to reviewing 
albums, we asked a trioof 
readers to supply their 
opinions on the vinyl 
masterpiece. You'll find 
these readers’ reviews on 
page 93 of this issue. 

We want to expand on 
this experiment, and 
would be particularly 
pleased to hear from any 
heavy-metal fans keen to 
offer their opinions on 
new HM albums — drop 
PaulStrangealineatLM's 
Ludlow address. 

‘And the LM approach to 
wider issues is 
innovative, too ~ so far 
we've looked at AIDS, 
sex, Gerry Anderson, The 
Prisoner and Star Trek in 
‘away that's allowed the 
magazine to establish a 
unique, multiple-element 
approach tofeatures (LM. 
19871). 

‘This month the 
problems associated with 
alcohol come under the 
LM microscope — and in a 
lighter vein we explore 
the reality behind the 
glamorous image of 
private detectives. 

‘No major changes to 
the look or content of the 
magazine are planned ~ 
we just want to develop 
the strong points, and 
involve more of our 
readers in the production 
of the magazine. 

‘The first step to take 
(unless you're a heavy- 
metal fan keen to write 
comments on your kinda 
songs!) is to fill in the 
questionnaire that starts 
on page 11 of this issue. 

And if a friend reads 
your copy of LM, make 
Sure he or she sits the LM 
exam as well. We're 
waiting tohear what YOU 
would like us to write 
about in YOUR magazine. 

GRAEME KIDD 


6 0 LM May 1987 























is arare species 
of yucca plant — it’s 
also U2's sixth LP. 
And it’s already a 
sensation. 

Rarely has a group 
looked so 
unattractive ona 
record sleeve, but 
rarely hastherebeen 
such a hullabaloo 
about a new record. 


ALSO went straight into 
the American charts at 
Number Seven. 








... ACCOUNTED FOR 
onein four albums bought 
during the week 
beginning 9 March. 

















...KEPT 
APPROXIMATELY a 
thousand people awake 
onthe night of Sunday 8 
March so they could beat 
Tower Records in 
Piccadilly Circus, London 
at one minute past 
midnight on the Monday 
morning. They were the 
first people legally able to 
buy the album, before any 
other store opened up. 

















The Joshua Tree 








... WENT PLATINUM 
(300,000 copies) within 
two days of its release. 














. NOTCHED UP THE 
largest figure for first 
week album sales in the 
Gallup chart’s history. 





EVEN HAD a full 
page advert placed on 
Page Four of The 
Independent newspaper. 








... UNSURPRISINGLY 
WENT straight to the top 
of the British charts, but 





1S NOT a bad album. 
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job as Editor of Crash. 
He'll carry on writing for 
pees 
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fanzinesimply entitled U2 | U2 World Service, POBox 
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Rocky road to stardom: Terence Trent D’Arby 


/A sure bet 


The voice 


of the Eighties 


TERENCE Trent D'Arby 
is the hippest new thing 
onthe music scene~'THE 
great soul voice of the 
Eighties’, ashe’shailedin 
some quarters of the biz. 

But the 25-year-old 
New Yorker took an 
unconventional route to 
popstardom. Aftera strict 
religious upbringing (his 
dad was an evangelical 
preacher and refused to 
allow pop music in the 
house), he took up 
amateur boxing. 

I got into it because I 
was being bullied a lot,” 
he admits. ‘Iwas brought 
up ina very macho, 
chauvinistic society — 
eventhegirlsbeatme up.” 
‘Thencamea short spellin 
Elvis Presley's old US 
Amny regiment (this boy's 
got pedigree). 

‘That career ended 


when D'Arby went 
AWOL, only escaping jail 
thanks to a crack lawyer, 
From there he was left to 
pursue his original ideal ~ 
making rather fine soul 
And that's what he's 
doing now. The follow-up 
to If You Let Me Stay is 
due out in May, with his 
debut LP following in 
July. Butin case you can't 
wait till then, the D'Arby 
vocal cords are being 
flexed as support to 
Simply Red's UK/ 
European tour and it 
shouldn't be long before 
he’s headlining his own 
string oflivedates. You're 
strongly advised to be 
there... orbea 
completely ungroovy 


(shut up, Jools—you'llget 
us the sack) 
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to compete with Fleet pandering to ‘the kids’ in 
Street's tackier elements. familiar Fleet Street 


And ‘a Sunday maga 
look at without even 
bed...’ 











THAT'S how coeditor news, views, lifestyle 
Janet Street-Porter features, fashion and 
describes Network 7,a information. 
new Channel Four show _‘Transmitted live from 
aimed mainly at 16-to-26- its own specially-con- 
year-olds, which structed ‘high-tech 
promises to bring a squat’ in London's 
refreshing new lookto Docklands, the show will 
TV's current-affairs be presented byateamof 
coverage. journalists. 
‘Theshow,aseriesof22 Each programme will 
two-hour programmes feature a main news: 
starting on 3 May, is one story, reports from around 
of the most ambitious the country and a regular 
projects ever attempted gossip spot. 
OnTV.It'lirunfromnoon —_Couldit, too, threaten 


to 2pm on Sundays, the conventional Sunday 
LM Nay 1987 offering a mixture of papers? 








difference 


fashion, News On 
Sunday will be running a 
regular two-page music 
section, 

But we can expect more 
than the usual mix of 
gossip, hype and 
rehashed press releases; 
music editor Sheryl Garrat 
promises tobe ‘rooting for 
the music fan rather than 
the record-company 
publicist’ 


TO PROMOTE the paper 
and raise money for the 
anti-apartheid 
movement, News On 
Sunday is organising a 
series of gigs in 
conjunction with Artists 
Against Apartheid, The 
first of these, featuring 
‘The Communards and 
‘Terence Trent D'Arby, 
took place at London's 
Royal Albert Hall on 15 
April, and there'll be 
another major event at 
Manchester's Free Trade 
Hall on 24 April 

Also scheduled are: 


Bongo Go disco and the 
London School Of Samba: 
Triangle Club, 
Birmingham, 17 April 
Whippersnapper: Biko 
Bar, Lanchester 
Polytechnic, Coventry, 25 
April 

Defector 3: Highfield 
Workshop Centre, 25 
April 

End Of Chat and Two 
Nations: University Of 
Birmingham, 2 May 


ine you can 
Paving your 


Janet Street-Porter of 
Channel Four's Network 7 
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A music mag on 
your Spectrum 
screen 


NOW Sinclair Spectrum- 
owners needn't get their 
fingers dirty ~ Shake is a 
new music magazine 
which offers an exciting 
and ink-free alternative to 
the pop press. 

Shake.comes in 
cassette form — you 
simply load it into your 
computer's cassette deck 
and then, following the 
clearinstructions, youcan 
look through the 
magazine's ‘pages’ 
‘There's news, reviews, a 
crossword (with the grid 
wiped clean every time 
you reload), letters and 
interviews. 

Side Two usually 
profiles an up-and- 
coming band. A picture 
and information appear 
onscreen; meanwhile the 
tape plays an interview 
with the band and 
snatches of their music. 

Keith Carter, one of the 
brains behind Shake, says 
the potential of the new 


people with Spectrums, 
he says. ‘Many of those 
machines have been 
shoved into the attic, but 
that’s because people 
have become so bored 
with computer games, 
Hopefully, Shake will 
persuade them to get 
them out again, 

"We hope to be up-to- 
date’, Keith continues, 
‘but Shake also has a 
collectable value — you 
should be able to keep 
going back to it for 
months,’ 

Copies of Shake are 
currently available by 
mail order only, but 
publishers Keep 
Publishing Ltd are 
negotiating a distribution 
deal to get the tape into 
the shops: 

Shake is published 
fortnightly, and costs 
£1.99 an issue from Keep 
Publishing Ltd, Suite 3.2, 
Epic House, Charles 
Street, Leicester LE1 
3SH Tel: Leicester 
511734, 
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The Martians 
have banded 


WORCESTER PARK is a 
quiet, almost sleepy, part 
of southwest London's 
sprawling suburbia. Butit 
holds a sinister secret —a 
clandestine Martian 





Primitive Records 
through Oasis), is a vocal 
version of the Captain 
Scarlet And The 
Mysterons theme. 
According to The Trudy's 


organisation Richard Targett, it 
masquerading asarock | ‘features Full Automatic 
group called The Trudy. | Oscillation —a new 


Probably as the start of 
some evil plot ta take over 
the world, a curious 
"Trudy' package arrived 
in the LM office. In it we 
found a cardboard cutout 
of Gerry Anderson's 
Captain Scarlet, a ‘Build 
Your Own Thunderbird 1° 
kit (which has kept Curtis 


recording technique 
conceived on the planet 
Miron (near Mars) 

‘The seven-piece band 
should be on theroad this 
month on their Hypnotic 
Space Ray Tour, so should 
you suddenly find 
yourself in a state of 
extraterrestrial hypnosis, 


‘Supermarionation’ it may have something to 
Hutchinson quiet for do with The Trudy 
days) and... asingle. playing your town. You 


This, The Trudy's 
second release (on 


have been warned 
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Prisoner 
releases 





gangetat Heries to epics 
Yob lit Sttomible Viking deeds 
and there's everten 


angling yam! 
Brute! is a snarling, ‘The two satirists have 
sneering, powerful, been independently 
passionate beast of a producing books and 
book. But don't worry if magazines for years, but 
you're not tooliterary, _this set of ‘classified pulp 
‘cos it's got pictures, lots nasties’ is the first to get 
ofbig type, andsomeof —_ wide distribution 
y the stories are only about _‘I suppose it's parody 
ee lead five wordslong!Evenyou and satire,’ explains 
uo su ewan? TV-soaked philistines Malcolm Bennett, ‘but it 
from the ‘short-attention- represents everything 
span generation’ should that’s wrong with our 
be able to cope with that, culture. Number Six in the surreal 
‘Authors Malcolm ‘Our hook is an wonderland of the Village 
Bennett and Aidan insidious disease,’ adds continue to baffle and 
Hughes tread thin line coauthor and illustrator intrigue fans of the Sixties 
between macabre Aidan Hughes helpfully, series The Prisoner, as we 
yobbish machismo and _‘and it should be treated reported ina special LM 
literary genius, in aquest as such.’ He’s joking of Issue One section. General; the other has 
to revive the art of course, but he does have Now Channel § is Many Happy Returns and] 
storytelling, They skilfully a point ~ these releasing all 17 episodes Dance Of The Dead. 
parody everything from publications are not for of The Prisoner on video, —_For further information 
Western tales and the squeamish... orthe || | andthereare more clues on The Prisoner, send an 
stupid. —thoughnosolutions—in SAE to Six Of One, the 
Brute! is published by the two latest tapes, for Prisoner appreciation 
Everything wrong with our schere Books and costs a || | saleat£9.99each.One —_ society, at PO Box 66, 
culture: Brute authors Malcolm Tere £1.95, Buy it or bea || | tapehastheepisodes The Ipswich IPZ 9TZ. Be 
Bennett and Aidan Hughes complete minge-bag Schizoid Man and The seeing you! 














students getscholarships | American universities 


—s 
.- 
n MeE | teste vary, but usually the 
hopestoeventuallysetup | minimum requirements 








Sports scholarships — the score _| =: equivalent CSE Grade 
It's not all fun and Ones (or a Leaving 
Founder Ron Walke: (second from left) launches the Sports | establishments offer ‘The man behind the The SSF will also offera 
‘Scholarship Foundation scholarships, and the SSF | SSFis Ron Walker, himself | year-round information 
Sojustinreespenswilbe | Wit acd 


Applicants should be 
between the ages of 18 
and 24, talented in sport, 
competitive, and with the 
necessary academic 
qualifications. Entrance 
requirements to 
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THE WORLD’S FIRST 
EVER LM READER 
QUESTIONNAIRE 


Why not sit the LM multiple-choice 
examination — after all, you already 
know the answers, so you're bound to 
pass! 

WE WANT TO KNOW WHO YOU 
ARE AND WHAT YOU THINK OF US. 

So let's hear your comments, 
criticisms, suggestions and opinions 
on the issues you've read so far. 


So get toit. Sharpen a pencil—well, 
aczually we'd prefer you used a 
ballpoint, and you can’t sharpen 
them, unfortunately — spend a little 
time checking through the next four 
pages and then send them offtous at: 


Questionnaire 

LM magazine 
FREEPOST 

(no stamp required) 
Ludlow 

Shropshire SY8 1BR 


You don't even have to use a stamp. 
If you don't want to tear your copy of 
the magazine, by all means send usa 
photocopy of your answers — and if 
other people read your copy of LM 
why not get them to fillin a photocopy 
of the Questionnaire? 





And £100 WORTH OF PRIZES are 
waiting to be won by lucky 
candidates entering the LM 
examination. Each completed form 
we receive by 21 MAY willbe entered 
into a draw. 

The first set of answers out of the 
legendary LM empty bin-liner bag 
earns its sender £50 WORTH OF GIFT 
TOKENS that can be exchanged at any 
branch of W H Smiths. 

And five more lucky winners will 
receive £10 worth of gift vouchers. 

Completing the exam paper is easy 
— all you have to do is CIRCLE THE 
NUMBER OR LETTER 
CORRESPONDING TO YOUR 
ANSWER to each of the following 
questions. If you make a mistake, 
simply fill in the circle and ring the 
answer you really wanttogive... as 
in this example .. . 

EXAMPLE FOR THE DULL-WITTED: |For otticeuse 


3 


4) Are you: 1 
Male 1 

Female 2 

2) Please tell us how old youare: | 2 
Under 15 
15-19 





4) Are you: 
Male 
Female 


AND NOW FOR REAL 


20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35 or over 


onauns 
















Questionnaire 


It’s the only exam 
you CAN’T fail! 


4) Please state your ocoupation (please be as 
Speci ns posable, and give your ob te 
Posse wre 





4) Are you self-employed? 
Yes 1 
No 2 


you are not the head of your household, 
please state his/her occupation. 


5) What is your marital status? 
Sing 

Marea 

ting together 
Dworead 
Separates 
Wome 


{Are there any children of your own or of your 
partner ving with you? 

vee 1 

te 2 


WF No please pease goto Question 7 
\t'¥er plage spect how mary 


7)Do you lve with your parents? 
Yee 7 
te 2 


8) What kind of accommodation do you live in? 
Home owned by you or parents 

Cowel tenant 

Prato tenant 

Omer 

Other please specity 


9} Do you intend to buy your own home in the 
fpext six months? 


Don'ttnow 3 


‘on average how many people INCLUDING 
‘YOURSELF read or look at your copy of LM? 
One 

Three 

Sa 

Seven 

Eg 

Tonormore 

Tan or more please speity how 


414) Which of the folowing editions of Lm have 
Yyouread or looked at? 

Feu Zero feonesmartary ection with 

lk cover ‘ 

Iesve Ooo 

lesue Three 
tenue Fou 


4112) Do you find it easy to get a copy of Lm? 


te 2 
Vanes 3 





10 


1" 


2 


13 


“ 


+11b) Where does your newsagent normally put 
copies of LM? 


(RE: Rilogy Maker Sounds ete) 1 
By the pop-music glosses 


(Wert Sash tc) 2 
By the sty ragazines 

(the Face tec) a 
8 young gts’ magazines 

Caches cu 4 
(hora Wma» On ot) ‘ 5 
By ther Newstot ios 

(Crash Zap! oa ° 


Esownero 
1 'Bsewnore pleas specity where 


414c) Do you think that Lm is written for: 
Males 1 


Feraies 2 
bon 3 


{<9 Whichage group doyouthink ais aimed 


Under 156 
17 
1720 
2035 
25.30 
50.38 
Over 350 


And now some 
questions on how 
you spend your 
money... 


412) First, would you mind giving us some idea 
of your average weekly income? 


Under £30 
En1-880 
51-8100 
Sy01e150 
e510, 
201-250, 
251-6300, 
‘More tran £300 


413) On average, how much do you spend on 
‘entertainment per woek? 

Include sportand gambling, BUT NOT DRINKS 
eset 85 

fs.t9 
soe 
eisc18 
fase23 
Sse 
fa690 
rt 
£50 ormore 


414) Onaverage, abouthow much do youspend 
‘on drinks per week? 

{Please include drinks which you buy to drink 
‘athome) 


ss09 
soci 
S15-619 
fone 
25.029 
20-899 
ea0-688 





8 


6 





1° 


21 





+15) What do you normally drink? 


i 
j 


1 Other, please spect 


416) About how much do you spend on clothes 
per month? 


Loss nan £5 
5-09 
e1oge 
ase 
oes 
ese 
foe 
Eas-099 
40-049 

Es ormorw 


16a) Where do you buy most of your clothes? 
are eal chains 
(as, Woolworths te) 1 


igh treet aston stores 
(hea, Top Man, te) 2 
‘Specast fashion shops 3 
‘imbie sles 4 
Other 5 


416b) Do you prefer reading about: 
Goes yu can buy the high-street 
‘Shanes made ron designersthat 
ontoomatyendupinineron set 


47) During the last year how much did you 
‘spend on records, tapes and compact discs 
{including blank tapes)? 

Noting 

as than £5 
a 
e10-t19 
008 
eo0-839 
e849 
ss0-e8e 
e068 
S70. 


stat wey roi note 
Hatteteerne renter 
Gonainoaeoetace 
co 

ce 

on 
Eee 
a 

cas 
ee 
ae 
S 

Sis 

= 

re 

a 

Fe ae 








417b) Do you preter reading about either: 
Wal-known groups who have records 
Sma groups whoaretryngtomakert 





DEES ELON TR 










































‘17c} Name one music group or artist that you 
‘would ike to see Lm do a feature on: 


174) Roughly how often do you attend a live 
concen? 


(Once a week ormore 
‘hee amon or more 
Four tines a yar or more 
Twice a year ormore 
Once a your 

ties han once year 
Nowe 


{Te} Roughly how often do you goto the 
ld Bache 


Gren a week oe more 
(nce amen or more 
Fouts a oar or more 
Twice a year or more 
‘rca ayear 

Never 


179 Do you preter reading about ether 
Famstare 
‘Treveccine being thet 2 


17g) What was the last film you saw? 


17h) Which recent or forthcoming film would 
you like to see Lm do a feature on? 














171)Is the computer coverage in LM sulficient 
atthe moment? 


vo 2 


17))D0 you own a computer? 





Spectrum 48 0 128, 
Conmadore C16 or C8 
‘Aso 484,664 or 128 
ac 
Otter 
N'Oter please specty 


417K) Do you intend to buy a computer in the 
next six months? 


Ne 2 


17) Do you read: 
Zaph 64 1 
oar 2 


{7m youreadither of those magazines, did 
Youlrathearsbout a trough 
no 2 
Dentro 3 
170) Did you see the complimentary issue of 
‘um withthe black cover given free with Zeap! 





Gt and Crash lat December? 
no 2 


24) How often do you use the following 
‘of public transport? Please tick the box which 
‘most closely corresponds. 








7 


ua 


142 


a 


2 





170) If'Yes’, did you start buying Lm because 


You tked the complimentary issue? 
ne 2 


19 During ha last 12 months abouthow much 
SRyoussendonbockfnckngtextooks? 


ating 
eas han £5 
a 
soci 
ese 
20.82 
ssc 
c40-e89 
Es0-859 
00-809 
f7o.ormore 


18)e you participate in sport? 
Yes, often 
Yessometmes 2 


18a) Do you attend sporting events as a 
spectator? 


Yes, oten 1 + 
Yor. sometimes 2 


18b) Please list below your three favourite 
‘sports in order of proferenc 


18) D0 you prefer reading about 
Wolrknown parts 

Unknown ut up-and-coming oats 
personas 


419) How many cars do the people in 
feheohol ae? er 


oe. 
Two 
Three 


22) Do you own your own car? 
No 3 


21) Do you intend to buy a car in the next six 
months? 


Ne 2 
Don't know 3 


22)How many motorbikes dothe people inyour 


household have? 
None 

oe 

Tree 

Four er more 


23) Do you own your own motorbike? 
Yor: more than one 2 
ne 4 


We would like to ask yousome questions 
on transport 











Bey | ER] See | Oe OT nw 














Natoral buses coaches 
















Underground 
































a7, 


1 








25) Do you have any ofthe following tems in 
your home at the moment? 

Cassette recorder or Wahman 
Compact player 

Colour 

{Galor TV wi tlt tcity 
Video recorder 





26) Doyouor your householdintend tobuy any 
of the following items In the next six months? 
Storeo syatemvrecore payer 

CGassote corde or Wakman 
‘Compact ce player 

Goin TV 

Cour TV with tito acy 
Merecomputer 


26a) If you have access to a video recorder: 
haveL'sreviewsinfluencedyouwhen hiring 


No 2 
Don't snow a 


26b) If you have access to a video recorder: 
how often do you rent or buy prerecorded 
tapes? 

Twoetimesawoekormore 4 

Once a week ormore 2 

‘Once amon or more 3 

{ess than once amonth 4 

Never 5 


27) Do you have a bank account? 


no 2 
28) Do you have @ cheque card? 
Yes 
te 2 
29) Do you have a credit card(s)? 
No 2 
{tN pase go to Question 90 
Ye, wie: 
Acces 1 
Visa 2 
‘Amoncan Express 3 
Omer 4 


Omer, please specty 


RUE La ews bn 
"way rom home of longer than four nights)” 
Yes; mere than one 
: 


11M’ pease goto Quentin 32 


31) What type of holiday id you tke? 
Package win tov operator 
Flontony independent hckdey 2 


32) How often do you visit ahealth-food shop? 
‘Once a week armare 

‘Once a mann or more 
Four tins oar or more 





93) Howotten do you buy takeaway food ortast 
: )youbuy takeaway 


Every day 1 
Three times a wookormare 2 
nce a Wook a 
‘Ghee amen or more 3 
ny occasion 8 
Never ; 

Tove please got Question 35, 


24) Which ofthe folowing takeaway/tat-food 
‘chains do you regularly use? 
Mebonaise 

Winey 

ent Fried Chicken 
Pasa ut 

Pazaand 

Local fehsanc-chp shop 
Ofer 

IT Other please specity 


62, 63] 


64,05] 


us 


nm 


™ 





76 




















Questionnaire 





Media 


'35) Which of the following dallynewspapersdo_| 78,79, 
youregurlyeod ortook at? a 
The Guaran 

The independent 

The Day Miror 

The Sun 

Daly Tlegraph 

The Ties 

The Star 

Daly Express 

Daly Mat 

Moming Star 

Tocay 

{1 Oe please epecity 
one = 


36) Do you normally read orlook at your local | 81 
evening paper? : 
Ne 2 


37) Which of the following national Sunday | 82, 83 
newspapers do youreguary ead orlook at? | a4 
The Observer 

SunaayTelegraoh 
ews OF Tho Wort 
‘ai On sunaay 
‘Sunday xpress 
Sunday People 

Ser 

Other please specty 


138) Please indicate below any magazines, local | 85, 88 
Treesheets, or periodicals that you regularly | a g7 
road or ook at 

Si rte 

hot 

0 

Meloy Maker 

we 

@ 

Sounds 

rang 

cht Seventeen 

te 

Local istings magazine 
(eg Teme Out Cy Lita) 
‘aco Times 

Ohnere 

IP Others’ please specty 


29) In an average week, on how many days do | 88 
Yyou watch ITV and Channel (ie the stations 

‘with the commerciais)? 

One 

we 











40) On a day that you watch TY, for about how |9, 90, 
‘many hours de you watch each channel on 
average? 


Onetowo 22 
Twotwtwee 33 





Morathenseven 


40a) Tellus one particular TV series that you | 91 
‘would like to see LM do an extended feature 





41)DoyoulistentoindependentLocal Radio? | 92 
(ie. station with commercials) 
Yer i 
te 2 
10 please goto Question 48 


9400 LM My 1987 


42) During an 
days do you: 
otal Radio? 
v2 

34 

“ 

56 

7 7 


(on a day that you tsten to Independent 
{eceTHadotorabouthowlongdoyoutisten on 


‘week, on how many 
listen to Independent 


average? 
last 1 hour 1 
23 3 
+ 5 
a7 


And now some 
more questions 
about your 
opinions of LM 


44) Below are listed » number of topics 
‘covered by La. On the grid please indicate 
your opinion on the QUANTITY of space 
‘devoted to each of the topics listed. 





Topic too | ape | nega 
Tron _| fae | te 





Computers and 





Pop mae 











= | 


Fanon 





























45) Do you like L's STATION TO STATION 
feature? 

No 2 

Newer road 5 


Do you lke the MAN IN-A SUITCASE 
feature 


No 2 
over roast a 


447) Do you think there should be more politics 
num? 


ee 1 
ss 2 
Dot cae 3 
448) Do you think that Lm i: 
Cetera 
No 
Notre 


49) Do you the L's double cover? 
ne 2 
No opiion| 5 


Wy do you say that? 


{50} Do you find the reviews section: 
Good 


‘average 


100 


103 


108 


108 


107 


108 





51) Do you find the percentage ratings tor | 109, 
reviews: 


Very sett 1 
set 2 
Contisng 3 
Pointess ‘ 


52) List three features from this issue of LMt 
that you tke, 


110, 
0 
an 
53) Please give each ofthe following sections 
of uma mark out of ten: 
Wwono un 13 
Masses wa 
Unrnonr rs 
Monbe BizzAnno 7 
Trt 0 
Comeettons i 
onsaner Gu i 
anoore is 
Grosewors ‘a 


54) Finally, please add any other comments, | 429, 
erticisms or suggestions along with your ac 
‘general opinion of Lm. And do add additional 

Sheets if you need more room! 125 


‘THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND 
PATIENCE IN COMPLETING THIS. 
QUESTIONNAIRE. WE WELCOME 
COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS 
AT ALL TIMES - SO PLEASE FEEL 
FREE TO ADD THESE ON A 
SEPARATE SHEET. 





Ifyouare willing to participate in any 
follow-up research please tick this 
box] 

IF THIS BOX IS NOT TICKED, WE 
WILLNOT GETIN TOUCH WITH YOU 
Hyouhave ticked the box please give 
your phone numbe 

Ts that your daytime phone number 
or your evening number? r 

















DON'T FORGET TO FILL IN YOUR 
NAME, ADDRESS AND POSTCODE. 
SO WE CAN INCLUDE YOUR FORM 
IN THE PRIZE DRAW! 


NAME 





ADDRESS .. 





YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS WILL 
BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL ~ WE 
WON'T PASS THEM ON TO OTHER 
ORGANISATIONS, AND WE WON'T 
PUT YOU ON MAILING LISTS 
UNLESS YOU'VE TICKED THE BOX 
ABOVE 


‘Quntionnair compiled with he uvice of Gat 
tfec (rial 


REMEMBER — THE 
DEADLINE TO 
ANSWER AND 
WIN IS 21 MAY 











Consumen Guide 


Stubble trouble 


Razors 


ST month we foamed at the mouth, hac} 
65, skinnod ourselves alive and lost v 
ofblood -- andalltobring you LM 
wet-shave razors on th 
rated 12 disposable blad 
and came up with a winner f 
"This month we conclude, 
‘comparing the group leadet 
We used five different eritera 














five categories, 
‘group. 


OVERALL WINNER —- AND LM 
RAZOR OF THE YEAR 

Gillette Contour Plus 
(cartridges: £1.15 for five) 














Aclearfavouritelal 
as the leading double- 
disposable cartridges. 

‘This month W's beat 
justinably takes pride 
‘Therazorfeatures alu 
a smoother, more co 
blades 


‘ontaur Plus emerged 
swivel head razor with 


3 the opposition, and 
lace as our overall winner. 
ating strip designed togive 
able shave) above the twin 








CURTIS: The big sur 
actually works; i's 1 
‘Used this for threed 
man fixed blades 


eis that the Lubrastrip 
Just another gimmick. Having 

‘maconfirmed Contour blade 
thing of the past 


PAUL: Very good 
defintely my favoul 


solid, highly dependable and 
vera 79% 


SECOND — AND HIGHLY 
COMMENDED 
Gillette GII (£1.09 for five) 


‘A fine product, the Gillette GIT is a solid bet for those 
‘who want a reusable double bladed razor that 

doesn't swivel. Lagygenth the GIlshonein the double- 
blade-fixed-2 with-disposable-cartridges 
group fan 'ssaying something! ~Ed), andthis 
month it's co an overall second place, 











Orange (a major a 
fightening at frst 
when you thought # 
bathroom’ kind of thisgh butt shaves terrifically well. 
SIMON: There's very 
Gillette Blue ll, baci gi 


between this and the 
‘comfortable shave without 


Overall 73% 


THIRD — AND DEFINITELY 
WORTH A BASH 
Boots II (42p for five) 











‘This blue featherweight has convinced Curtis (a 

jed electric man) to wet-shave for ever and 
It finished top of ite class last month (double-bt 
fixed head disposables), and now it's cut a 
place overall. The Bootsblade was awarded, 
Inthe value-for-money category. 








PAUL: I wasn’t gure at first, but Leamy 
eventually and decided that the B 
bad, especially asi offers good val 








First Blood P. 


&e 





1) The closeness of the shave 
2) How easy the razor is to han 
3) How easily the razor travels 
4) How sharp the blade is after 
5) Overall value for money 

Our reviewing panel consisted of Paul 3 
Hutchinson, Barnaby (Sweeney Todd) P 
Poulter. Here are their results ~along wa 
of the more printable comments 


‘Next month - 
Curtis sticks 
his neck out — 
for an old-. — 
fashioned’ 
























BARNABY: Flimsy ... cheap... nasty. Yot 
tosnarl and cut you, even though i's not thal 


SIMON: A reasonably smooth shave, spoiled 
uncomfortable tide across the face 


Overall 65% 


FOURTH — TRIES HARD, 


fo win more acclaim in the face of the mighty Contour 
Phus, the glorious GIl and the nifty Boots I 





CURTIS: Despite its more impressive packaging, the 
Blue I doosn't match its Boots rival when it comes to 
close shaving 


PAUL: A rather nasty piece of work ~ too fimay for its 
own good, but effective at slicing off the skin. Not 
particularly impressive 


Overall 50% 





FIFTH - AND A BONE OF ean 
CONTENTION 


ge for normal skin 











bbe taken into consideration. Barnaby emerged 


Shaving ia just the first tage of the grooming 
Unscathed and wondered what all he fuss was about Fi 


's the approval of the fairer sex you's 
ret sex you're 
Gioingt os the magic potion. And we're iterally 


200 hte bottes of Blue Strats et off the back 
Jott. the vicinity of thetum esitonal sein ese 
fealy for out own modest nee en ty 


Were bathing nthe sath uning tosis an i 
out let ot 
elevenses. — 


CURTIS: Thebloodiest shavel've ever had; avoid atall 


BARNABY: I'mattached tothisone 
easy to use, cheap and easy to find ing 
evernoticed ill this text that 

that close. 


{t's rliable, tight, 
hops. But | 
hiyshave ll 





ects 
Se we've decided to donate it to our lo 
iE i ae 
onders, THE FIRST 200 TO WRITE IN Witk ae A 
rari ara.te owners it 
TICE Hon ACR AETERGIATE 
redo champ 
ncaeiegarmm crea 
spa faesse ta, 
geste ytaveta spre Gos wy ana 
sane cesmgarconte on 
Shon pttge came snp en 
Soa pee aera 


‘THERE ARE NO STUPID QUESTIONS TO ANSWER! 


PAUL: Not my cup of tea: a razor tl 
«tremely dangerous in the wrong 
ommend this one at all. 


Overall 45% 


can prove 





SO THERE you have it: the Gillette Cont 
toprazor,and wehaveno hesitation int 
this fine product. If you'd prefer a dispo 
Boots I 

Butisawetshav 
gentlemen's haitdresser? Curtis (the grel 
convert) reveals all next month 








homeas goodasa 





TeUEGUR bottle of Blue Stratos, just send your name 
Sepuittess on a postoard to: BLUE STRATOS/Lw 


toon, 36 Thayer Street. Landon W1 
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THINK of a famous 
fencer. Who comes to 
mind? D’Artagnan of The 
Three Musketeers, 
perhaps, or Errol Flynn, 
Whoever it is, it's pretty 
unlikely to be a sporting 
fencer. But even though 
you never saw Errol lash- 
ing his blade about on 
World Of Sport, there was 
always excitement when 
heand his sword snapped 
into action on the screen. 

Yes, maybe there were 
afew too many ‘Have at 
you, varlet!’s, anda bit too 
much swashing of the old 
buckles — but if you put a 
weapon in Errol’s hand 
you were guaranteed a 
few thrills. 

And when you stop to 
think that almost every 
film set in the Middle 
‘Ages has at least one 
sabre-slashing scene, it's 
surprising that fencing as 
a sport has never made it, 
big in this country. 

After all, what better 
way of taking out all that 
frustration than by 
imagining that your oppo: 
nent's the bank manager, 








* Council (details below). ment. 
En arde. J Fencin buffs Go to try it out, and you'll | But fencing’s not only 
are fi tin on ded clothing — all pro- remindsus. ‘In every club 
vidual sport, but that ation (AFA), tryingtohelp | and the ability to think Tun regular practice A pair of trainers and 
doesn't mean you have to | the sport reach the parts | quickly and be nimble on | nights combining good some old tracksuit bot- 
wits auatiaraiey | Tominettcaretaths | emiaaameeateens | Suecheeronetiart | move nasa 


ST Cad 
Cea 


CONTACTS 


Amateur Fencing Association, 

de Beaumont Centre, 

83 Perham Road, London W14 9SP 

‘Tel: 01-385-7442 

Sports Council, 16 Upper Woburn Place, 


London WC1H 0QP 
‘Tel: 01-38-1277 
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Word up 


we ene 





It seems my desk hasn't been clear for months, I've 
had so many letters! It's like an archaeological dig 
getting down to the typewriter. Anyway, keep ‘em 
‘coming — even though it was a bit tight on space this 
month, there'll be more WORD UP than ever in the 
‘next LM (and if your letter didn’t get in this time, don't 
loge heart — it might be in next month). 

‘The Battle Of The Ninja seems to have died down a 
bit, but the Hip-Hop Brigade are still at it, the LM 
sections on AIDS, sex, and Gerry Anderson brought 





legendary Lloyd Mangram| 
of precisely £19.99, give or take a penny or two, goes 
to one such insatiable orator 














ASIMPLE MIND WRITES 
BACK 


Dear Lloyd, 

Please give me the chance with this letter to defend 
myselfand put torest the worn argument (SM vs U2) of 
the letters pages. 

‘Could I firstly admit that my hasty generalisation of 
U2 fans was, as one person succinctly put it, bollocks: 
itwas just the impression I got at U2 concerts. Sorry to 
all those U2 fans who (like myself?) donot fall into that 
category. 

‘Can now just make a couple of direct replies. Firstly, 
towhoeverit was who asked meifThad seen U2at Live 
Aid. Yes I did — very impressed I was too. Iwas 
especially impressed with Bono as he caused the 
crushing of several people behind the front barriers 
while he beckoned to the people further back to come 
forward — very Christian of him wasn't it? As for SM, 
their performance in Philadelphia had the same effect 
of their record sales over there as U2's performance did 
in the UK. 

Secondly, to the drummer Stix (at least one person 
complies with my naive idea of U2 fans). If I had either 
the inclination or the room in this letter to shoot you 
down you would still be smoking when LM 2000 comes 
out. However I'm sure few people, want to read 
technical comparisons between the corresponding 
members of the two bands. 

Perhaps, as one person said, comparing the two was 
pointless in the first place — does it really matter. Let's 
just enjoy the music. U2's welcome comeback with the 
excellent Joshua Tree is the best thing to happen tothe 
musicscene fora long while and I've got my tickets for 
the NEC already. 

Adrian Lowery, Manchester 





= Thope that'll settle the Great U2/SM Debate which 
you started, Adrian, though I doubt it somehow! 

In fact we're carrying on the debate adifferent way 
this month, with a readers’ review of The Joshua 
Tree in the reviews section and a factual article on it 
in UP FRONT. 

T'll wait for the letters to flood in but in the 
meantime, Adrian, the fabulous Mangram £19.99 note 
is winging its way to you because you TRIED to. 
Peacemaker at least! 








LM 
48 0 LM Nay1987 








LLayds CRITIC CRITICS 








Dear Lloyd journalism terms like their lyrics whatsoever. 
After buying the Smiths _‘strapline’ and What the hell does Sonic 
LP, The World Won't ‘standfirst’ that Paul Boom Boy mean? Now all 
Listen, Iwasinterestedto Strange and Barnaby ‘you Swindon smoothies 
read the review in the Page love to confuse ‘out there would say that 
Aprilissue. everyone with . . .) all heavy-metal bands go 
‘Then, to my shock/ ‘Oh, Richard just smiled on aboutis Satan, Women 
horror/disgust saw the and said'‘eh-up'whenI —_or Booze. Well that's 
pathetic rating givenby asked him about the where I'm afraid you're 
Vicki Hill — 5% What? I ‘thing. He's wrong. 
was horrified. But upon _like that sometimes. Take for 
closer inspection ofthe PLM. ‘Metallica's Master Of 
mag I noticed that Vicki Puppets, taken from the 
Hill didn’t appear album of the same name. 
anywhereinit,notevenin Dear Lloyd (One of the best albums 
thecreditsonPage4.Who Justa word to ‘ever, [might add). 
is this woman??? Do you _ congratulate youon a Fiercely ANTIdrugs, the 
know? (Is it you?) rather good magazine. _lyrics to this song are 
‘Lastly, would you ask © Just what this flagging _absolutelyrilliant, which 
Richard Lowe toexplain _ country needs, a leads me nicely on to 
when Morrisseysounds mi ‘that isn't afraid Simon Poulter. 
like Gary Moore in to speak the mind of the In Issue Zero, this 
Shoplifters, Please-I'm younger members of complete and utter 
buggered if Icould society. However, Ido arsehole proceeded to 
have two criticisms — slag off New Model Army 
heavy metal (or lack of it) and their single 51st 
and Simon Poulter. State. He regarded the 
Asyoucanseefromthe song as having 
Noteveryone'slisted _letters inIssue Two, not —_Cross lyrics. [have just 
atthe front Darren—and everyone conforms with _one thing to say to that, 
eventhough I've moved _ the rest of society in ‘BOLLOCKS. New Model 
upaline this month, no, _listening to the Amny write the best lyrics 
I'm most, horrendously bad pop: around today. Maybe 
NOT Vicki Hill! Vicki chart scene of today. Poulter should try 
could tell you that. ‘There are some people _listening to Ballad on 
(By the way, the bit at with decent tastes still__their newest album The 
the front with all the ‘out there, ie all heavy- Ghost of Cain. This song 
namesoniscalledthe metal fans. sums up the whole mess 
masthead —one of those this world is in in just a 
obscure technical few minutes of fantastic 
who really knows 
Manchester. 
Yours offendedly 
T Gale, Manchester 
|= Well, MAN INA 
SUITCASE is just an 
Dear Lloyd, type of client whereas ‘account of Simon's 
Tam writing in protest of | othersalonscaterfora | adventures in 


the impression your 
magazine gave of the city 
of Manchester in Issue 
Two. 

Ali the photographs 
showed the worst 
aspects of the city and its 
architecture, for example 
your picture of the 
Comerhouse cinema did 
not show the more 
visually pleasing aspects 
ofthe complex, nor did the 
article show any pictures 
of our magnificent Town 
Hall or Central Library or 
the original Albert 
‘Memorial in Albert 
Square. 

‘Also the article failed to 
list more alternatives to 
the places your reporter 
visited, such as the 
hairdressing salon. 
‘Though the Team For 
Hair is a good salon they 
tend to attract a certain 


wider range of tastes and 
ages, in the salon I go to 
for instance, Hair By The 
Cutter around the comer 
from the Team's salon in 
StJames'sSquare nobody 
ever pulls strange 
frightened faces in the 
mirror. 

‘Your reporter also 
didn't mention that The 
Corn Exchange in 
Manchester has a daily 
antique market, where 
people can browse 
through old records and 
books and other items of 
memorabilia. 

‘There was no mention 
of any the multitudes of 
parkland, leisure Centres 
or other recreational 
facilities or of the 
numerous Theatres and 
‘Art Galleries. So come on 
giveanother write-up and 
this time ask somebody 


Manchester — obviously 





STATION TO STATION’ 
for. I'll tell Paul to look 
‘out for your report on 
‘Manchester! 

By the way, what's 
with this ‘strange 
frightened face’? That 
was Simon on aGOOD 
day... 
>LM 





Dear Lloyd, 
STATION TO STATION 
should give a better guide 
to entertainment for the 
under-16s in the various 
towns instead of 
concentrating of the pubs 
and clubs. 

‘The reviews section 
couldalsobe upgraded, it 
can be hard to decide 











songwriting. Listen toit review of the new Kool _willl agree that James 
and find out what's really And The Gang album ‘JT’ Taylor isn't ‘some 
going on. Forever. plonker singing with a 
Andrew Meliors, Idonotknow ifthiskind bag of tin tacks down his 
Remsbury, Marlborough, of sarcastic comment is _throat’, but is in fact one 
Wiltshire goingtobethenormfrom of the finest male 
your magazine in the vocalists in the world, and 
= Ask not what your future, as find it hardto _has been for the past ten 
fagging country can do believe that the three ‘years, his range is nothing 
people who reviewed the short of stunning! 
aes a album have enough brain ‘Mike Dunn, cocooned. 
reader (Ihope youare) cells betweenthemto somewhere in his ivory 
youshouldknow that formconstructiveand tower, no doubt, suggest 
heavy metalistoPaul relevant criticism, that the sooner the band 
Strange what U2 is to judging by the garbageI _retire quietly into 
Adrian Lowery (oops! foundonpage 103ofIssue obscurity the happier he 
don't want to start One. will be. Well, the masses 
that oneagain...).Still, ‘The next time Paul are and will continue to 
I'm working on. Strangeisinthebathmay buy the bands materialas, 
somespaceforHM,ifjust Isuggestthathesticksto they have done for the. 
tokeep my desk clear of working out his expenses past 20 years, the reason 
hundreds of letters and playing with his for their longevity is that 
asking for it. (Thanks, _plonkerrather than they have adapted to 
everyone.) Teviewing the latest change and remained hip 
Just because Simon _albumreleases, asthe whichis obviously 
Poulter thought New only conceivable reasons something that Mike 
Model Army wereless forhis sarcasmtowards _can't understand judging 
‘thanmodeldoesn'tmake the hot new Kool album _by his ridiculous 
himacompleteandutter are that he is totally comments. 
anything—thewhole —oblivioustogoodmusicor _Long live Kool and his 
point of having ‘he listened to the album — magnificent Gang’. 
reviewers is that at the wrong speed and Is it wimp to say 
different peoplehave _with his head under anything good about Kool 
different opinions and —_water, and perhaps it And The Gang? 
it’s interesting toread should stay there! Disgusted Reader 
someone else's ideas As for Larry Warry, 
evenwhen youdon't well, what can I say that 
agreewiththem,isn'tit? the man's ignorance = No, but it's pretty 
>LM hasn't already wimpy to slag off signed 
underlined. reviews and then shy 
Twould recommend away from giving your 
Dear Lloyd, ‘that Larry washes the ‘own name. As for your 
Tam writing to your bullcrap from within his _points, well, read my. 
magazine asa first-time ears and then listens erudite reply to Andrew 
reader with particular again to ForeverandIam Mellors above... 
referencetoyoursocalled surethatasaresulthe  >LM 
whether or not tobuyan | could be given tothe so- | Derek, I suppose the 
album, which is awarded | called’alternative' bands, | trouble is over-16s tend 
90%, 85% and then 5% as | How about the Wedding 


happened to The Pastels 
in Issue Two. I also find it 
hard to believe that Sue 
Dando actually listened to 
the whole of the album in 
question, 

Finally, more coverage 





SEPTIC PILES 


Present, Age Of Chance 
and the Bhundu Boys, 
Derek Mackenzie, 
Aberdeen 


® Excellent idea about 
STATION TO STATION 





we need some under-168 
writing in. (Iam doing 
my bit getting writers for 
Paul this month, aren't 
1 





>LM 


BRING CHAeLIE AND 


A FANDERSON 
WRITES 


Dear Lloyd, 
Having read the 
marvellous feature on 
Gerry Anderson's work, I 
spotted alotof inaccurate 
information and I would 
like to correctit. Iwrite as 
amemberofFanderson so 
Timow what !'mon about. 

Thenumberofepisades 
given for most of the 
shows were wrong and 
areas so: 


‘Supercar, Fireball 
XL5 and Stingray had 39 
episodes each, Captain 
Scarlet 32, Joe 90 30 and 
The Protectors 52, 


You said Fireball 

XLS was the first. 
Anderson show to be 
networked in America. 
True, but in fact 
incredibly it's the ONLY 
show so far to be 
networked, 

It was stated that The 
Protectors was the first 
series Gerry worked on 
but 





Twiszle and Torchy were 
the other shows that he 
did not originate himself. 


Terrahawks was not 
filmed in 
Supermarionation but 
Supermacromation. 

‘The so-called 
Corgi models of Lady 
Penelope's Rolls-Royce, 
the Captain Scarlet SPV, 
were in fact made by the 
now sadly defunct Dinky 






straight Spyros, we' 
never get 
Supermarionation and 
Supermacromation 
confused again! I 
cornered Curtis 
Hutchinson (who wrote 
the Gerry Anderson 
feature) and showed him 
your letter, so I'll let him 
conduct his own 
defence: 
must point out that 
the episode numbers 
were supplied by Gerry 
Anderson himself. The 
other faux pas I gladly 
claim as mine." 

Apology enough? 
>LM 





TWO FANS IN 
SEARCH OF A CLUB 


Dear Lloyd, 
Congratulations on the 
articles on Star Trek inthe 
April issue of Lm. Both 
David Cheal and Roger 
Kean wrote superbly. The 


articles which were both 
amusing and very 
informative were quite 
unlike some otherarticles 
Thave seen in other 
magazines. 


TenyHrobcud 





| YEAHE ALL EESEDIN aD! 50 
NATE. THE ENTIRE OF IT 
ING? To AGARMTY |X 
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Wogd up 


Theonlycomplaintthat 
Imust make is the fact 
that an area of Star 
‘Trek waseither forgotten 
orleft out due to lack of 
space ~ that being the 
large number of Star 
Trek fan clubs in the 
United Kingdom. These 
clubs give local meetings, 
produce newsletters and 
give information on 
Trek and Conventions to 
their members. 

Terry Elson, Oadby, 
Leicester 


Dear Lloyd, 

Thave just read your 
letters page and 
particularly Roger Cope’s 
letter. Of course I agree 
with him that moreSF TV 
shows should be featured 
in your magazine, but not 
Blake's Seven. I don't say 
that because I didn’t like 
the series, in fact I 
thought that it is one of 
thebest SF TV series ever. 
Isay it because, like The 
‘Avengers, Dr Who, Robin 
Of Sherwood ete, it 
benefits from a well 
organised and easily 
reached fan organisation. 


Ove HERD, THE VAL 
HAS RaMWED AN ALIEN SHE 
No: CLAIMS: BOWS, A FEW 


wT MM@uAT. 
LOST HS 
Aves, AV 


‘The space should be 
reserved, mainly, for 








unable to lead a normal 
sociallife, merely because 


smokers. 
unsigned, Bournemouth 














equally deserving, yet ‘we happen to be allergic 
unknown series like Ace | tocigarette smoke; stay | = Curtis (again) tells me 
(Of Wands, Adam inor go to hospital. we'll be doing more on 
‘Adament Lives!, Land Of | Lam very lucky in thatI | TV shows ANDfanclubs. 
The Giants etc. These _| have a job where no More suggestions, 
programmesmayevenbe | smokeis allowed andso | anyone? 
of more interest to your _| only get into trouble on As for AIDS, Mr/Ms 
readersthanStarTreketc | buses and on the rare Anonymous (you forgot 
aseveryone has had the | occasionsthatIdogoout. | tosign your name, 
opportunity to see Star _| These people who though you remembered 
Trek four or five times, _| whinge on about how the address!), surely the 
but, for example, difficult AIDS is making _| point is that hearing the 
Counterstrike hasn't life really make me sick: | information 102 times 
beenon TV since 1969. | they don't know the half | and NOT dropping dead 
‘One other point about | of it! is better than assuming 
the magazine: stop going | Imaginetheoutcry if | everyone knows it all. 
‘on about AIDS, it’s they weren't able togo _| That's one of the reasons 
getting really boring! out of an evening, we'd | we did the special AIDS 
Everyone has been given | neverheartheendofit!If | section. 
all the information a they werelikeme,having | _Tagree, though, when 
hundred and one times _| toleave early wherever! | there's something 
already so, ifthey want, | go, they wouldreallyhave | getting as much 
they can take note, andif | somethingtocomplain | publicity as AIDS is it’ 
they don't they can drop | about. This just goes to | all too easy to forget 
dead. The choice is really | show how selfish people | ‘smaller’ but equally 
very simple. really aro, Irealise that it | painful problems like 
‘The trouble is that they | isnot your fault that you 
findallthe precautions for | needtoprint AlDSarticles 
safer sex too difficult because people want to | about the AIDS section. 
well, so bloody what? readthem, but can you | and the lighter-hearted 
Everything in life isn't toneitdownabitplease? | sex section published the 
‘easy! You don't hear Oh, and Ireally previous month in Issue 
everyone going on about | appreciated the Two... 
people like me whoare | opportunitytoslagoffthe | bLM 


AM HAVE NEVER BEEN 50 
UMBARRASED IN it LIE: 
ES, MY VALIANT. CAPTA 


THAT ALL YOUR HOPES OF 
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE HAIRY 


ALIENS HAVE GONE DOWN, 


THE TUBES! 


is A GREAT AY. 


7. 


UM DONT THINK ITS 
Un PITY! UM GLAD ALL 
UM HOZES HAVE GONE) 


HS BEST FROCK, AN'NOW HES OV 
HIS WAY AGAM! His MISSION, 72.40 
WHERE (nny) NO QUE HAS GOUE ETE: 


THEY GON TONEED uM, 
FIFTY MEGATON a 
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Feo PERISH ALL WHO OPADIE 
UM VALIANT ME... SPECIALY 
THOSE THAT SPOL UM FROCK! 


BIG ENOUGH 70 
RY covER UM PIDDLING 
‘MEDAL !... WHY?) 


erin 
Loox our! 





THE 
SEX S 


Dear Lloya 

Tam writing to you 
about the article in Issue 
‘Twoentitled SHITS THAT 
PASS IN THE NIGHT and 
in particular a completely 
thick shit called Tony. 

‘This 24-yr-old who had 
so many one night stands 
that he can't remember 
‘the actual amount but it 
‘was well into three 
figures, sniff sniff is this 
bullshit? 

‘The clincher was his 
remarks when LM asked 
‘him about AIDS, he 
‘thought he was just as 
likely to get run over by a 
bus. 

He is saying there is no 
need to worry about a 
disease that could kill 
thousands of English 
citizens. 

Life is all about taking 
precautions, ie when we 
cross the road we look 
both ways to see if there 





ICTION 


isa bus coming, we all 
have a balanced diet 
therefore cutting out the 
chances of picking up a 
disease, 

Itis irresponsible prats 
like Tony that will help to 
spread disease, 

‘Well, that's my moan 
over, it’s a great mag 
which has lot of promise 
keep it up, 

Steve Taylor, East 
Grinstead, Sussex 


® Actually, Steve, by the 
ond of that interview 
Tony had admitted he 
wasn't into one-night 
stands any more and he 
was looking for ‘a 

__ | relationship with one 
Person'—something alot 

__ | of people feel after a 
while, and of course it’s 
particularly important 

| with AIDS (which kills 
citizens of other 





TUTHT BUTHTED THE, 
(SHEATH PRE! 


CAPTAIN! Loox 








es 
[iva 


THR! THOME THNINE HATH 





countries too, you 
know...) 
>LM 


Dear Lloyd 
Having wrote many a 
time to you in your 
capacity as Crash Forum 
and being ignored (except 
for once when you sang 
‘Happy Birthday tomefive 
months late ah! you 
remember) I expect the 
same but one can but try. 
Twatched this first 
AIDS programme on 
Friday 27 February and in 
it Mike Smith made the 
claim ‘now it definitely 
hasn't escaped froma 
Jab’. Well all Ican say is 
how the hell does he 
Amow? My friend and I 
have come up with a 
theory on AIDS (this is no 
joke by the way). We think 
that some scientists in 
Australia were testing 
antirejection drugs on. 
‘koalas and genetically 
tailored a virus to knock 
outthedefencesystem, ie 
the white blood cells so 
they wouldn't attack the 
transplanted organs, but 
this went horribly wrong 


Ih 





THEN IT OVER 
AV UNL WATCH | 





“SOR! TUM ONE BUSTED DA 
CEASE “FORE, SO Dev DID. 


and some of the infected 
koalas got free, these 
then infected someone or 
something which was 
brought to Africa whereit 
spread all over. 

Where's ourproofIhear 
you cry, well just ask the 
BBC's nature department 
about sexually 
transmitted disease in 
koalas and you'llsee what 
mean. There was a 
programme about four 
years ago and in it they 
Said koalas were 
dropping like flies but no- 
one knew how, butit was 
imown to be sexually 
transmitted. 

Andon another point to 
answer Mary , 
Whitehouse’s point in 
March's LM—what is 
morality? I believe we all 
have different moralities, 
sowhy should weall have 
to live to her standards? 
JA Morrison, Newcastle 





© Sorry Thad to cut a bit 
of your letter J A — 
thought the top bit was 
more important! 

‘There ari 











problems with your—and 
your friend's — theory, 
though. Most of all, why 
should this explanation 
be true and not hundred: 
of others? Lots of animals 
die of one disease or 
another but that doesn't 
necessarily mean that 
EVERY disease is the 
darkmysterious cause of 
AIDS. (It goes back to 
what I'said above to the 
unsigned writer from 
Bournemouth about not 
letting AIDS crowd 
every other problem, 
medical or social, out of 
our minds.) 

Also, more technically, 
do you know whether 
AIDS can in fact affect 
koalas, which are 
marsupials, not primates 
like the monkeys and 
humans which AIDS 
does affect? I recall 
reading somewhere 
pretty authoritative 
New Scientist, I think — 
that it doesn't affect cats 
or dogs, so maybe you'd 
better check koala bears 
out before you launch 
your theoryn the world, 
































VALIANT CAPTAIN! SENSORS 


INDICATE THAT Tie AUENS 
ARE ABOUT TO OPEN 
FIRE ON US! 


HAH! NOT FOR NOTHIN Amt um, 


NOW AS"UMQUAT UH 
VALIANT". 


Oe"4 
A x, AUENS COME. 


pA 


eran 


W4_HAS UM NEATO 


INDICATE THAT TWO ALIEN 





Dear Lioyd 

Tam writing on the 
subject of CENSORSHIP, 
which was brought up in 
Issue Two of La, 

Is there anybody out 
there who hasn't got a 
single sexual organ? Or 
anybody who came into 
existence by any other 
way than two people 
having sex? I think not. 

Sex, pornography etc is 
‘a question of personal 
taste, as we all know. If 
thereisaporn filmon TV, 
the person who despises 
porn doesn't have to 
Watch it; it's as simple as 
that, Ifyou don’ tlike porn, 
you don’t have to buy a 
por mag do you? Or am I 
Greatly mistaken? 

And anyway most 
people know whathuman 
genitals look like. Plus 
only the bodies of the 
‘women who have chosen 
tobe photographed are 
being exploited. 

Whitehouse is 
personally insulting all 
men: my impression of 
her is that she thinks all. 
men are raging perverts 
who go round raping all 


FETCH ME ust BEST 


STEEL BATHE 


NO... 0M 





‘STAN’ BY 
Ul PHOTON, 
TUBES! 


Wage 
FACTOR won 
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WILL SILENCE ALL UM ALIENS WEARNIS) 


SAVE UM 


PROBLOIDS.. 
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Wogd up 


existing women. 
Clare Short's no better; 
ohnol'vejust seena black 
& white picture of a 
female nipple printed ona 
piece of recycled bog roll, 
Imust immediately get off 
with that of granny 
walking past my 
window ... 
Mr Intercourse, 
somewhere in Soho 


= Ican see your point — 
but the trouble is YOU. 
don’t sound any more 
rational than Mrs 
Whitehouse! She doesn't 
think all men are raging 
perverts, she just says 
that sex crimes are often 
caused by pornography. 
‘Also, it's a bit 
simplistic to say women 
choose to be in porn 
photos -one of the points 
ofthe feminist argument 
is that women find it hard 
toget‘men's'jobsandso 
their face becomes their 
only fortune, whether 
they're working as Page 
Three girls or smiling 
bank tellers. 
>LM 








WINA 
NERVOUS 
BREAKDOWN 


Dear Lloyd, 
Tam going to have a 
nervous breakdown. In 
Issue Three of your fabby- 
dabby mag I must have 
cut out 6 or 7 entry forms 
and my magazine is left 
destructed in the corner 
of my room. Photocopies T 
hearyou murmur, oh yeah 
that costs 10p each I 
might as well by two 
mags. 

How are we supposed 
to enter the HOLMES 
comp and vote for the 
VIDGHART ebh!? Well I 
think I've got a solution 
why don't you devote the 
last 3 or 4 pages or the 
middle pages for 
competition entry forms 
and the vote things. This 
would mean we would 
only have to tear out the 
middle pages or such like 
and we wouldn't totally 
toss up our mag would 
we. After that comment 
I'd like to say your mag is 
BRILL! 

Don’t print the entry 
forms on both sides like 
you usually do, 

‘Yours commentingly 
Jeff Poole, Kingsley, 
‘Northampton 


22 0 LM iiyi987 





= I'm afraid there's 
nothing easier than 
ignoring the obvious, 
Jeff 

‘We passed your letter 
round the office here in 
Ludlow and we all agree 
with you, so I think this 
month you'll find all the 
readers' charts andentry 
forms on one handy, cut- 





page at the back of the 
magazine, 
>oM 


DAMN FINE 
(US, THAT 
Is) 


Dear Lloyd, 
‘You must have done some 
damn fine market 
research for LM because I 
must admit to reading 
nearly all of the latest 
issue (Two). [hope you 
manage to keep this up 
and not degenerate into 
the usual humourless/ 
contrived state similar 
mags before youhaddied 
of. 

‘The best bits (ooh-er) 
were the articles on sex, 
comics and —um~sex 
comics. Incidentally, has 
Neil Gaiman ever heard of 
acomic called Torrid? 
‘This was a genuine 
porno-strip-mag 
published in Britain by 
skin-mag kings Gold Star. 
Itran for 16 issues (1979- 
1986) and included such 
delights as ‘Come 
Together’ and ‘Sue's 
Strange Stories’ 

In reply to J Hadlee’s 
letter—my awesome 
Amowledge of comic 
bookdom tells me thatthe 
largest circulation 
reached by a single title 
was by Fawcett's 
(original) Captain Marvel, 
which at its peak was 
published biweekly (as 
opposed tomonthly) with 
sales of two million. Of 
course DC comics, 
envious of this (their own 
‘Superman wasn't doing 
0 well), took Fawcett to 
court and successfully 
proved that Marvel was a 
crib of Supes anyway. 
Alex Duck, Cheadle, 
Cheshire 


= Well, Ibow to your 
superior knowledge Alex 
—can you tell us (our 
knowledge is distinctly 
unawesome in this area) 








WHEN Captain 
Marvel hit this record? 
It'd be a huge sale fora 
comicbook or indeed any 
publication today! 

LM 


OUR 
POLITICAL 
CORRES- 
PONDENTS 


Dear Lioyd, 

Twas completely 
enthralled with last 
months issue with one 
exception, an article 
written by a certain 
Richard Hoggart. It had 
melivid, wherein hell did 
you dig him up from. He 
had the sheer audacity to 
call Rich-babes (Ricky 
Lowe) and Julian Rignall 
(good old Riggy) left-wing 
arseholes. Rich-babes 
and Riggy are the most 
wonderful people in the 
world (apart form you of 
course Lloyd). This right- 
wing radical obviously 
hangs pictures of Adolf 
Hitler on his wall. 

Cirion Plant, Marple 


|= Do you hang pictures 
of Stalin on your wall? 
Don't say such absurd 
things - your letter 
shows you're just as 
intolerant of supposed 
right-wingers as they 
apparently are of you. 





Dear Lloyd, 
After reading GIVING IT 
THE NEEDLE in the 
March edition of the 
impressive magazine LM, 
Ifelt compelled tocriticise 
the opinion given by Rob 
Shepherd. Surely very few 
people on the dole are 
happy that way ~ nearly 
everyone wants more 
than is given as 
unemployment benefit. 
‘Therefore Icould not 
believe the absolute 
bullshit that Rob 
Shepherd was spouting 
off. The letter sounded 
like a speech given by a 
Tory politician last year 
(was it Edwina Currie) 
telling the unemployed to 
‘get up off their arses’, 
This, however, was ten 
times more prejudiced. 
Perhaps Mr Shepherd 
has seen a few people 
who really do ‘sit around 





on their arses'—Ihave, _ come from an area which 
too—butIcan't believe | has relatively low 

that every unemployed | ‘unemployment. 

personis happy with the | However, I don't 


pittance she or he generalise ridiculously 

receives. about them and make 
‘Moreover, blamingiton | offensive and extremely 

the government is not sweeping remarks like, 


entirely the wrong thing | ‘People in cities such as 
todo: theirmain attempt | Birmingham are out of 

at solving the work because of their 
unemployment problem | own fault, None of themis 
is by ‘coaxing’ people to | reallybothered. They just 
go on training courses sit around on their arses 
and community service | allday. ... etc’ unlike 
Programmes which have | dear old Rob. I'd just like 


very little effect apart to know how many 
from making the surveys, pollsand the like 
unemployment figures | that he has carried out to 
look better. form these conclusions. 
Rob Shepherd should ‘There may be some 
keep this bullshit to people who fit his 
himself untilhe has the | stereotype, but these are 
chance to write a aminority so just give the 
Conservative Party jobless a break, eh? They 
manifesto. don't need smug little 
Twould also like to dickheads like you, Rob, 
comment on what Rick | putting them down. Next 
Hoggart wrote, don't time you want to ‘express 
thinkbeing left-wing a personal attitude’, as 
automatically makes you put it, try thinking 
Someone an arseholo, nor | thingsoutforyourself and 
do I think being right- don’t spout out a load of 
wing has the same effect. | crap without any 
Matt Cameron, West evidence tobackitup. Go 
Byfleet, Weybridge, and see for yourself the 
Surrey cities that you so willingly 
judge. Then maybe 
Dear Lloyd, people might take your 


Reading WORD UP (Issue | opinions seriously. 
Two), it seems as though | Liz, Romford, Essex 
some readers considerLM. 





aglossy, disguised ‘= You tell ‘em Matt and 
version of the Young Lig! 

Socialist. Somehow I Surely the problem 
doubt that it’s true, with being on the dole 
especially when it has isn’t just the shortage of 
ignorant prats writing in | money but the seeming 
like Rob ‘I don't really general pointlessness of 
believe all the Tory daily life —it’s a lot 
propaganda’ Shepherd. | harder to carry on 


Now, I'mnoexperton | without work/school 
the unemployed; I'm not | than most of us expect. 
unemployed myselfand1 | > LM 





AND that’s the lot for this month — now I get afew 
days of rest before the next ream of writing paper and 
‘envelopes arrives! We've all been reading the letters 
lately, and as you may notice they've given us some 
new ideas for the mag. 

‘Send your comments or your questions or 
abuse (not of me I hope!) to: 





n your 
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Prince may wear his art on his 
sleeves, but his soul is still in 
‘Minneapolis. RICHARD LOWE looks 











Spoewny freee at the rise of music's most 
; unpredictable star. 

. RINCE looks —_| the rest of the charts look 
very silly very silly indeed. 
indeedonthe | sparse, stinging dance 

Rae sleeve of his number which castsa 
Sign O' The weary, world-wise eye 
Times single. He's overtheills of modern 
- dressed as a woman, he's | America (crack, AIDS, 
holding up a black heart- | vicious vacuous street, 
shaped cutout which gangs, Junatiepoliticians 
covers his face, there's a | ete), it reinforces Prince's 
crucifix round hisneck | reputation ag pap's most 


anda garter, complete brilliant, if erratic; genius. 
with heart-shaped hole, And the variety and 
roundhis thigh. Andthe | inyentivenessofthe 
‘O'inthetitleisaCND | sprawling (and) 
symbol, somewhat confused) 
Tt'saphotograph which | double bPisuggest that 
reinforces his reputation | pop'smost maverick 
asa pervy little oddball | performerwilleontinuste 
with strong hippy delight and confuse his 
leanings. audience, 
"The single itselfmakes | "Thething about Prince! IL> 
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is you never really know 
what he's going to come 
up with next, which isn’t 
the case with his fellow 
major-league superstars. 
Imean, the U2 LP may be 
a masterpiece, but it's 
hardly aradical departure 
for them; you know 
exactly what any new 
Lionel Ritchie single's 
going to be like before 
even Lionel Ritchie does; 
and the same could be 
said of Madonna and 
Bruce Springsteen. 

ButifPrince announced 
hewas making acountry- 
and-western LP, or had 
formed a Bolivian nose 
flute quartet with Roger 
Whitaker, Princess 
Stephanie of Monaco and 
Gary Lineker, nobody 
‘would bat an eyelid. And 
it would probably be 
really good, 

‘Yet while Prince's 
music is a kaleidoscopic 
collage of styles, his 
lyrical obsessions keep to 
the familiar, The titles of 
his first four LPs — For 
You (in this case God), 
Prince, Dirty Mind and 
Controversy — say it all. 

Prince is obsessed with 
God, Prince and Sex, inno 
particular order. He’ 
been described as ‘a 
schizoid little tart with a 
Bible in one hand and his 
cockin the other’, and ‘the 
Devil's answer to Michael 
Jackson’; and he himself 
admitted, in a rare 
interview a couple of 
years ago in Rolling 
Stone magazine, that he's 
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‘alittle sick’, 
‘Like Madonna (twice as 
famous, half as talented), 
Prince realised early in his 
career that sex gets the 
‘most attention and sells 
the most records. And 
‘while Madonna flirted, 
teased, bared her midriff 
and exposed a charming 
bellybutton, Prince 
dressed up in high heels, 
aflasher's mac and 
women’s underwear, 
sang sexually explicit 
lyrics, bared his ‘tortured 
adolescent’ soul, and 
exposed a confused, 
aggressive and above all 
blatant sexuality. 
{CE'S background 
issomething ofamys- 
tery-it'sdifficult to piece 
together the true story 
from the scraps of myth 
and half-truths (many of 
them stemming from 
Prince himself) which 
cloud the picture of his, 
past. 














singer 19 years younger 
than her husband. 

‘When his parents split, 
Prince was shunted round 
various relatives and 
friends. He sought solace 
in music and formed his 
first group, Grand 
Central, when he was 13. 

‘And his rise from 
precocious pubescence to 
‘his commercial crowning 
glory, Purple Rain, was 
swift, steady and 





determination, 
ruthlessness and talent 
wasallit took—and Prince 
‘had them in sackfuls. By 
the time he was 18 he'd 
mastered all the 
instruments required to 
play his gritty brand of 
funk, and on the strength 
of a completely self- 
produced demo he signed 
a million-dollar deal with 
Wamer Brothers —a 
record sum for anew 
artist. They offered him 
the unique freedom to 
produce his own records, 
too. 

His first LP, For 
‘You (not released in the 
UK), only sold 10,000, but 
Prince's sales increased 
with each subsequent LP 
—and he established a 
Joyal cult following 
‘among R&B fans, as well 
a8 a reputation for lyrical 
depravity which didn't 
escape the attention of 
America’s mushrooming 
‘Moral Majority 
movement. 

Ttwas his fifth LP, 1999, 
released in 1983, that 
established him as a 
mainstream star; it was 
his least ‘funky’ work to 
thatdate, containing such 
classic surefire pophitsas 
the dazaling title track 
and the rockier Little Red 
Corvette. 

It was an LP brimming 
‘with self-confidence — for 
though Prince was billed 


4 4 Prince is obsessed with God, 


Prince and 


Sex, in no 


particular order j 9 


His full name is Prince 
Nelson Rogers and he 
‘was born in Minneapolis 
29 years ago to jazz 
pianist John Nelson (who 
named his son in honour 
of the band he played in, 
the Prince Rogers trio), 
and Mattie Shaw, a jazz 


with his backing band 
‘The Revolution for the 
first time on that album, it 
‘was still largely his own 
work, and the perfect 
showcase for his talents 
asa musician of 
extraordinary versatility 
and self-reliance 








And while tracks like 
Let's Pretend We're 
‘Married confirmed 
Prince's status as the 
‘most vital funkster in the 
business, the LPlaunched 
him firmly into the 
mainstream of American 
pop, with the help of a 
stunning live 
performance videoforthe 
1999 single which the 
programmers couldn't 
ignore. 


44 He lives 


mansion and 
chocolate 





Itwastimeto make the 
crucialkilling; and though 
Warners weren't 
prepared to foot the bill 
for a full-length feature 
film, Purple Rain was 
conceived and created on 
‘a budget of £7 million. 

The film was trite and 
comy —artistic depth has 
always been the least 
important virtue in pop 
music —but it was the 
perfect vehicle for 
projecting Prince at his 
best: arrogant yet 
vulnerable, mean and 
moody, but at the same 
time oozing a charming 
innocence, hopelessly 
romantic yet shamelessly 
sexist, macho posing in 
frilly shirts. And, most 
important of all, it was 
Prince playing live on 
stage. 

‘And it was the music 
most of all which ensured 
the success of Purple 
Rain, fromthe sparse hard 
funk of When Doves 
Cry (dance music 
dominated by proper 
instruments, not your 
wishy-washy synths) to 
the preposterously 
pompous title track, an 
‘epic song s0 over the top 
it bordered on the 
ridiculous, like Jimi 
Hendrix playing 
McCartney at his most 
mawkish. 

Prince had made it. 
When Doves Cry became 
Warners' best-selling 
single of all time, and the 
LP dominated the 
American charts for 
months (the only LP ever 
to have stayed longer at 
‘Number One is Michael 
Jackson's Thriller). 

Ina recent interview 
with the magazine 
American Heartbeat, 


Prince expressed the 
worry that he was 
destined to live forever in 
the shadow of Purple 
Rain: ‘In some ways 
Purple Rain scared me. It 
was too successful. No 
matter whatIdo!'llnever 
top it. It’s my albatross, 
and it will be hanging 
around my neckasiongas 
Ymmaking music.’ 

And the last thing 
anyone expected of him 


after Purple Rain was the 
much-maligned Around 
‘The World In A Day. Oh, 
to have beena fly on the 
wall in that Warner 
Brothers boardroom 
when Prince firstunveiled 
this oddity! The story 
goes that he sat there 
toying with a flower — 
while the blood drained 
from the bigwigs' faces 
and the dollar signs fell 
from their eyes. 

For instead of a dozen 
1999s or a garageful of 
Little Red Corvettes or 
‘even a remake of Purple 
Rain, he produced this 
curious cocktail of 
popcorn psychedelia and 
manic jazz. 

‘And it was something 
ofa flop, despite the 
success of Paisley 
Park and Raspberry 
Beret, Its successor, 
Parade, released within 
the year, fared worse and 
Prince himself admitted it 
‘was ‘a disaster’ 

“Apart from Kiss,’ he 
told American Heartbeat, 
‘there's nothing on it I'm 
particularly proud of. The 
‘temptation is to go right 
back into the studio and 
make a killer of an album, 
but I think half the 
problem with Parade was 
thatIrecordedit toosoon 
after Around The World In 
‘A Day and Ijust didn't 
have enough good 
material ready. I'm not 
gonna make that mistake 
again." 

‘But it's best to put 
Prince's ‘disaster’ in 
perspective. The 
Parade LP has sold over 
four million copies and 
spawned hit singles Kiss, 
Girls And Boys and 
Anotherloverholenyourh 
ead, and has tracks like 























Christopher Tracy’ 
Parade to which his live 
performances have given 
new life, 

‘And as for running 
short of material 
perhaps Prince should 
stop feeding others with 
the rich scraps from his 
table. 

For there's more to the 
Prince industry than 
Prince himself: he’s also 
been the patron of such 
acts and artists as The 
‘Time (whose former 
members Jam and Lewis 
are now the most sought: 


Prince: a pervy little 
‘oddball related 
to God 








after producers in the 
world) and Vanity 6 
(formed around Prince's 
former girlfriend and 
reborn as Apollonia 6 
when Apollonia Kotero 
replaced Vanity as the 
lead singer). 


the top with Prince's I 
FeelFor You; and he even 
managed to make a 
Sexpot out of Sheena 
Easton with the smutty 
Sugar Walls single. 

has been, 

‘compared to many 

people like Jimi Hendrix, 
Sly Stone, Little Richard, 
James Brown ~ or rather, 
he's been accused of 
being a mishmash of all 
four. 

But he's greater than 
that, Prince is the 
archetypal Eighties pop 
star—he's fiercely 
independent and firmlyin 
control, his music 
smashes through the 
tight musical categories 
that critics and radio 
programmers love to 
create, and he appeals 
right across the board. 

Yet he remains an 
enigma, rarely granting 
interviews, and seeming 
painfully shy when he 
appears away from from 
the secu.ity of the stage 
or screen, 

Ireckon he hasa keener 
sense of humour than he's 
given credit for (after all, 
he did make Under The 
Cherry Moon!) —and 
‘when he announced after 
the Purple Rain tour that 
he was retiring from live 
work to ‘look for the 
ladder’, I suspect his 
tongue was somewhere 
in his cheek 

Prince is a workaholic 
and, if the bitter 
testaments of spurned 
former cohorts are to be 
believed, something of a 
megalomaniac who 
thinks he’s related to God. 

But back home in 
Minneapolis he lives ina 
modest purple mansion, 
rides round on his bike, 
hangs out with his friends 
at the First Avenue Club, 
eats a lot of chocolate (no 
drugs, drink or ciggies for 
this boy)... and makes 
brilliant records. 

And that's all we really 
need to know, 






























The new Prince album 
Weird, wonderful, 
subversive 


I Could Never Take The 
Place Of Your Man, with 
its joyous, big, poppy 
sound, dominated by the 
swish of cymbals and a 
guitar solo which sounds 
like - dare I say it?—_Mike 
Oldfield! There, I said it. 
And Adore, the closing 
track, is the piéce de 
résistance. Ostensibly, 
it's a soul ballad in the 
great Atlantic tradition. 


PRINCE hasbeen called a 
lot of things; on the 
strength of this album, I'd 
like to add ‘subversive’ to 
that long list of adjective 
He's not subversive 


and menacing, turning 
the whole thing on its 
head. 

Or take the next track, 
Housequake, which 
promises/threatens to be 








Politically (though, as the | a straight funk dance But Prince slaps such 
title track shows, he'son | track with hom breaks | notions firmly on the wrist 
the side of Truth ana straight out of Popoorm, | by changing key when 
Justice), but musically. butendsupsoundinglike | you least expect it, not 
Princedoestopop what | James Brown on helium. | changing key when you 
Frank Zappa was doing to Or take Strange most expect it, and 
rock 20 years ago; he Relationship, with the adding the usual panoply 
subverts it, tums it inside | heavy boom bat drum _| of werd bits 


out, twistsit, toys withit, 
Sellotapes bits onto it, 
takes the mickey outofit, 
parodiesit. Somany of the 


beat which is a strong 
lement of many of the 

songs on this album. As 

always, the drums are 


Worst track: The Cross, 
a schmaltzy religious 
anthem in which Prince 
goes back to his hippy 








16tunes on this album | mixed sofarup front that | roots (come here, sitar!) 
start outas apparently | everything else is The miserable people of 
straightforward songs, | subservient to them, and | the world are implored 
only to take a dangerous, | therearesomanystrange | ‘Don't cry, He is coming’; 
convoluted but revealing | embellishments you and, inanely, we are told 
detour round the back never know where to put | 'We all have our 

streets of popular music. | your ears. problems/ somebig, some 


‘Take Good Time, the 
album's second track. It's 
the perfect summer song 
—great tune, fast, with 

just enough emphasis on 


In fact, take the whole 
album. It's weird. Andit's 
brilliant, 

Double albums seldom 
contain enough material 


small’. Not what we've 
come to expect of the 
great man ~ but this is an 
aberration, a tiny desert 
ina steaming jungle of 


the offbeat to prevent it | to sustain themselves, brilliance, 

from becoming a straight | but Sign O' The Pseud’s Corner here I 
rock bash. But then come | Times has no such come. 

the backing vocals. problems. There'stheodd | 95% © DAVID CHEAL 


Beautifully textured, 
wildly out of character 
with the song, they 
manage to be 


filler, but Prince's 
standards are so high that 
his fillers are everyone 
else's Top Ten hits 
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BOURNEMOUTH 





\¥ the word. 

‘Bournemouth’, and 
most people think of 
OAPsand toddlers eating 
ice cream on a beach. 

It’s hardly surprising; 
Bournemouth has always 
been a popular seaside 
resort/retirement area, 
and nothing changes. 
Still, there's abright side: 
Bournemouth does have 
plenty of facilities 
shops, museums and art 
galleries, and good 
venues, 

‘The biggest is the 
International Centre, 
which holds exhibitions 
and has a swimming pool 
with all mod cons (wave 
machine, water chute, 
poolside café) ~ but the 
bad news is that Freddie 
Starris appearing here for 
the entire summer 
season. 

‘The other beachside 


attraction is The Pavilion, 
‘theatre which alsohosts 
live bands ~ Elkie Brooks 
plays there on 19 April 
(someone must like her), 
and The Pretenders 
appear on 26 May. 

‘Bournemouth's 
nightclubs range from the 
Thirdside Club (which 
provides ‘alternative’ 
musicand attracts Goths) 
to the Cabaret Club, 
Lansdowne (mainly for 
gays, though Thursday is 
a ‘straight night’) 

is Bourne~ 

‘most up- 
market club, but its line- 
up oflive bands is 
surprisingly naff, Sweet 
‘was a recent success 
there (I bet you didn’t 
Amow they were still 
going), and future 
attractions include Black 
Roots, Rik Mayall, Mud 
and The Bootleg Beatles. 
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MERSEYSIDE 
A Scouse 


divided 


HERE in God's 

name did this 
magazine dig up Neil 
Hughes, the Merseyside 
correspondent in Issue 
‘Two's STATION TO. 
‘STATION? 

His comment that 
sweet FA is happening in 
Liverpool is rubbish. And 
his news (?) that all the 
streetwise Scalls are 
trying toget jobs as extras 
in the film Business As 
Usual is well out of date. 
‘They don't need extras 
any more because they've 
shot all the scenes with 
extras in. I know this 
because I was one of 
those extras. 

‘Andifhis only comment 
on Liverpool's club and 
pub scene is that 
Bananas is soon to open, 
he must be one miserable 
person who walks 
around with his eyes 
shut. 

So here's the real truth 
about Liverpool: 

‘Our Labour-controlled 


City Council and the 
nonpolitical Merseyside 
Development 
Corporation are changing 
Liverpool's waterfront 
from decaying, crumbling 
‘warehouses and docks 
into a thriving business, 
leisure and educational 
centre. 

‘There are plans afootto 
buildagiant water-sports 
complex on the 
Waterfront, withacinema 
and ice rinktoo. The heart 
ofthis new docksideis the 
Albert Dock Complex, 
which houses a Granada 
‘TV studio, a half finished 
art-gallery, a chicand 
expensive shopping 
arcade and a newly- 
‘opened puband wine bar. 
(Those two are pretty 
‘expensive and pretty bad 
in terms of atmosphere 
and clientele, attracting 
ageing Lotharios trying 
desperately to be 
Beautiful People.) 

Fortunately, your 
ordinary rag-arsed 


Scouser doesn't have to 
drink in such places, 
because Liverpool has so 
many pubs and clubs in 
thecity centre. New clubs 
are springing up all the 
time: Sloanes in Wood St 
has received an 
enthusiastic reception 
from Scousers tired of 
so-called ‘fun pubs’ 

like Snappy's, Bonkers 
and le Jardin. 

‘The other old favourites 
suchas The State (as seen 
in Letter To Brezhnev) 
and Krackers (ex-Bier 
Keller) are still going 
strong, not because they 
have brilliant laser'n'light 
shows or anything, but 
because they're the sort 
of places where you can 
spill a drink on somebody 
and not automatically 
have them play noughts 
and crosses on your face 
with a Stanley knife, 

‘Krackers is my personal 
favourite, especially on a 
Saturday night when 400 
lads and girls dance on 
tables to the foot-tappin’ 
tunes of Groundpig, the 
resident band. Even 
better, posers are not 
allowed and there's not a 
medallion in sight. 

For the more lecherous 
‘kind of chap Liverpool has 
the Grafton Rooms, 
where the gitls are sleazy 
and the lads love it. The 
Grafton, a ballroom in the 








Clouds is a new trendy 
club. Ideal for catering 
students and people into 
Club 18-30 holidays, ithas 
two discos, a cocktail bar, 
and its own pub. The club 
presented a Radio One 
week in February, with 
celebrity DJs like Robbie 
Vincent and Peter Powell, 
so you can gauge the 
clientele it's aiming for; if 
you want to be 
considered chic here, 
wear Next or Benetton 
clothes, 

Local bands canusually 
be found in the pubs, 
particularly Benedicts in 
Boscombe, which 
provides live music three 
nights a week, Check out 
our best acts, The Blue 
Cadillacs, The Flaming 
Softies and The Slobs 
also worthwhile are The 
Agency, Thrash, and The 
Lounge Lizards, though 





Fifties and Sixties and 
now just an up-market 
knocking shop, has one of 
the worst resident bands 
in the country, 

‘This band (whose name 
T've forgotten for the 
moment) are like 
Brotherhood Of Man with 
abit of Black Lace thrown 
in, And the Grafton is the 
sort of place where, ifyou 
want to prod a girl 
suggestively, you'd 
better do it from the end 
of a ten-foot bargepole, 
But you know the old 
saying . .. 'ifyoucan'tbe 
good, wear a condom’ 

Liverpool is better 
equipped for live mu: 
than most cities. There's 
the Royal Court Theatre 
and Liverpool 
University’s Mountford 
Hall catering for big- 
name bands, and places 
like Brady's and the 
Everyman Bistro 
featuring up-and-coming 
local bands. Jazz buffs 
should visit Trader Jacks, 
and folkies will like 
Flannagans Apple. 

Whether you want a 

quiet night out or a crawl 
of the dodgy drinking 
establishments, 
Liverpool has alot tooffer 
~and I promise you Cilla 
Black won't be around to 
deliver Cillagrams 





GARY LEATHER 








most of them are MOR. 
There's plenty going on 
in Bournemouth, though 
finding the action takes 
time. And if clubs, pubs, 
the arts, museums and 
Freddie Starr don't appeal 


OXFORD 
Streets 


to you, you can always 
take a stroll along the 
beach with the OAPs and 
toddlers. 
Pass the ice cream 
HGRANT 


of 


learning 


XFORD is a 
huniversity with a 
town attached. It is a city 

of dreaming spires; the 
outsider's immediate 
impression is of a bustling 
town dominated by 
student life 

And that's the problem. 
if you're an Oxford 
student there's plenty 








Living on the eda = 


ie Nee aaa 


‘Oxford's all-night ioe rink 


going on, but the city has 
few facilities for ordinary 
young people. The 
students live in a insular 
and self-contained world 
with events and sports 
facilities provided just for 
them — and most of the 
city's entertainment is 
aimed at them, too. 
‘Though Oxford has 
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more screens per person 
than anywhere in the 
country except London, 
all five cinemas 
programme with the 
students in mind. Sothere 
are hardly any late-night 
shows out of term. 

‘The Phoenix has the 
best films and it’s the 
most comfortable cinema, 
while both The 
Penultimate Picture 
Palace and Not The 
‘Moulin Rouge have 
fascinating facades, 
perhaps the best of any 
cinema in the country. But 
neither lives up to the 
promise of the exteriors; 
still, the toilets at Not The 
Moulin Rouge are 
spectacular (all mirrors 
and red paint), even if 
they are a bit cold and 
uncomfortable. 

As for nightclubs, the 
medallions-and-shirts- 
open-to-the-navel 
brigade go to Downtown 
‘Manbattan (no jeans, no 
fun, fights, and heavy 
bouncers), and there are 
several similar septic 
places, as well as pick-up 
wine bars, The Caribbean 
Club is Oxford's best; it 
hosts different clubs with 
different music, Good 
music, reasonable drinks, 
sweat, dancing and 
darkness 

And if you're not a 
student you can always 











all this and Freddie Starr 





Sree 


go to McDonalds or the 
‘Wimpy and have a milk 
shake, or go to the pub 
(yawn), because there's 
not much else to do. 

It gets better in the 
summer, of course. The 
City Council organises six 
free Fun Days (featuring 
bands, theatre groups, 
clowns, etc) in Oxford's 
parks. And you can 
always get out to the 
countryside in five 
minutes, 

But whatever the 
season, Oxford nightlife is 
pretty nonexistent, You 
could try ice-skating-the 
Oxford ice rink has 
sessions all through the 
night ~ but you'd be 
better off going toLondon 
(about an hour down the 
road) fora good evening's 
entertainment, 

For all its worldwide 
fame, the university does 
little for local young 
people, and the town 
anders to the needs of 
students and tourists. 
East Oxford (the part of 
the city without the 
university) has one of the 
highest unemployment 
figures in Oxfordshire, 
while the north side 
(where most of the 
university is) has almost 
the county's 
Jowest unemployment 
figure. 
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EDINBURGH 
The rates 


stuff 


.UMMER'S NOT overrun by theatrical 
Iquite here yet. So, as Home Counties types 
everyone in Edinburgh —_enthusing over the 
knows, this isthe best Edinburgh Festival's 
time of yeartomake the thespian extravaganza 
most of the local facilities —or invaded by our 
before every pub, club, —_ loudmouthed, loud- 
street, closeand park is checked, transatlantic 
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enjoy the luxuries of 
getting served at the bar, 
hearing yourself order in 
the restaurants and 
getting onthe dancefloor 
in the clubs 

Oryou-can just do 
nothing at all and start 
saving your pennies for 
your holidays or 
Edinburgh's own annual 
festivities, which begin 
with the Spring Fling and 
its host of community 
events (this year delayed 
till June), 

‘And while you save you 
could enjoy a peaceful 
cousins in search of a Sunday-morning stroll 
cultural heritage to along the much- 
debase, accosting youon _ neglected Water Of Leith 
Princes Street with cries _ walkway with its 
of ‘Gee sonny, which wonderland of hidden 
‘one's the Burns woods and waterfalls, 
monument? right in the heart of the 

Ofcourse, ifyou really city, from Dean Village to 
want the hectic Stockbridge, and see the 
socialising of an starker urban landscape 





an exciting change from 
the local Tory and Labour 
councillors bickering over 
portraits of Nelson 
Mandela and being fined 
for spending too much on 
self-advertising. 

‘And if you think the 
rates don't affect you 
anyway, bearinmind that 
plans are under way to 
replace them with a 
community charge for 
every adult in Scotland — 
if that charge had been in 
force this year, it would 
have cost £230 or £418, 
depending on which side 
you don't believe. 

Still, as long as they 
keep on collecting the 
bins and someone comes 
round and sorts out these 
mice scampering all over 
my kitchen, why should I 
care? Mind you, the local 
sheriff's likely to come 
roundand nick our cooker 





international festival, __and graffiti at the Leith 


ifthe landlady doesn't 





could suggest (at the risk end. 
of invoking the curse of Also for free, you can sit 
the great Scottish East/ _ backandenjoy theannual 
Westdivide)that youhop battle between the 
onatrain to Glasgow for Council and central 

the Mayfest (3 to 283 May) government over the 
~but really this is agood —_ year's rates rise (now set 
time torelaxalittleand at 29.8%), which'll make 















cough up £394, At least all 
the money should go 
toward improving 
services and creating 
jobs. But can I get 
surcharged for saying 
that? 





TREVOR PAKE 





ROCHDALE 





RACIE FIELDS; some stick recently. 
ithe cotton industry; a Unemploymentisrifeand 
Fourth Division club the town centre has been 
three of Rochdale’s most ripped out and replaced 
famous things, and all with a plastic disaster 
three are now dead or called a ‘shopping 
slowly dying. centre’ 

Bordering on But life goes on 
Manchester on one side Musically, there areone 
and Yorkshire on the ‘or two bright hopes, 
other, Rochdale hashad —_ though there's no venue 





Bloodthirsty: Rochdale group The Monkey Run 


for regular live music and 
most people trek into 
Manchester. 

Leading the way are 
The Monkey Run, who 
recentlyhada minor indie 
hit with their single I 
Want TheBlood OfA Civil 
Servant — they're fresh 
and positive, with tuneful 
and melodic guitars. The 
band are signed to 
Intense (Rochdale's only 
record label), who also 
have another local group 
(Black Alsatian) on their 
roster. The Monkey Run's 
latest single, Falling 
Upstairs, was released on 
6 April 

And marly great new 
wave records were made 
here, most of them at 
Suite 16 studios (owned 
by New Order's Peter 
Hook) 

For the art-lover, 
Rochdale has plenty — 
provocative exhibitions at 
the town's main gallery, 
and other galleries like 
the Leo Soloman and 
Furrow, 

Many of the town's 
pubshave heen torn apart 
and replaced by posing 
parlours known as ‘wine 
bars' with catchy names 
like Braces, Dukes and 
Sports. Decent ale in 
cosier surrounding: 
be found at The Star 
Hotel, The Reed and The 
Spread Eagle. 
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MUSIC IN TAMWORTH 
The crucial Cope 





ASTissue AB Also living in a village ‘The Factory were doing 

Strickley reportedon near Tamworth is former _ well before they split. 
life in Tamworth Tamla Motown megastar Praised by Janice Long 
generally —and the Edwin Starr, whobought _ and Billy J. Kramer (!), 
town's musical life an old mansion at they supported Bad 
deserves more Polesworth.It'sreputedly Manners, The Meteors 
investigation. haunted by the ghost ofa and Shriekback, and 

Tamworth'sreal claim nun, picked up some coverage 
to fame is Julian Cope, And the heavy-metal _ in the music press, But 
the eccentric former bandMagnumcomefrom they split up after a 
‘Teardrops singer who Tamworth, though most —_controversial last gig at 
wenttoschoolinthetown localsaren'tkeentoadmit Tamworth’s premier rock 
before trekking off to it venue, The Rathole, last 
Liverpool where he met Even JakiGrahamonce December — apparently 
Tan McCulloch of the played gigs ata village the band’s lead singer 
Bunnymen and Pete pubintheTamwortharea tried to beat the bassist 
WylieofWah! toformThe before going on to up, 
Crucial Three and stardom and slag-off Tamworth’s top Band 
eventually The Teardrop —_reviews in LM. now is a funk group, The 
Explodes. The area's most Dance Stance; also well- 

Since the demise ofthe successful band recently _rated are Kara (HM), One 
Teardrops, Julian has was The Dream Factory, On One (American rock) 
moved back to the whohittheindiechartsin and The Great Express, 
Tamworth area, and now the summer of 85 with And then there's 
lives in the village of Fashion Toys/Wine & Freight Train, heacied by 
Drayton Bassett two Roses (adouble A-sided Julian Cope's guitarist 
miles outside thetown discon the northern soul__ Donald Ross Skinner 
centre, label Inferno Records). Julian’s brother Joss 
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MUSIC IN BRISTOL 
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HERE'S a musical Panic in the early affairs persisted long 
disease (I think Eighties. Every local after the better musicians 

it's peculiar to Bristol) group seemed afflicted by | had moved on to 

called arthritic hipness. | the compulsion to add something new. 

The symptoms appeared | unrhythmic bongos and But while creaky joints 

after the minor success of | tuneless saxwailstotheir | ached to the sound of 

Pigbag and Rip, Rig And | set. This sorry state of amateur John Coltrane 





‘Tamworth HM band Kara 


Cope is on organ. They're 
in the modern 
psychedelic vein, 

Freight Train's first 45, 
Man’s Laughter (on Bam 
Caruso Records), was 
well-received and sold 
well, and they were given 


talent nights, a different 
breed of bands began to 
emerge —slowly, at first, 
and then with increasing 
speed over the last six 
months. 

‘The sound now 
dominating Bristol's clubs 
~ fast, energetic guitar 
pop~isn't likely to crash 
into the Top 40, though 
some of the more 
established acts are 
regulars in thealternative 
charts. As I write, Janice 
Long is playing anew 
single from The Groove 
Farm, agroup who barely 
existed six months ago 
and epitomise the ‘get 
out, get ahead, getup and 
do it’ attitude which has 
made gig-going here so. 
much more enjoyable 
recently. 

One reason for this 
upsurge is the national 
success of the local 
independent label, 
Subway. Their first 
release, by the Scottish 
outfit The Shop 
Assistants, hit pay dirt 
and established the label 
as one of the country's 
best places for fresh 
young talent. 

‘Two local bands, The 
Flatmates and The 
Chesterfields, were 
successful on Subway — 
and members of the 
Flatmatesalsoset up The 
Bunker, a once-a-week 
club featuring Britain's 
best independent label 
groups. The club became 











a Radio One session for 
Janice Long, This brilliant 
band have supported The 
Mighty Lemon Drops and 
‘The Woodentops on 
national UK tours 


MARK MORTIMER 


a centre for new bands, 
giving them the chance to. 
Play before large, 
generally sympathetic 
audiences, 

Subway are about to 
release a rush of singles 
First out of the traps 
should be The Elephant 
Men (tongue-in-cheek 
lyrics, jerky rhythms), The 
Five Year Plan (intricate 
guitars, mature, 
aggressive pop) and 
perhaps The Jade (young, 
raw, tuneful). And watch 
out for The Seers, whose 
Sixties-influenced garage 
trashis stirring up the live 
It would take a long 
time, and a lot of cash, to 
see all the new acts in 
town —but in Bristol you 
can catch up on the best 
groups free at the annual 
British Community 
Festival 

The Festival is a 
showcase for more than 
20 bands as well as 
cabaret and theatre acts. 
It’s designed for the 
people of Bristol, so there 
areno camping facilities— 
butdon'tlet that keep you 
away. The show's getting 
more professional every 
year. 

It's all held on the 
Ashton Court Estate, and 
scheduled this year for 
the weekend of 11-12 
July. See you there, 
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LINCOLN 
It’s really dull! 


SK anyone lights, slick-haired ‘Telephones have 
what you'll find in tendiesandinane DJs. _promisedtoplayatalocal 
Lincoln and they'll say It'san unremarkable school (eh?), As you may 
‘the cathedral’ place, unremarkable have guessed, Lincoln is 
‘True, the cathedral is except for one thing: it not exactly the centre of 
probably Lincoln's most sellsthebest chips inthe the universe for social if. 
endearing feature, but whole of Lincoln. ‘To be honest, there are 
only ifyoulike tramping _Lincoln film buffs have _only two things that 
roundthe bloody thingfor twocinemas,The ABC —_Lincoln is really good for: 
hours onend, searching and The Ritz. The ABGis museums and pubs. 
forthe ‘legendary’ imp.  abitlike Cinderella's~ _Lincoln has always been 
AsfarasTmconcerned, unremarkable, run-of ahistoric place (yawn), $0 
the only other thing the —_the-mill. The Ritz has there are plontyof 
cathedralisgoodforismy occasional smallbands museums ranging from 
photography project. and comedy acts. We've _smallchurchthingstothe 
‘There’smoretoLincoln hadLenny Henry, Jasper | museum of Lincolnshire Looming large: Lincoln Cathedral 
but not that much, Carrot and the Who life, As for the pubs, well 
Ifyou fancy Dares Wins team. they're not exactly 
nightclubbing, there's Music? Oh, The Ritz _—packed shoulder-to- 
Ginderellas. Here you'll _once featured Big shoulder, but they're, 
findthe usual mixture of | Country,andhomegrown er... nicel 
deafening musi¢, swirling heroes 4 Million SCOTT ROBINSON 


NORW CH ere Norwich 


existentialism is adead 
duck, and the local dudes 


Bop, beer and tnd dideie aie 
Sao 


Nicholas Parsons | 222922, 


‘Camus preferred footy to 
philosophy. 
|ACK KEROUAC, interesting. Thisimeans |" Theonlyplaceyouused 
ifhe were stillalive | it’s time tomove on. to get existentialist 
| andiicking (and young | Next we go to Norwich | discussions here was in 
and sober), would ArtsCentretomeet some | the Norwich City 
undoubtedly be writing | truestyle aficionados. | dressingroomafterone of 
about Norwich, thenew | Haveapintof Guinness, | theirmany home defeats. 
jazzcity of the Eighties. | andtalk about Omette | | But City are successful 
But not even Andrexis big | Coleman's Atlantic now, so why not pop 
enough to write down all | recordings witha24-year- | down to Carrow Road for 
the outrageous antics of | old Gothic, Some great | some afternoon 
youraverageNorwichian. | jazz acts appearhere- | entertainment? 
‘Aweekin The Fine City | but the sooner they stop | Fora big soul sound on 
= 18th-century cobbles, | putting out chairs for a Saturday night, The Can you write f 
cultured intellectual cool, | these gigs, the better. Walnut Tree Shades has for Station To Station? 
Serious drinking and The leather-elbow- the perfect jukebox and a If your towni has ab 
Nicholas Parsons — patched audience spend_| strange atmosphere —a you're willing to share tha ame at all 
transforms even the most of the time gawping | mixture of Midwest style Greatest disco within, t sy 
dourest insurance at the noisy jazzers who’ | and yuppie mannerism. US @ STATION TO 6 usands of LM reade 
salesman intoawhite-hot | dance and holler during | Later on, try Rick's Place clubs and pubs oq TATION report. You ca 
hedonistic hepcat, the solos. or the legendary gigs and groups, or just Masons. SPOFtand polit 
mi gbopsaneous fun Santanas, and maybe And if your town’s boca at eal it : 
‘weekend begins spot a few Norwich City recently Jom, owns been in STATION TO STATIO' 
‘The Jubilee on Friday i footballers (no, they can't faut hated the writer's line, send ueen 
night, Ask the landlord to score at night either). ’ 
play some of his the additive-enhanced Ritzy’sis the best place rt ee Pet 
wonderful tapes, then flavour of the month in ‘on Monday nights, with Hommel treagc, 
talk to some of the terms of entertamment | cheap admission, cheap. STATION To. STATION rig 
sharpest dudesofall—the | and décor, but Brambles | drink and some STATION TO STATION Lani! 
‘ones who wear those caters for those into marvellous jazz records. Shropshire SYB tomo <M: 47 Gi 
incredible CAMRA. caffeine and polo-necked | Fora few hours you can 
jumpers. forget that Norwich isin [I] we're ; 
‘Acouple of hours later, | the middle of nowhere. features oF yoo KING 
were last year'sthing). | takeabitetoeatinoneof | But who cares? Welikeit PY their town ansvs Piece ecia 
After two pints of Norfolk | the new beat-erazy pasta | that way—we get Kevin | J portrait ui’ 208 who'd like to tak 
Nog, even real-ale buffs | cafés—Brambles again, | Drinkell all to ourselve: You've got an idea, give Pay ANION TO STATION 


sound vaguely Pasta Pasta or a. give Paul Strange i 
(0584) 5351 ing at 


hotographe 
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ITV is about to launch a long-overdue 
chart show, a rival for the Beeb’s 
trusty old workhorse TOP OF THE POPS. 
Reporter SUE DANDO meets the man 
most likely to present it, DJ David 
Jensen, and assesses the prospects of 
the new pop programme. 


ACKin 1984, | beenthedrivingforceand 
Top Of The general noise-maker 
Pops passed behind the whole 
agreatly- shebang. His enthusiasm 
publicised for the show, and his 


| milestone: its 21st 
birthday. But while the 
champagne cocktails and 
ats on the back were 
handed out like sweeties, 
how many gavea passing 
thought to one glaringly 
disturbing fact — that the 
show's format has 


certainty that whatever 
happens he'll be 
Presenting it, are 
palpable, 

“To make this whole 
thing work, to make this 
happen, it has got to be 
brighter and sharperthan 
the BBC show,' he 


remained virtually stresses. ‘And while, yes, 
unchanged for two it’s got to have bands that 
decades? make the charts, I think it 


also needs to feature 
bands from, maybe, the 
indie chart or the black 
chart, 

"That would bea way of 
making it different, a way 
forward. It would go out 
earlier in the week, too, 
mainly to cash in on the 
fact that the people who 
compile our chart, the 
‘MRIB, do so that much 
faster than Gallup does 
the BBC chart. Imean, 
when we go out against 
Gallup ona Sunday, we're 
actually in front of the 
BBC chart. Atthe moment 
they cannot better that.’ 

‘There are some 
common gripes about 


There are those who 
would argue against 
meddling with a winning 
formula ~ after all, 

TOTP has been a huge 
success. But how much 
has its continuing 
prosperity been to do 
with an ace show 
perfectly tuned into the 
music of young Britain, 
and how long has 

TOTP survived just 
because there's never 
been a serious rival to 
upset—and upstage this 
cushy number? 

Later this year, ITV will 
at last try to jolt Auntie 
Beeb out of her comfy 
armchair complacency, 


with the start of a TV TOTP: not only is it 

version of Independent _| prerecorded, but most of 

Radio's Nescafé- the musicians are 

sponsored Network Chart | miming, badly, increasing 

Show. the artificiality of the 
Details of the show situation, 


remain very sketchy, save 
for a likely title of The 
Roxy and a 7.30pm slot 
set to rival EastEnders. 
But one man knows more 
than most about the 
‘project’ - David Jensen, 
DJ at London's Capital 
Radio and presenter of 
the Sunday Network 
Chart Show. 

Since ITV's idea was 
first discussed more than 
two years ago, Jensen has 


So many fans will be 
disappointed that the ITV 
show looks unlikely to 
break with this tradition. 

‘Idon't know whether 
it would be feasible to 
have bands singing live,’ 
says Jensen. ‘In the 
environment of a TV 
studio and audience, alot 
of bands have difficulty 
recreating what they've 
‘spent thousands of 
Pounds on in the 


























sophisticated confines of 
a recording studio. 

"New Order, to their 
credit, always insist that 
they playliveon TV. Fora 
lot of bands, though, to. 
chance themselves to the 
mercy of whoever the TV 
sound technicians are, in 
front of what could be 
their biggest-ever 
audience, might be alittle 
unfair." 

What's probably more 
unfair than most things in 
‘TV and radio is the way 
Independent Radio itself 
has always hada struggle 
to break the stranglehold 
of the BBC's music 
programming. This was 
most apparent when the 
‘Network Chart Show first 
bounced off the airwaves 


dismissitasbeinga 
short-lived thing that 
wouldn't stay the dis- 


ibility to. 
"However, our 
compilers MRIB have 


alot of expertise in 
constructing the chart. 
‘They have more shops 
under scrutiny than 
Gallup. AsIunderstand 


towards a lot of chain 


DAVID JENSEN will b 


em ying a vaté Network Chart Roadshow, which ca ea 
togtreRadioOneatorTy || denngthenexttew months, Dates 20%" Seay” 

its (un)filthy luce, Brighton Pink Coconut om 24,005) gator Tiny's (© 
Jensen: ‘When the Bournemouth Academy (28 APY, Breet ool Pa 





May), Plymouth 


network: artek 
stwork show started, May) Poy ana Great ¥ 


most people in the music 





industry were prepared to 


tance and which people 
wouldn't give much cred 


proved that they do have 


the Gallup chart is biased 


shops ~— Smiths, Woolies, 





and Boots — whereas the 
‘MRIB takes a lot more 
independent shops as 
well 

*At the moment, in 
music industry terms, the 
BBC chart is taken as 
seriously as it is purely 
because it's on TV. 

‘And soon there'll be a 
rival for attention. 


it, 


nthe 
ne of the featured DJs 0 
cone Snow, which tours Batain 





‘armouth Tiffany's (27 June) 
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DAVID CHEAL quizzes the 
Giblets animation team, who 
made the hilarious video of 
Jackie Wilson's REET PETITE — 
and comes up with an insider's 
guide to making music vids 


EMEMBER Video Jukebox, that 
marathon all-night showcase for 
pop videos and their makers, 
broadcast on BBC2 last year? 
[Millions of viewers slumped 
dutifully in front of their tellies with four- 
packs and bowls of peanuts and prepared to 
gorge themselves on this visual feast. 

After six hours the nation's attention was 
wandering, and after too many beers and 
David Byrne interviews Britain lapsed into a 
shallow, fitful slumber. 

But then something happened which was 
destined to change The Face Of Pop Music 
As We Know It: in the wee small hours those 
stalwarts who hadn't gone to bed were 
aroused from their dreams by the massed 
trombones which open Jackie Wilson's Reet 
Petite. 

‘And the scenes onscreen were worth 
being woken up for. A brilliantly-modelled 
clay figure of the great man stood there, 
twisting, eyebrows twitching. Then there 
were trumpets coming out of his nose ~ and 
out of his ears! You could almost hear the 
sleep being rubbed from a million pairs of 
eyes in wondermentat the audacity ofitall. 

‘That was the first public screening of the 
now-legendary video for Reet Petite, a video 
which, flouting normal practice, was made 
before anyone had considered rereleasing 
the record. 

Four young animators called Giblets were 
responsible for this riotous video; and they 
made their Reet Petite not for big money but 
for their own pleasure, and because they 
needed something to put on their showreel. 

‘And it was an accident that the video got 
broadcast at all—a researcher on the Video 
Jukebox programme spotted a package 
lying around bearing the mystifying word 
‘Giblets', assumed it was a video nasty, 
looked at it because she thought it might be 
good foralaugh ... andthe next thing they 
knew it was on the air. 

By Christmas Wilson's Reet Petite was at 
Number One, thanks to Giblets; but for this 
wacky foursome, Reet Petite would never 
have been rereleased. 

Giblets Michael Oley, Carol 
MacGillivray, Mike Sumpter and Rob 
‘MacGillivray (Carol's brother) — began life at 
St Martin's College Of Art in London, where 
Michael, Mike and Rob were studying 
graphic design. They worked on flat 
animation films there, and when they left 
they teamed up with Carol, already an 
experienced film editor, and started touting 
for work on commercials and pop promo: 










































It was tough at first, and to pay the bills 
they all had to work as jobbing graphic 
artists and designers. 

But gradually the work trickled in, and 
since the end of last year they've all been 
working full-time on Giblets projects — all 
except for Carol, who also works as a 
freelance TV film editor. They share all the 
work, except for the editing and the clay 
modelling, which are Carol's departments. 

They've worked on TV commercials (for 
Tennent’s lager), and on pop promos for a 
host of big-name groups, including Smiley 
Culture (Police Officer), The Housemartins 
(Happy Hour), Lloyd Cole And The 
Commotions (Cut Me Down), The Stranglers 
(Big In America) and recently Westworld 
(Sonic Boom Boy). 

‘Though Reet Petite made them famous, 
they're anxious to play down any 
Suggestions that they onlydo 3-D 
animation. Their repertoire is endless: 3-D 
animation, flat animation, live action, or all 
three combined. 

Giblets’s rapid rise in the world of video 
was neither typical nor conventional — but 
they have some valuable experience, and 
here, based on the successful Giblets 
formula, is LM’s not very comprehensive 
guide to what you need tomake a pop video. 


MUSIC 


IBLETS were lucky—they could 

choose which song to use before they 
made their video. But why did they decide 
on Reet Petite(a song described on the 
original 1957 sleeve notes asa 'storm-tossed 
word salad’)? 


Rob MacGillivray: ‘It had so much in it. It 
‘was written as a novelty record, and it was 








T OF CLAY 





perfect for us because there was so much in 
it that we could interpret.’ 

‘Mike Sumpter: ‘We left college with 
reasonable experience in flat animation, but 
we'd always wanted to do 3-D animation, 
and we hadn't done any at college, Sorather 
than wait for somebody to give us a job 
without seeing anything, we decided to put 
something together in a’ pop-promo format 
which we could show to record companies, 
So we basically just put it together to show 
that we could do it. We wanted a track with 
unusual lyrics, and Reet Petite seemed 
ideal.’ 


CLAY 


\¥, rather than Plasticine, is the 
best’ material for 3-D animation, 
according to Giblets. 


Rob: ‘We did Reet Petite in clay because 
‘we wanted to sculpt a larger-than-life head, 
and that's very difficult in Plasticine, And 
Carol said she'd love to do it in clay because 
you can get it soaking wet, get your fingers 
into it and work it about into really nice 
shapes. 

“It worked great for the head, but for the 
little figures it's a bit more difficult and the 
stuff dries out under the lights. We were 
constantly spraying him with water. 

‘A lot of people said ‘It's wonderful the 
‘way you make him sweat all the time’, but 
that was only because we had to keep 
spraying him with water. 


Mike: ‘We had to have stand-by 
paramedics to stick bits back on again when 
‘the models fell apart. But it was all true — 
Jackie Wilson used to sweat alot; thephrase 
someone used at the time was ‘soaked in 
funky brine’," 
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FUN 


QEEETE siways have fan. When they 
first discuss how to treat a record or 
product, they have collective meetings 
(which often degenerate into seminars on 
Michael Caine's acting career). They bounce 
ideas off each other, taking them into the 
realm of the absurd. 

‘And when they've discussed how to 
approach a song, one of them will go off and 
work ona written treatment ora storyboard, 
which is then passed round, reworked and 
embellished. 


‘Mike: ‘Three people working together, a 
three-pronged attack, means you get three 
times as many ideas. The whole interplay 
and extending of ideas means things 
progress. It's great fun. A sense of humouris 
invaluable, because what we're making is a 
piece of entertainment, because we're out 
to sell records.’ 


AN EDITOR 


ILM is expensive stuff—it's a waste 
‘of money shooting scenes which will 
never be used. Advertising and pop promos 
have a higher ‘editing ratio’ than most 
filmed material (which means they use more 
film —a 30-second commercial, for example, 
may be put together out of several hours of 
film). 
‘But with prudent planning, your editing 
ratio — and therefore your costs ~ can be cut 
drastically. 


Rob: ‘We know exactly what sort of shots 
we'll need before we start, so we don't 
waste film. In animation you don't ever start 
drawing without having a good idea of what 
you're doing, because otherwise you're 
‘wasting a week's work, With live action you 
can go off and shoot ten reels of film if you 
want, but we think it's a waste of time.” 
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‘Mike: ‘Carol is always in on the meetings 
when we're planning how to cover a song, 
and it's very unusual for an editor to be in on 
the start like that. 

‘And she's there when we're shooting, 
which is also unusual, but because she’s the 
one who's got to cut the shots together 
physically, she'll be able to tell us we can't 
actually go from this close-up to this long 
shot. Also, when she's cutting the film, one 
of us is always there with her. 


Rob: ‘Let's say we're doing a live-action 
film, There are certain ways of covering a 
live-action thing — using a crane, close-ups, 
you can do hand-held shots; whatever you 
do, you have to make sure you've got a 
stockpile of things that you might need. 

“But if there's a narrative, then each shot 
is more strictly planned, normally the night 
before, That also saves on film stock, 
because it means they don't go on shooting 
willy-nilly." 


DISCIPLINE 


INCE 2! that nameypamby arty 
Jstuff for these Giblets people. Work is 
money. They have the usual nonsexist, 
nonracist principles — but Giblets aren't the 
types to turn their noses up at work on TV 
commercials, which some film-makers still 
regard as rather grubby, even though many 
top-name directors have benefited from the 
discipline of having to get their message 
across in a few seconds. 
‘Mike: ‘Advertising is not evil. Some of the 
greatest opportunities you can have to do 
something funny, fast and immediate are 
through adverts. We get some of the best 
adverts in the world in this country. 
‘Making adverts is also good discipline, 
because you've got such a short time in 
which to make your point. But we've always 
worked to a discipline like that, because at 
college we could only make films that were 
three minutes long." 


















Rob: ‘One thing we are not is pretentious. A 
lot of film-makers have a fine-art or film- 
college background, but we come from a 
place where advertising is great, and the 
‘best thing you can do is answer the briefand 
sell the product. So we look at a band and 
think, ‘What's the best way of selling 
them?’ 


ADVICE 








IBLETS have simple advice for any- 
Jone who wants to get into the pop-video 
business... 


out — we don't want any 


It's difficult for us to give advice 
because we didn't approach it the normal 
‘way. None of us went to film school, we kind 
of muddled our way through. If you've got a 
good showreel, in most record companies 
there's at least one person who'll be 
interested in seeing it.’ 


‘Michael Oley: ‘Patience is the key. If you 
really are talented then hopefully you'll be 
rewarded, but you'll need to be patient.’ 


And what if you want to do your own 
animation at home? 


Rob: ‘If you've got a stop-frame Super 8 
camera, it'll cost you the price of the 
Anglepoise lamps, the film and the 
Plasticine or clay. Reet Petite was made in 
seven days on 35mm film for next to nothing. 
‘The only costs were film and hire of lights. 
Everything else was favours; the 
cameraman donated his camera for free, and 
the studio was donated by my mum ~ the 
‘whole thing was shot in my parents’ attic.’ 


SO THERE 
YOU HAVE IT 


OTHERE you have it, Giblets are 

Niving proof that there is imagination 
amid the welter of media mediocrity. But 
their success is based on more than talent ~ 
unlike many video directors, Giblets never 
forget that their job is to sell records. 

And they never forget that making a video 
is a precarious balancing act between sound 
and vision. You have to illustrate the music, 
but not too literally, and not so abstractly 
that the visuals become a distraction. 


Rob: ‘The pop promo is peculiar because it's 
not a commercial, but it's not a fine-art film 
either. The art of the pop promo is to 
interpret that lyric, that feeling, that sound 
effect. 

‘Like, on the next Jackie Wilson one we 
did, The Sweetest Feeling, it starts off with 
a plink plink plinkon a piano, and we 
thought ‘That's got to be rain dripping into 
‘cup, really’. And the rest of the video came 
from that. We love coming up with nice little 
starts to videos which set the mood. 

"If the video doesn't add something to the 
song then you're not doing it justice; but if, 
your audience isn't humming the song when 
you've finished watching the video, then 
you've failed." 


So there you have it. 
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Where there was a wheel, Eddie Kidd 
hada way; on his trusty motorbike he 
made spectacular, daredevil, record- 
breaking leaps across bridges, cars 
and double-decker buses. 

But now Kidd has forgone the 
excitement of stunt riding to become 
a star of stage and screen. SUE 
DANDO met him on the set of his 
latest triumph, the LM TV 
commercial: 














EALLY, 1 
haven't ridden 
a motorbike 

on the road 
since I was 17, 
nine years ago. Too 
dangerous. Much, much 
too hairy." 

‘This statement comes 
from the man who once 
rode his motorbike over 
13 double-decker buses 
for a living; the man who 
leapt 80-foot-wide 
bridges with about as 
much fear as most people 
climb stairs, This is Eddie 
Kida, talking as though 
having acareerasastunt 
man is about as 
dangerous as being a bus 
conductor. 

Now officially retired 
from the professional 
stunt-riding circuit to 
pursue the more genteel 
careers of acting and 
singing, he still 
reminisces about his 
great days with relish 
and, one suspects, atinge 
of longing. 

Eddie Kidd acquired his 
first motorbike when he 
was 13: ‘Isawa film about 
the American stunt rider 
Evel Knievel when I was 
12.and I started jumping 
onpush-bikes, over bricks 
onoold doors on dump 
sites. That’s how it all 
started, 

"My father’s friend was 
the team manager of a 


small stunt tearmghd we 
used togoaroundithere at 
weekends, settingigrops 


up for them. Themthese 
lads from the teamrall 
chipped in a fudtand I 
bought this old banger 
and done it up, a James 
425, a really old British 
bike, 

Thegan riding 
professionally when Iwas 
15; [left school a year 
early and went to work 
with my father. At 
weekends I'd be doing 
shows, while during the 
week Id be working as a 
dispatch rider or 
delivering beds, I jumped 











13 double-decker buses 
and broke the world 
record when Iwas 16, and 
yet there Iwas, still 
delivering beds. 

“People were saying 
‘Aren't you that guy who 
jumps over buses?’ and 
T'd say ‘Nah, that ain't 
me’, because I was 
embarrassed. In the end I 
thought, no, this isn't for 
me, and Tleft the daytime 
jobs behind. 

“But the money for 
stunt-riding wasn't all 
that good, either. I 
jumped 13 double-decker 
buses and got £126 for it. 
£125 for being the first 
person ever to jump. 
double-deckers.’ 


Why would anyone 
want to jump buses fora 
living? 


‘Because no-one had 
ever done it before. Why 
do you want to climb a 
mountain? Because it's 
there, I suppose. Knievel 
jumped 13 single-deckers 
soIdone 13 doubles,’ 


Do you have to be mad 
to be a stunt rider? 


‘Well, it's the same as. 
racing or anything like 
that, you've got to have a 
bit of bottle, you've gotto 
have a bit of guts. But no, 
youhaven't got to be mad. 
Imean, I've never broken 
abonein my life.I've only 
crashed about eight times 
and I've done well over 
8,000 jumps. I'm quite 
good, or I was anyway. 

"And when I have 
crashed I've had to do it 
on purpose, because 
there hasn't been enough 
room to stop andI'd have 
gone through a brick wall. 
So I've just had to lay the 
bike on its side and slide 
along. Then you don't 
hurt yourself. The worst 
accident I've ever had 
was when I ripped a 
cartilage, [was jumping 
seven double-decker 
buses. In practice, No 
hands.’ 


How do you know youre 
going tomakeitwhen you 
jump?, 


jue i ee 
it's a caleulated risk, I 
sug Ant | pra 

Mimallrampioget 
flistance, 'm not going to 
‘tell you ALL my 
secrets...’ 


fe “Arethere secrets, then? 
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angle, getting the right 
ramps, getting the right 
speed, I didn’t even use a 
speedometer. I designed 
all my own ramps, too.” 


How would you advise 
anyone who wanted tobe 
astunt rider? 


‘Don't do it. Imean, 
when I watch someone 
else, because I know 
what can go wrong, Istart 
to get worried. IfThad a 
boy, there's no way I'd 
‘want him to do it; I 
‘wouldn't want any of my 
kids to do it.’ 


What diel your parents 
think when you started? 


‘Well, they didn't try and 
stop me because they 
knew I'd have left home 
and done it anyway. So 
they couldn't really do 
anything about it.’ 


Is there anywhere you 
can go to learn? 


‘Notas farasTknow, no. 
To bea stunt man for 
films, you have to pass six 
outofeight tests: Ipassed 
trampolining, scuba 
diving, gold-medal 
swimming, motocross, 
karate, and weightlifting, 
Soyou see, youhavetole 
very fit. 

“For stunt-riding its&lf) 
there's nothing as.such, 
no schools or anything, 
like that. There ars 
motorcycle schools, 
where you can learn 0) 
ride a bike, and there axe 
clubs where you ¢an goto 
race motocross, Hut {OF 
this — actual stunt-riding: 
~youhave to pretty much 
do it yourself.” 


Do you still hold the 
world record? 


‘No, a guy bedtime: 
about six months ago) I 
jumped 19.double-deeker 
buses in 1984;anihe 
jumped 20, 


Wouldn'tyou like to 
‘have a crack at getting it 
back? 


‘Yeah, but my manager 
‘doesn't want me to do it, 
for the risk, and because. 
now I'm making lots of 
money doing other 
things. But yeah, I 
personally would like to 
‘ty for it. Perhaps I will, 
Sometime.” 

Isn't there any stunt you 
WOULDN'T do? 


‘Well, nobody's asked me 
yet" 











While Fleet Street gets all in a lather 
about our TV soaps, Tony Pearson is 
determined to take them seriously — 
so seriously that a large part of his 
Glasgow University course in film and 
television studies is devoted to the 
study of soap operas. 

Interview by RICHARD LOWE. 


oaP is 
everywhere, At 
my local 
Woolworth's, 
next to the 
record racks with the Nick 
Berry well to the fore, you 
can buy a book of 





EastEnders knitting 


patterns; next door at 
Fine Fare there's a slim 
volume on a stand by the 
till called 90 Tasty TV 
Snacks with Anita 
Dobson draped alluringly 
on the cover, 

Ifthe ratings figures are 
to be believed, half this 


country's adult 
Population chose to 
spend last Christmas Day 
with the residents of 
Albert Square, 

But why are we so 
obsessed with soap 
opera? And what are the 
attractions of the genre, 
from the gritty kitchen- 
sink realism of 
Brooksicie and 
EastEnders to the glossy, 
glamorous escapism of 
Dallas and Dynasty? And 
is soap opera trivial pap 
TV or worthy 
contemporary drama? 

‘Well, just as the reams 
of newspaper pages 
devoted to soap operas 
signify their popularity, so 
the fact that soap operais 


now being studied at 
British universities points 
up its prominence in the 
economics of TV and its 
place in contemporary 
culture. 

Tony Pearson runs a 
course on film and TV 
studies at Glasgow 
University, part of which 
is devoted to the soap 
opera. And he's sensitive 
to suggestions that what 
is seen by many as, 
moronic trash TV is not 
worthy of serious study: 

‘Soap opera is clearly 
the most-watched form of 
drama, most experienced 
by late-20th-century 
society, and it would be 
extremely irresponsible in 
a course on film and TV 





studies to leave it out.’ 

And, as he goes on to 
‘explain, different cultures 
have different soaps, 

“Though there are 
obvious similarities, all 
countries have their own 
peculiar form of soap 
opera. They're very big in 
Latin America, for 
example; they're 
produced in Brazilin large 
numbers and quite 
cheaply, and are widely 
watched, 

“Most of them take the 
form of telenovelas, 
televised novels that 
come toanend eventually 
but might go on for as 
longasnine months, with 








one episode being shown 
everynight. These shows 
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area bit more 
melodramatic than ours, 
but there are a lot of 
similarities. 

"Soap operas the world 
over play on all sorts of 
familiar patterns and 
dramatic situations, and 
there are character 
stereotypes that recur in 
all soaps. A lot follow 
those of Dallas and 
Dynasty, where you get 
your villain, your bitch, 
your down-to-earth 
goodie-goodie brother 
etc, and the most 
cherished value is always 
that of the family, the 
family is always central. 

‘And even archvillains 
like J R Ewing and Alexis 
Colby have this noble 
streak in them when it 
comes tothe preservation 
of the family, 

‘So in that respect 
soaps follow similar 
patterns the world over. 
‘The interesting thing in a 
country like Brazil, given 
the massive divide 
between the wealthy and 
the poor, is that though 
these are always dramas 
about a middle-class, 
wealthy Caucasian 
Brazilian way of life, 
they're widely watched 
by the poor sections of 
Brazilian society. So 
there's obviously an 
element of escapism and 
fantasy at work. 

“There's always that 
distinction between the 
fantasy, glamour soaps 
and the down-to-earth 
realism soaps that we 
seem to specialise in here. 

“And I think you could 
goon to make a 
distinction between long- 
running programmes like 
Coronation Street, 
Crossroads and 
Emmerdale Farm and the 
newer shows like 
Brookside and, to some 
extent, EastEnders, 
‘which are inaugurating a 
new tradition. The issues 
those two programmes 
deal with are very much 
more recognisable as 
Eighties British social 
issues than what you see 
in something like 
Coronation Street. 

“They're more like 
Coronation Street was in 
its early years—if you look 
at some of the early black- 
and-white episodes they 
look like little drama/ 
documentaries, and they 
were actually billed as 
such in the listings at the 
time. And the criticism 
often levelled at 
Coronation Street now is 


40 0 LM May 1987 








that it's still very much 
steeped in Sixties values 
and is too nostalgic. 

‘But I think it's still a 
very entertaining 
programme and obviously 
it's still very popular. I 
think its strength lies in 
the quality of the acting 
and the writing and also 
the fact that it 
foregrounds humour and 
comedy a lot more than, 
say, Brookside, which is a 
bit grimmer in the way it 
treats contemporary 
reality.’ 

"ET the makers 

of the newer brand of 
soaps have loftier and 
more noble ambitions 
than mere entertainment. 
They hope to inform, and 
provoke public 
awareness of such 
modern issues as 
unemployment, drug 
abuse and homosexuality 
by bringing them to vivid 
colourful life in peak 
viewing time on our TV 
screens. Tony Pearson 
‘welcomes the 
development: 

“Ithink it can only be 
helpful. But that doesn’t 
mean you're ever going to 
change things just by 
doing a story about AIDS, 
which Brookside is 
reputedly going to do, or 
heroin or whatever, 

‘And then on the other 
level, because the soaps 
are somuch about human 
behaviour, there's this 
argument that people 
look at them to measure 
how characters in a 
similar situation to 
themselves cope and 
behave. 

Because identification 
is really what soaps are 
about — the way people 
share the concerns of the 
characters and get to 
know them and follow 
them over a period of, 
time. 

“They become like 
friends, people you know 
because you watch them 
so often, And that’s how 
you get the ridiculous — 
but ina way 
understandable situation 
where the actors from the 
soaps are greeted in 
character in public. 

“Take Sue Johnston, for 
example, who plays 
Sheila Grant in Brookside; 
now people come up to 
herand talk toherasifshe 
really was Sheila, butalso 
expect her to recognise 
them. And that sort of 
thing happensall the time 
=Imean, Mavis Riley from 
Coronation Street has 





had so many marriage 
proposals over the years 
it's incredible. 

‘Tthink the creators of 
soaps are very much 
aware that as far as some 
viewers are concerned 
soap characters are more 
real than perhaps is good 
for them. People adopt 
them as part of their own 
family, almost.’ 

Hence the widely-held 
view that the appeal of 
the soap is a result of the 
confusion and 
fragmentation of modern 
society, which has broken 
down traditional 
communities, leaving 
lonely and rootless people 
‘whose only real contact, 
with other people and 
only real sense of 
community comes in half- 


hourepisodesof TV fiction. 


‘Tike that argument 
very much,’ says Pearson, 
‘and it goes back to what 
was saying about 
Coronation Street being 
stuck in an earlier period 
of history. There is a 
strong element of 
nostalgia in a programme 
like that, and to some 
extent ail the soaps are 
set in communities that 
are much more 
straightforward and 
clear-cut in their system 
of values than most of us 
live in these days. 

“There's always going 
to be exceptions to this, 
because clearly in certain 
parts of Britain people still 
do live in close-knit 
communities, but I think 
the generally the way we 
live hasbecome alot more 
complicated in the 
postwar period. And in 
that context these 
programmes become 
enormously reassuring, 
because they'reabout the 
sort of communities we all 
wished we lived in. 

"But I think on the 
whole you should never 
underestimate people 
who watch TV or the 
ability of an audience to 
sort out fact from fiction. 

‘Ifyou talk to the 
makers of the British 
soaps they all insist that 
first and foremost they're 
in the business of 
providing entertainment. 

‘And if they can 
educate and enlighten 
and foster discussion at 
the sametime, thenall the 
better. I think that's 
probably as much as you 
can ask for, and no-one 
‘wants to invest the scaps 
‘with more significance 
than they deserve.’ 








FleetStreeters 


The papers, THE SUN in particular, 
were largely responsible for getting 
EASTENDERS to the top of the TV 
ratings. And there's no sign that the 
British public is getting bored with 
the front-page antics of Dirty Den, 
Michelle's baby and the rest of it. 

But who writes these stories? And 
where do the journalists get them? 
DAVID CHEAL talks to Sun reporter 
Kevin O'Sullivan. 











OF INIQUITY 


| JACT and fiction 
have become: 
indistinguishable. 
Actors have 
synonymous with their 
characters. Stories about 
Dirty Den onscreen and 
offscreen—make the front 
pages of the national 
press. Aleaked plot lineis 
an‘exclusive’, Journalists 
are employed to do little 
more than write stories 
about TV programmes 
You'd be forgiven for 
thinking that Britain's 
tabloid newspapers have 
become mouthpieces for 
the press departments of 
the BBC and the ITV 
companies, 
In fact, claims 
‘Sun journalist Kevin 
O'Sullivan, there's mutual 
distrust between 
journalists and the press 
officers whose job is now 
to stop information from 
getting out 





So where do the stories 
come from? 


We work by cultivating 
contacts on thesetsofthe 
top shows. The sources 
for our stories are nearly 
always production staff — 
people who work on the 
show but who are not in 
it. But as faras the TV 
panies are concerned 
the sources of our storie: 
will remain anonymous, 
‘On EastEnders in 
particular they're always 
having these witch-hunts 
to try and plug the gaps 
and find out who the 
moles are, but they never 
get anywhere near 
finding them. 


But are the actors 


themselves ever the 
sources of these 'leaks'? 














‘Actors in soap operas, 
tend to be frightened 
people as far as their jobs 
are concerned. A lot of 
them are people who 
have slogged their way 
through the profession for 
ten, fifteen, maybe 

twenty years; thenallofa 
udden they land these. 
lucrative parts which 
bring them thirty 
thousand quida year plus 
all the spin-offs, and they 
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cannot be expected to risk 
that. Sotheydon'ttend to 
help the press at all, and 
they tend nevertolet any 
out of the bag. 
"SULLIVAN takes 
Jgreat pride in the fact 
that it was The Sun which 
rana seriesof 'exclusives' 
on EastEnders, the same 
kind of pride which 
journalists once reserved 
for the investigative 
scoops which used to 
ke the worlds 
politics and high finance, 
‘The Sun revealed 
sively weeks before 
as on TV that it was 
Dirty Den who made 
Michelle pregnant. We 
told ourreaders that Lofty 
was going to marry 
Michelle. Then we told 
them that Lofty would 
heartbreakingly jilted at 






























the altar. Then the day 
after they screened the 
Lofty jilting drama, The 
Sun said ‘Don't worry. 
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everybody, he's going to 
marry her after all’. Every 
step of the way wetend to 
be ahead of them, and 
that gets them slightly 
fuming, 

Fleet Street hacks 
spend inordinate 
amounts of time and 
energy chasing stories 
which are, let's face it, 
about other stories, A 
leaked plot linemakes the 
front page even though 
nothing has actually 
happened in the ‘real 
world. Are soap operas 

ally new: 

People are fascinated 
by these series. We get 
some criticism for leaking 
plots, but we do so very 
irregularly, and we do 
make a point of assessing 
whether a particular p 
line is big enough to leak. 
Wedon'tsee ourselvesas 
being in the business of 
spoiling people's 
enjoyment 


























Den, informs me that the 
paper which coinedit was 
the Daily Telegraph: 
according to him, two 
months earlier they'd run 
a typical posh paper's 
look at the soap 
obsession, and they 


‘But on the really 
lockbusting plots, like 

‘who made Michelle 

pregnant and so on, we 

can’t afford to ignore the 

massive interest. Ifwe are 

able to tell our readers ‘If 

you buy The Sun today 

you'll find out what called him Dirty Den in 
happens inthe Lofty/ _| that, So relinquish my 
Michelle drama’, we | claim, But The Sun is 





know that millions and jonsible for making 
millions of people will not | the name folklore. 
be able to resist that 





What would you do 





nptation. 2 

| without soaps: 

sed to claim he'd Me personally? I don't 

coined the phrase ‘Dirty | think I'd have a job. The 
Den’, butthishassince | Sun hasa genuine 
become the subject of affection for these 
much debate, programmes, especially 

Dirty Den wascalled | EastEnders, and I think 
Dirty Den when we found | we could lay some claim 
outthat he wastheone | to hyping it to the top of 
who made Michelle the charts, 
pregnant. I wrote in The “But I do feel that the 
Sun: ‘The answer to soap bubble is bursting 
telly's most-talked-about | now. Journalists have 
teaser was revealed last | become slightly bored 
night... DirtyDenthe | with EastEnders, and 
barman done it." But they're looking for a new 
Leslie Grantham, the bandwagon. We're 
actor who plays Dirty coming outof thesoapera 


had 
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asked | Chis body, 4 


GET STUFFED! If you're into taxidermy, visit Potter's 
Museum Of Curiosity, 6 High Street, Arundel, West 
Sussex, where there's a collection of animals put 
ther by Walter Potter 126 years ago. 
It’s an enthralling tribute to Victorian bad taste, with 
fenes like The Kittens’ Wedding, The Guinea 
Killed Cock Robin? tablea 


fantasy 
Pigs' Cricket Match, a WE 
asquirrels’ club anda village school scene featuring 4 


rabbits and 36 (count ‘em) kittens, 

People brought Potter their pets when they die 
he collected others that had been put to sleep. 

‘The museum is open from 2.15pm to dusk most d 
and admittance is only 75p — but there's a chance the 
place will be sold and relocated after April this year. 
Ring Arundel 882268 to check 
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Royal, now 





Taxidermist Roy Hale fine-tuning his stuffed creation 
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‘OLD HORSES never die . . . probably the most fame 
ample of the taxidermist's art is Trigger (193. 
poy star Roy F 













y steed, on disp e 

‘A, Rumourhas it that the 
plans tobe stuffed 

and seated on his four-legged friend when 

pops off 


WHEN Roy Hale starts work on his giraffe in A\ 

year, he's going to feel small—the animal will stand 17 
feet tall. That means he can fit only the legs ar 
torso into The Bungalow. Th 
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OST PEOPLE would refuse to 

believe you ifyou told them 

that,in some lights, New- 

| castieisquite abeautifulcity. 

‘They'd instantly demand ‘How 

can such an ugly, grey city look even nice?", 

But that’s typical of the habit we have in this 

‘country of prejudging every town on what 
‘we think it might be like. 

We do it to the people of those towns, as 
well. We have to place a city with a 
caricatured parochial image or a tag: the 
Geordies, the —_Liverpudlians, the 
Glaswegians, the yokels, the ‘list is 
embarrassingly endless. And the Northeast 
and Northwest are, in terms of the war 
against parochialism, First World War 
veterans. 

But, at the risk of disappointing those of 
you who've happily accepted the Geordie 
image, I'l dispel the illusion, Newcastle isno 
whimsical backwater. The pubs are often 
full, but Newcastlers don't all wear the caps 





and drink bottled brown ale. 

Like most of Britain save the Southeast, 
‘Newcastle is a victim of the North Of Watford 
As Jeff Brown, Associate 
Producer of The Tube, told me in the Egypt 
Cottage pub one night: 'IfBritain was a 600- 
mile-long train, Folkestone would be the 
driver, London the first-class buffet car and 
‘Newcastle the guard's van.’ Nuff said. eight miles away. 

But Newcastle is regarded as the capital 
of the Northeast. Its situation on the Tyne, its_-high fares, endless _ staircases, 
the river so prominently straddled by the 
semicircular Tyne Bridge, made the city an _clean, simple and efficient, 
important commercial centre. 

Today, among the many covered markets 
in Newcastle's city centre is the statutory 
shopping mall—one ofthelargestinEurope, people brag. And despite the bad 
the huge Eldon Square Shopping Centre. unemployment, there's not much overt 

Ona Sunday morning you can go downto —_ enmity toward the affluent. 
the riverside to experience the open-air 

ket, held in the shadow of the bridge. I 
y ‘experience’ becatise some of the gear 
for sale is far from kosher; but there's quite _lot. Read on. 








Voie eeu eeas on 
POULTER and photographer BEEZER 
sample Newcastle, home’ of THE TUBE, 
Viz comic and the bridge over the 
behest) 






















buzz, and you can buy genuine goods at 
genuine reductions ~ifyou like taking risks. 
Travelling around Newcastle is easy. The 
Metro ~ the Tyne And Wear underground 
system — is the best way to travel to the 
centre from the outlying areas. The Metro 
covers a huge area and can take you from the 
city centre out to the coastal resorts some 










And, unlike the London Underground and 







interchanges and escalators, the Metro is. 







The Newcastle folk themselves are a 
warm bunch; there's no open hostility to 
Southerners and outsiders, whatever some 










‘Newcastle is a city alive; its people retain 
grace under economic pressure and make 
the very best of what they can. And that’ 
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|EWCASTLE’S CLUBS 

Jare a mixed bag. You 
can be very tempted to 
head straight for the 
flashing lights and gaudy 
shirts of poser paradises 
like Tiffanies or the 
leading ballroom, The 
Mayfair Suite, 

(Or you can aim for 
something a bit different, 
like The Riverside — 
which, besides catching 
the bands that don't make 
the City Hall asa venue, is, 
very popular and well 
worth an evening 

Dig deeper, though, 
and you'll find less 
obvious places, some 
good, some atrocious. The 
good ones include Julies, 
near the Quayside; it's a 
little on the small side, but 
itreally has got a good 
atmosphere and a DJ (Mr 
Harker) who's pretty 
good (even though hecan 
get his LPs and his 45s 
confused aftera few pints 
and make Mick Hucknall’s 
voice sound a bit too 
deep .. .). He's a dead 
ringer —and sounder—for 
Wolfman Jack. 

If your idea of a 
nightclub is the sort of 
place the more tasteful 
locals describe as a 





JOST CITIES 

these days have 
different drinking 
establishments for 
different tastes. You can 
quaff a pint in any kind of 
pub, from the ‘traditional’ 
spit'n'sawdust joints to 
the newer ‘fun’ pubs 
decked out with plastic 
palm trees and nightclub 
décor 

In Newcastle you can 

doall that, but there's also 
another kind of pub, the 
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The clubs... 





bordello, then you could 
try the Stage Door. It's 
adequate for a bottle of 
Grolsch and a boogie, but 
thenight we visited it was 
playing things like Money 
For Nothing, which I'd 
hardly class as get-down 

And if you're too trendy 
for words, then Walkers 
Café And Bar in 
Blackfriars is worth a 
peek. It's open 15 hours a 
day; you can grab a meal 
from 2pm onward and go 
for a frug in the evening 
‘The food itself is okay, on 
the Pizzaland level, but 
the café is a gorgeous 
open space which allows 
you to chat without 
having someone stepping 
on your coat-tails or 
breathing down your 
neck, 

The clientele upstairs is 
curious mixture of 
yuppies, girls dancing 
round theirhandbags and 
footballer-haircut boys. 
It’s a good night out, 
though the drinks are 
pricey. 


Remember: in 
Newcastle, you pays your 
money and you takes your 
choice, 








...and the pubs 


‘student’ pub. They're 
usually close to a college 
campus, 

But what makes the 
punters (genuine victual- 
lers' terminology 
there...) leave the 
warmth, security and 
cheapness of the student- 
union bars forthe student 
pubs? Is it music, 
atmosphere or cheap 
drugs? 

Answers: yes, yes, no 
comment. 








ae chappies and chappesses of The | ‘*endy pub, a place to be 
World Famous Trent House Piieniesaace 


Along from the Barley 
By far the best pub discs, no cover versions. | Mow is the Cooperage, a 
atmosphere in Newcastle | (AND they do nice very pleasant, low- 
isin The World Famous | Cheesey Beefs of alunch | ceilinged pub which plays 
Trent House onLeazes | time. Beezer will vouch | somegreatmusicandha 
Lane, justashort walk | for that.) the occasional live band, 
from the Haymarket area. | Part of the triumvirate | as does The Bridge. Try 
Its closeness to the that owns TWFTH also _| alsotheBaltic, or perhaps 
colleges and the St owns the Egypt Cottage. | the Free Trade Inn, 
James's Park footy Situated on City Road which has almost as good 
ground makes itagreat | nextdoortoTyne Tees _| a jukebox as TWFTH. 
giggle on home-match TV's headquarters, ittoo | All these pubs are 
days, if only to hear the ‘I | isrunby young people | recommended because of 
remember seeing none of your Bet Lynch/ | their lively atmosphere. 
Beardsley kickatennis | Angie Watts in But if all you look for ina 
ball round my estate Newcastle. ButtheEgypt | pubisarangeofrealales, 
yarns. Cottagemaybeoneofthe | a couple of old ladies in 
In short, TWFTH is casualties of The Tube's | the corner drinking stout, 
whatafunpubshouldbe. | demise; it wasa awagleaning against the 
‘Thejukeboxisaunique | convenient place tograb | bar recounting his last 
thing in itself—not adrink before popping | angling expedition, and 
because ofits shape or _ | next door, and was. the bore who can recite 
size, but because it's actually used by The verbatim the entries in 
independently owned. Tube in the first couple of | 1001 Things ToDo With A 
‘This allows the pub to series for interviews. Knackered Lada Car Door 
play what it likes, mainly | The final pub of the big | Ashtray—then I'm sorry, 
the sweetest soul, three is the Barley Mow, | mateys, we can't help, 
Northern soulandthythm | downon the Quayside. It | Time laydeez an‘ 
and blues — all original 's widely regarded asa _|_gen'lemen perleeze. 


Vizual effects 


ESTLED in the 
Iheart of a pleasant 
Newcastle crescent is a 
row of attractive terraced 
houses with long paths 
and big front gardens. 

Viz comic is based on the 
top floor of one of these 
houses. 

But despite the 
gentility and 
respectability of its 
offices, Viz is NOT the 
sort of comic you can 
leave on the table when 
the vicar calls; it’s importantly—and this is | —and next month Lm will 
smutty, it uses obscene | probably the main reason | feature Viz in greater 
language, and it has forits success~Vizisa | detail, along withaprofile 
ludicrous subscription glorious send-up of of Oink!, a similar 
offers andatremendous | traditional British comics | alternative comichasedin 















letters page. More like The Beano and Buster | Manchester. 












Fashion ina 
Northern town 


Folds to 
Newcastle 


IEWCASTLE offers _| and make the clothes 
ja fair range of fashion | themselves, offering good 
stores and shops. There | quality at reasonable 























are high-street pastel _| prices Pagan: suit dress £125 (£70 orjacktnd 5 for kr, 

shades at Next and plenty hat £14.99 and earrings from a selection, all from DAVID BROWN 

ofmiddling to-expensive | David Brown, 5 Old eee 

shops in the Biggs Lane | George Yard, Newcastle white duffel coat £85 from NIL; black-and-white hooped 

Marketarea(alltastefully | wu. 51 s1igh Bridge, turtleneck jumper £24.95 both from RECRUIT 

decorated with themes | Nil, 64 Hig! 

and all with that slightly 

pretentious Covent Recruit, 91 Pilgrim Street, Eat OUP TES month um tries a new approach to our fashion 

Garden designer Newcastle. These and coverage, Totiein with MANINASUITCASE, we've put 

spaciousness) many mare local designer together this photo feature on Newcastle fashion. 
Many like Nil and shops in Newcastle can heart OUT, _ ™e!2medels— Pagan and Guy —are both local 

Recruit take their stock | be found in the Biggs J students; the clothes they are wearing are locally. 

fromlocal design houses | Lane Market area, just a designed, locally manufactured and sold in Newcastle 

like Zwolf (aka the short walk from the Eldon outlets, and naturally we've photographed them 

Foundry Clothing Square shopping around the city. 





Company Ltd), ordesign | complex. 





MSO HUNGRY 
| COULD EAT A 
PERSON 


\y. 

iP 

P ? 

WHY NOT TRY THE CONCERT BAR? ‘ Pere ae Fens | 
THEY SERVE. HOT MEALS, SANDWICHES, iG & LUNCHEON ROOMS 
REAL ALE AND MANY IMPORTED | ec eee mae ol 
BEERS, PLUS THEY HAVE A GREA CITY HALL COLLEGE STREET NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 1 TEL'377144 


VIDEO JUKE BOX. OPEN MONDAYS JAE C ; 
LPM ii NTS NO ES 


NS 
CHRIST! i oe TE cos ie -ANY 
WHAT A » we Pil 
HOPELESS et 2 hy (BOUT ?, 


oT THE WIN 
GLASSES tn 


7) a A 
JQstaurant apg SS 
BRING YOUR OWN WINE 


Good home cooking - Value for money 


35a STGEORGES TERRACE JESMOND 
Mon-Fri 8am-9pm Sat Bam-Spm D> 
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Death throes of a 
classic rock show 


The Tube is to close at the end of its current 
series, after a five-year run which earned ten 
major TV industry awards. 

Internal problems at Tyne Tees TV, which 
produces The Tube for broadcast on Channel 
4, emerged at the end of January. 

Tube copresenter Jools Holland was 
suspended because of his four-letter slip ina 


Pagan: ball dress £110 from DAVID BROWN 


: black turtleneck jumper £24.95, 
| pableylinng £52 ond hat 4 39, all from RECRUIT 


Fal Rel Guarana PHAZE (Dy 


Trade Eng Wik 
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dark grey cotton mac with 





4446 HIGH BRIDGE 








live trailer, and there were unconfirmed 


reports of sackings and resignation: 





‘There wasn't much truth behind the ‘orgy 
of sackings' reports, but The Tube came 
undera bright spotlight as speculation onthe 


show's future grew. 


The axe was swinging but hadn't quite 
fallen when LM visited Tyne Tees's Studio 5, 


home of The Tube. 


It was the day Jools Holland returned to 
face the cameras after his six-week ban, but 
already Tube personnel were counting the 


days to the end 





HE drabness 

of Newcastle's City 
Road is punctuated by a 
pub and by a bizarre- 
looking building which 
‘grows fromthe pavement 
with a curious walkway 
covered by clearplastic(a 
cross between a bus 
shelter and a Gerry 
Anderson creation) and 
curves in a semicircle up 
the side. 

A crowd has filled this 
strange building every 
Friday evening between 
October and April for five 
years, eager to spend 90 
minutes in the company 
of The Tube in Studio 5 of 
Tyne Tees TV. 

‘And as well as the 
weekly 90-minute slots 
broadcast early on Friday 
eveningsand repeated on 
Sundays, the Tyne Tees 
Tubeteam (led by 
Executive Producer 
Malcolm Gerrie) has been 
responsible for several 
award-winning one-off 
specials, 

But it’s all got to stop. 
Since the New Year, 
Tube presenters Paula 
Yates and Jools Holland 
havebeenthetargetsofa 
barrage of media 
attention. And among all 





the FOUL MOUTHED 
JOOLS, BIG MOUTH TV 
HOSTand PAULA YATES 
STOLE MY LOVER 
banner headlines in the 
tabloids, there's been a 
more serious story. 

Andrea Wonfor, 
Director Of Programmes 
at Tyne Tees, handed in 
her resignation in the 
midst of the serious 
rumpus that began with 
former Home Secretary 
Leon Brittan storming out 
of Come Dancing With 
Jools Holland on New 
Year's Eve. 

Foreign Secretary 
Geoffrey Howe's formal 
complaint to the 
Independent 
Broadcasting Authority 
(IBA) fuelled the fire, and 
eamed Tyne Tees a 
repriniand from the IBA. 

‘Then came a six-week 
suspension for Holland, 
eamed by his promo 
pratfall, and more 
attention was drawn to 
the ‘untraditional’ nature 
of The Tube and Tyne 
‘Tees's programming, 

‘The man who had to 
carry the can was 
Malcolm Gerrie, The 
Tube's Executive 
Producer, responsible for 





Youth Programmes at 
‘Tyne Tees. 

Earlier this year, Gerrie 
asked Tyne Tees to let 
him go at the end of his 
current contract, which 
expires at the end of 
August. The Tube team, 
the IBA and the station 
controllers at Tyne Tees 
seemed to have reached 
an impasse. 

It's easy to believe 
Gerrie was jumping from 
sinking ship, but — 
chatting before the final 
decision to axe The 
Tube was announced — 
he convincingly and 
confidently justified his 
decision: 


Yess nad ewo 
offers of jobs, neither 
of which I've accepted, 
but the second is 
extremely attractive. 
After five years at The 
Tube I thought it was 
time to make a move, I 
went straight from 
college into teaching to 
‘Tyne Tees TV and it's 
been fantastic in that 
time. 

“Tyne Tees is an. 
incredible station. You 
reallyhaveanenergy that 
Idoubt you get at the 
bigger companies. 
Everyone's on a first- 
name basis and people 
are prepared to roll up 
their sleeves to get down 
toit.’ 

Gerrie is the first to 
admit he's a ‘terribly 
chauvinistic Geordie’, His 
feeling for Newcastle and 
the Northeast is surely 
one of the binding powers 
that kept The Tube a 
credible, big-name show 
coming from the 
Northeast, and he'sproud 
of that, 

‘Ithink that if it came 
from anywhere else it 
would be a totally 
different programme. 
‘There's an energy and 
freshness up here that 
seems a tradition in rock 
bands from the area, from 
Bryan Ferry, Sting, Dire 
Straits and David 
Coverdale ~ even Hank 
Marvin! 

‘It's funny, because the 
region, especially 
‘Teesside, has produced 
some of the best rock 
singers ever. [have a 
theory that Paul Rodgers 
(Bad Company), David 









Vv 


Malcolm Gertie, 
Producer of the 


departed Tube zz Grace Jones 





Coverdale (Whitesnake) 


yourself and your 
and Brian Johnson (AC/ _ | location. 
DC) all sing like they do “There is a danger that 


| because there’sa massive 

ICI plant down there and 
there's so much junk in 
the air that they all sound 
like... 

He offers a passable 
imitation of Paul Rodgers, 
prompting a hurricane of 
laughter from people 
nearby. 

Gerrie's proud of all the 
things The Tube has 


you can fall into the trap 
thatLondon-based shows 
fallinto, in that youendup 
making assumptions. 
Take Switch, for example, 
which replaced The 
Tube during our off- 
season a couple of years 
ago. It had a couple of 
Cockney types saying 
‘and so and so’s on at the 
Camden Palace so get 




















achieved, particularly the | down there’ 
fact that people in the ‘What the hell does that 
South are now aware of | mean to the person in 
bands inthe Northeast. | South Shields who a) 


(‘Before The Tube it was 
bloody difficult to get 
ee 
here.’ 

But despite Gerrie's 
fervent pride in his home 
area, as a TV producer he 
keeps a clear head. 
Though the programme 
has managed to feature 
about 20 Northeastern 
bands in its five-year run, 
Gerrie realises you can 
get too involved with 


couldn't get down to 
London; b) couldn'tafford 
toget down toLondon; c) 
probably couldn't afford 
the fiver to get in the 
Camden Palace once he 
got down there; and d) 
couldn't afford the £1.50 
for half a lager once 
inside? 

“The danger forusisthe 
same—do we say ‘We're 
from Newcastle so we're 
a Geordie programme, 


‘Tyne Tees TV Studio 5 in action 





let's fill it with Geordie 
bands’? If you're 18 and 
live in Devon it'll mean as. 
much to you as watching 
Switch does to the kid in 
South Shields.’ 

Gerrie has been 
struggling with these 
problems since The 
Tube started in 
November 1982, At first 
the show was considered 
amateurish (but that 
amateurish feeling was a 
ploy which even now 
keeps the programme 
fresher than Whistle Test, 
its nearest rival); then 
there was disbelief — 
particularly among TV 
people ~ that a major TV 
pop show could be 
produced outside 
London; but perhaps the 
greatest problem of all 
was beyond the reach of 
Gertie and the 
programme-makers, and 
rested instead with the 
programmers at Channel 
4. 

Allalong Gerriefelt that 
The Tube's time slot was 
wrong. 

"To be given the brief 
that The Tube has, and to 
dothatat§,30onaFriday 
evening, is really difficult, 

‘Td prefer it to be later 
inthe evening. Todoalive 
contemporary young 
person's programme —a 
horrible description, I 
know —at that time ofa 
Friday night was fine in 
the days of Ready Steady 
Go! with Cliff or Lulu, but 
in 1987 it's extremely 
difficult.” 

It aggravates Gerrie— 
and justifiably ~ when 
The Tube is compared 
with other ‘pop' shows 
like Top Of The Pops, 
Razzmatazz (also done 
from Tyne Tees's Studio 
5) and No Limits. 

‘It infuriates me, 
because when you 
broadcast ‘pop’ music 
you are merged into a 
market, one area. If 
Channel 4 or ITV asked 
me to compete with Top 
Of The Pops you'd see a 
very different Tube, but 
the brief was always tobe 
different and be an 
alternative to it, and 
we've tried as hard as 
possible to do that. 

"It's quite hard to get 
the cocktail right because 
if you put just new bands 
on then, yes, the ratings 
will drop quite 
dramatically. 

‘It’samazing, this myth 
that goes on about about 
The Tube having 
disastrously low audience 











figures and so on. Look at 
Solid Saul. When it was 
on, it regularly only got 
around the 750,000 mark. 
With Top Of The 

Pops you're dealing with 


(try comparing 
EastEnders’s 20 million 
viewers with Brookside's 
six million) and have the 
freedom we've had on 
Channel 4, Lower ratings 


a totally different league, | are an inheritance of 
a different type of being on C4, butI'mproud 
programme altogether, | to be on the channel, 
andit’sbeenaroundfor23 | _‘Thesupport we've had 
years. from Channel 4's 


‘Whistle Test last week 
got around 780,000 and 
The Tube got 1.8 million 
on the Friday alone. So 
this mythology gets me 
very angry. Now, if [was 
only getting 500,000 
viewers a week I'd hope 
someone would kick my 


Controller, Jeremy Isaacs, 
and from our 
Commissioning Editor 
John Cummins is 
fantastic — what they've 
said is that as long as 
‘we're getting around the 
one million mark, that is 
‘what they want,’ 


arse. 
‘It'd be the simplest ERRIE'S words, 
thing in the world to pack ijust before the final 


the show out with videos 
of Madonna or 
Springsteen or whatever 
meganames you want, 
But part of the brief was 
to showcase new bands 
and as long as that brief 
remains, of course you're 
going to get smaller 
audience figures than No 
Limits, which just jams in 
as many videos as 


announcement of The 
Tube's demise, exploded 
some of the myths: no, 
there wasn'tan explosion 
of sackings or a spanking 
of Tyne Tees's bot by the 
IBA, (Gerrie: “The IBA 
have actually been very 
good with us.) 

‘And now it doesn’t 
really matter. The Tube— 
an experimental 


possible." programme which lasted 
Has the repeat showing | longer than anyone ever 

of The Tube each Sunday | expected when it started 

helped? is finally going the way 
‘It’s helped in terms of _| of all series. 

being able to double our ‘The programme will be 


audience figures but it 
hasn't helped in making 
us braver, In fact, Sunday 
ofall days makesit worse! 
‘Now, if you had The 

Tube onITV1 at, say, 8pm 
ona Tuesday night, then 
we'd be talking about four 
to five million viewers. 
Whenever we had a film 
by The Tube on ITV— 


remembered because it 
was good for TV rock, and 
good forits channel. By 
Channel 4 standards The 
Tube was a high-profile 
programme (not always 
for the best reasons), and 
it was featured on the TV 
Times front cover seven 
times, more than any 
other C4 programme has 





6G srere's an energy and 


freshness up here in 
Newcastle 9 9 
Duran Duran, Spandau | been. 


Ballet or U2 at Redrock 
(which got 9.5 million) — 
we've had great figures. 

“But when the U2— 
which I think is the best 
rock documentary ever — 
was shown on Channel 4 
itgotlessthana million, It 
just doesn't make 
sense...’ 

Does being on Channel 
4, often ignorantly label- 
led/stigmatised as a 
‘minority, arts’ channel, 
mean The Tube was 
always bound to get 
lower audience figures? 

'T'd rather have the 
penalty of lower ratings 


For the moment the 
tube in City Road that lent 
the show its name will 
stand empty on Friday 
nights. Let's hope 
Channel 4 doesn't repeat 
its fundamental mistake 
and put out analternative 
rock show at a time of 
night when Rolf Harris is 
drawing cartoons and 
teenagers are asking Mr 
Holness for a ‘B, please, 
Bob’ 


ELM) 
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OUR shoulders 
hurt like 
they've got 
dozens of tiny 
needles stick- 
ing in them, Sweat 
explodes on your 
forehead —you thought 
that only happened 

in the movies! ~ 

and yourarmsknot up like 
sticky spaghetti. The 
veins in your forehead 
bulge, you clench your 
eyes tight to shut out the 
pain, Gotta... shift... 
this... weight... 

‘And your arms begin to 
straighten — lock those 
bloody elbows —DOIT!!— 
and suddenly the bar's 
steady, the weight's 
under control, and you 
dare to open your eyes. 
Stars shimmer in front of 
you, but only forasecond, 
There's your partner, 
with that competitive 
glintin his eyes. That was 
good. Effing hard, but 
good. Now doitagain. DO 
IT! And yourarms— God, 
they feel like they'll 
never... 

Pretty macho, huh? 
Little wonder that 
weights rooms and gyms 
have built up their own 
subcultures as secretive 
as Masonry. It's not that 
you have to know the 
handshake... but if you 
can't tel the difference 
‘between abs and lats, 
think a preacher curlis a 
vicar on his knees and a 
calf raise has something 
todowith farming, then— 
come on, man! ~you're a 
WIMP! 

‘Atleast, that’s what 
the dedicated pumper of 
iron would like to think. 
But it’s just not true, and 
that's proved every time 
you walk into a weights 
room. There are places for 
the monks of muscular 
magnificence, but there's 
ahell of alot of difference 
between body building 
































and using weights and 
the gym for fitness. With 
some guys, sure, it's not 
so much iron they're 
pumping as toughened 
steel —but for most 
People, it's a couple of 
sessions a week to get 
those forearms looking 
flash, not fat, 

‘With modern fitness 
machinery, any self- 
respecting weights room 
looks more like a torture 
chamber than a sports 
centre. And the language 
of the weights room is 
suitably mechanical and 
masochistic — but matey 
all the same. You talk of 
systems ~ Nautilus, 
Universal—and build upa 
core of a dozen or so 
routines. Terms like 
aerobic, isometric, and 
the names of muscle 
groups start to mean 
something, you begin to 
pick up the chat: ten reps 
on the pec-deck, OK? Go 
forit! 

But you can't just walk 
into the gym and take a 
heave on the first 
gleaming piece of metal 
you see. First, you'll get a 
clip round the ear fromthe 
manager for wrecking his 
equipment, Second, you'll 
be ina heap on the floor 
after your equipment has 
shot across the room. 

‘Most sports centres 
and clubs will ask you to 
take an induction course 
‘before you start — not to 
see what a hopeless case 
you are, or to embarrass 
you, but tomakesureyou 
understand the 
machinery, what effect it 
will have on your body, 
and how youcanhelpthe 
process along. In other 
words, it's a good, solid 
introduction to the scene, 

Then you're on your 
own ~but any reputable 
gym will have an 
instructor there all the 
time, keeping an eye on 








you, helping out, 
advising. It might be cool 
tochuckmassive weights 
about, but your body's at 
risk—and massive 
weights can do massive 
damage. 

Instead, sit down and 
think about what you're 
trying to achieve with 
weights: whether you: 
want to strengthen 
skinny legs, or develop 
the classic V-shaped 
physique, a carefully 
thought-out programme 
and regular sessions will 
help you on the way. A 
good book is a real help, 
and none’s better than 
The Manual of Weight 
Training by George 
Kirkley and John 
Goodbody (published by 
Stanley Paul at £9.95), 
Ask at your local library. 

‘You can take weight 
training in many 
directions. The best 
exercise-machine 
systems offer an almost 
limitless number of 
exercises; the challenge 
lies in working out with 
heavier and heavier 
weights, and performing 
‘more repetitions. 

These will gradually 
develop your strength 
and physique, and for a 
‘total body programme! 
youcan add some aerobic 
activity to improve 
flexibility and stamina 
and stop you becoming 
too musele-bound. 
Athletics, a team sport 
and dance (no, don't 
sneer till you've tried it!) 
all fit the bill. 

Or you can take up the 
sport of weightlifting — 
which doesn't mean 
turning into a grunting, 
pot-bellied, hairy monster 
(unless you want to, of 
coursel). There are nine 
weight categories, 
ranging from fly to super 
heavy, and it's a sport 
where skill and technique 
are as important as 
strenath. 

It's quite cheap, to 
you need to start isa 
tracksuit, and even if you 
get hooked your only big 
investment will be in 
‘special weightlifting 
shoes, It's best tojoina 
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B 
AND POSES 


eep on pumping 


Mike, 19:‘T 

quite often. I go weight 

training a couple of nights 
finish off with 


bike and treadmill It’s 
good fun, there's a nice 
atmosphere and no-one’s 
there to pose. 


Peter, 22: ‘Iused to be 
very interested in body 
building when I wasn't 
working: [suppose it was 
because [had time to 
spare. But now I'm out all 
day, it's harder to find 
time tocomedownhere.1 
reckon to do a work-out 
Robin, 28: ‘I don't play 
any sports, soI need to 
ep fit somehow. Once 
youget into the routine of 
Going, it can be really 


enjoyable —and if you've 
done a decent work-out 
‘and sweated a bit, then 
you don't worry too much 
About that extra pint in 
the evening!” 


Elaine, 24: “The blokes 
sometimes are a bit 
macho, but the regulars, 
the ones I usually see in 
the weights room, just 
take me for granted now. 
‘They don't think there's 
anything odd about a girl 
pumping iron, they treat 
ine like one of the lads." 


Harry, 17: ‘Idon’t think 
ald ever get into the 
real hard-core stuff, but 
shifting a few weights 
about does build up your 
muscles, and it's a good 
‘well. 


CONTACTS 


Sports Council, 16 Upper Woburn 

eects Place, London WC1H 
ith Amateur Weight Lifters’ A 

HE Oxford Tel: Oxford (0865) 778319 eae 
ational Amateur Body Bullders’ Association, 20 

Graven Street, London WO2N SN? Tel. O14 








+ 








WHO'S GOT 
THE NOISIEST 


BOTTOM IN BRITAIN? 


Buy\Y | 4 AND SEE. 


comic 





Viz is available from Virgin stores, most comic shops and from several disreputable 
newsagents. Try ordering it from yours, or send £11 for the latest issue, to: 


‘Viz Comic’, Suite 216, Canalot Studios, 222 Kensal Road, London W10 5BN 


Not for sale to minors. 
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murder, buthe becomes a 
model prisoner to gain 


Nous3TI09 Wao. 


Stanley Kubrick’s notorious, 


disturbing film is lost to us all — in privileges, When he hears 
Britain, at least. JOHN MINSON eee teenies or 


behavioural therapy, 
which could get him out of 
prison in weeks, he 


unpeels the legend. 


LEXandhis | Ludwig Van. manages to get onto the 
gang of ‘The next day Alex gets | scheme by feigning 
Droogs are up late, and aftera brush | penitence. 
having fun, with his prokation officer | — The Ludovico 
Theykickan | heleavesthetower-block | treatment uses an 

old tramp around. Then’ | slum, with its obscenely 


they fight with another _| graffitied walls, and picks 


out into the countryside 
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Ninth is played. Alexnow 
associates the music with 
violence and vomit. 
Alexis ‘cured’; the final 
test is his passive 
acceptance of humiliation 
in front of an audience of 
VIPs. His only reaction to 
a beating is to throw up. 
But when he returns 
home, he finds his parents 
have let his room toa 


scumanerane | eenmarmat | Awe survived A clockwork 


and attack awriterand | themhomeforabitofthe i 
rape his wife, All the old in-out, Orange. Nobody turned into 
while, Alex whistles But all is not well. The i 
Singin’ In The Rain Droogs are tired of Alexas a psychopath, determined to 

It’s been a good night, | theirleader, and he's -nii i 
s0 they retreat to the. forced to show them find an all-night stockist of 
Korova Milk Bar for some | who's boss. So that night 
drugs and relaxation. they raid an isolated Doc Martens. 
Whenawoman bursts | house, owned by the 
into a snatch of eccentric ‘cat woman’, | aversion therapy. Alexis smooth young lodger. 
Beethoven's Ninth and Alex beats her head | injectedwithadrag,then | and, unable to do 
Symphony, Dimlaughs, | inwithahuge marble _| forced to watch scenes of | anything, Alexis forced to 
50 Alex slaps him around. | phallus. But as he leaves, | sex and violence. The roam the streets 
Ifthere's one thing Alex | his disillusioned gang | result is uncontrollable ‘A tramp approaches 
loves more than attack him and leave him | nausea, Duringa filmof | Alex and recognises him 
ultraviolence, it's the to the police the Naziconcentration | as the thug who beat him 
music of the divine Alex is jailed for camps, Beethoven’ up. He sets on the 


defenceless Alex. Two 
policemen come to Alex's 
rescue —but they're none 
other than his old allies 
They're only too glad to. 
haveachancetotakehim 
into the countryside and 
Kick him around. 

Bruised and bleeding, 
Alex makes for a house. 
It's the home of the writer, 
whose wife is now dead. 
Atfirsttheman takes pity 
onAlex, planning tomake 
political mileage out of 
the government's 
inhumane use of Ludovico 
therapy. But when Alex 
hums Singin’ In The Rain, 
the writer recognises him, 

Consumed with rage, 


HERE'S been 
controversy over A 

Clockwork Orange ever 
since Anthony Burgess’s 
brilliant novel was first, 
published in 1962. Both 
the book and Stanley 
Kubrick's film (1971) are 














violence are shown at should find itself in the 
every level of society company of splatter and 
The self-seeking, sword-swallowing!) 
politically-motivated ‘There are also several 
minister is as cynical as HE FILM of their point. prints in the hands of 
Alex in his attitude to A Clockwork ‘One person who private collectors, which 
human life, Vicious Orange ishoth wonderful | certainly wouldn't like to | have surfaced at secret 
Droogs are made and terrifying, an see A Clockwork showings, 
respectable by joining the | uncompromising vision | Orange back in your local | _ Or you could do what I 
police. images of which have Odeon is antiporn did and fly to Sweden, 
But probably the most | remained long after it campaigner Mary where it’s shown 
disconcerting aspect of | vanished from our Whitehouse. She recalls a | regularly. It was showing 
the story is that Alex, screens. celebrated case ofthe | twice in the week I was 
murdererandrapist,isits |  Tillrecently there was | earlySeventiesinwhicha | there, once toa fullhouse 
most sympathetic astallinaLondonmarket | groupof youths, dressed | of intellectuals at the 
character. selling the white jeans, | upasDroogs, mugged —_| Swedish National Film 
‘Malcolm McDowell is | shirts and gloves and and killed a tramp. Theatre. .. butIdecided 
highly appealing in his | black bowlerhats which | Life imitating art? Mrs | on a midnight matinée at 
brilliant performance as | were the uniform ofthe | Whitehouse has no a small local cinema with 
Alex. He's sly and witty, | Droogs. Teenagers who | doubts about it two dozen ordinary 
and as the universal werestillinshort trousers | ‘It would be the height | citizens. 
victim — first of brutal in 1971 knew how Alex | ofirresponsibilitytoshow | And I survived. 
police interrogation, then | dressed. it. The experience of Nobody, as far as I could 
of Ludovico and the Yet A Clockwork crime in America ofa tell, had been tumed into 
government—he seems | Orange is no longer Clockwork Orange type | a psychopath, 
less vicious than the available in this country | that appeared in each determined to find an all- 
forces of ‘decency’. When | (though a quick trip town where the film was | night stockist of Doc 
Alex survives, we're across the Channel will | shown provided one of | Martens and bowlers. 
pleased. et you see what you've | the most striking Ido, however, have a 
Add to this Stanley been missing). The examples of the power of ‘| little sympathy, God help 
Kubrick's almost popular story is that the media to corrupt. me, with the views of the 
perversely dispassionate | Kubrick himself has There seems no chance | censors. Ifthe film were 
direction. He never forbidden further that A Clockwork rereleased now it would 
Glamourises the Droogs; | showings—orrelease on | Orange will resurface in | create such a hype that it 
big close-ups pick out video, because the film | this country, atleast in | would have an effect 
eM aes | | blackheads pitting stupid | would inevitably be cut. | the foreseeable future. and there's always some 
oc em | | faces But Warner Brothers, | Butif you're determined | idiot who'll pick up on 
But when it comes to _| who coproduced the film, | tosample this forbidden | some powerful imagery 
therapes and violence, | deny this, saying that it's | fruit, there are ways and | asa handle for his or her 
it's all stylised. The really | merely a marketing means. psychosis, 
unpleasant scenes arenot | decision. Given the Firstly, there are the It’sall aquestion of how 
the murders, but those of | amount of interest inthe | pirate bootleg prints, and | a society treats its 
Alex, eyes wired open, _| film, this may seem asahottitle A Clockwork | citizens and whether it 
undergoing ‘therapy’ strange—butmuchofthat | Orange matches Driller | credits them with enough 
Alex is hardly a hero, of | interest would inevitably | Killerand Deep Throat in | intelligence to separate 
course—butneitheris | echothe hysteria of 15 | popularity. (Strange that | fact from fiction. And 
he plays Beethoven's anybody else inthe film. | years ago, so you can see | afilmofsuchartisticmerit | that's surely just what A 
Ninth at full volume. The | Conditioning him, so that | —————_—_____________. Clockwork Orange is all 
music causes Alex such | hecan'tdefend himself, is | Droog abuse: Malcolm McDowell in A Clockwork Orange about! 
agony that he throws clearly inhuman —but 
himself out ofa window. | then, sois banging him up 
He wakes in hospital. inan overcrowded jail, 
The government has _| the target of thugs and 
arrested the writer and _| paedophiles. 
his fellow rebels, and has | "A Clockwork 
cured’ AlexofLudovico's | Orange throws up a lot of 
effects. The minister very uncomfortable 
responsible visits Alex __ | questions and doesn't 
who, wily as ever, accepts | answer them, which 
thehandoffriendship.As | hardly makes for easy 
he does so, the press viewing. 
burst in through the door | Butitalsocommitsa far 
and photograph the two | worse crime —it's highly 
together. Alex smiles; he | enjoyable. Kubrick is a 
is now invaluable tothe | brilliant director, and he 
minister's public handles the rapes and 
reputation. muggings like dance 
numbers. Brutality 
becomes as much fun as 
} watching Singin’ In The 
| Rain. 
i It's as if we're being 
narrated in youth slang, | asked to face up to our 
foreign language. bit of ultraviolence and 
And they're shocking, | the old in-out... we 
not as a picture of youth | wonder whether we're 
Violence, but because the | quite as civilised as we 
sickness and corruption | pretend. And that is truly 
responsible for that terrifying. 
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ENDARY 
MEGASTARS 


AT LAST! You blinded gross-buttocked 
bishops, you flatulent —_flea-witted 
philosophers, you underpant scrapings of 
science and education, I have the proof! I 
hold it in my hand, and it will not lie down! 
After several minutes of detailed research 
here in the Rubber Room, I bring you news 
which will rock the world. Ready? 

Well, okay, thisisIT .. . all those so-called 
‘myths’ and ‘legends’ about gods visiting 
Earth in ancient times are true! And I am 
ready to prove it, here and now. So get off 
your knees and siamdance! 

‘This is God's honest Truth. Long, longago, 
an intergalactic heavy-metal rock'n'roll 
supergroup called Atlantis arrived to play 
the Stonehenge Midsummer Festival. 
Unfortunately, their road manager was a 
cosmic dickhead of the first magnitude, and 
the boys arrived 3,000 years early forthe gig. 

He landed their monstrous starbus smack 
in the middle of a no-parking zone, and the 
local Druids wheel-clamped the thing with 
large blocks of stone arranged in a circle, 
which remain to this day. 

‘That same afternoon, a Tuesday, a state- 


Ravings from the 
Rubber Room 


of-the-art global stereo sound system was 
erected, with large pyramid amps erected 
on bits of waste ground in Thebes, Egypt, for 
the right-hand channel, and Tikal, Mexico, 
for the left-hand channel. 

Atlantis's sound engineer, Godfrey Quid, 
was having an intimate relationship with 
Siamese-twin backing vocalists named Yin 
and Yang, and it didn’t take Yin long to find 
out what was going on behind her back. 
Naturally they had a blazing row, in some 
bushes near the right-hand speakers, which 
ended up with God doing the sound check 
and confessing his sins all at the same time, 
on top of a mountain. This was faithfully 
reported by a local rock journalist, name of 
Moses. 

Needless to say the gig was a total 
disaster, and many prehistoric cave 
paintings record the scene of a bunch of 
skinheads throwing darts and beer cans at 
the lead singer, dressed in his stage outfit of 
animal skins and horns. 

Because of global flyposting the band’s 
stage act is depicted on many ancient 
temple carvings — which are not erotic, as 
generations of sex maniacs have insisted, 
but clearly show someone holding a 
microphone with one of those foam baffles 
on the end, as the lead singer wraps lips 
around it during a ballad. 


And, in every major culture on our planet, 
the memory of the band’s publicity agent 
and contract lawyer persists. Adman and 
Eve had the audacity to flog promotional T- 
shirts printed with their own likenesses. The 
memory of this lingers on in hundreds of 
ancient paintings, and any fool can see 
Adman with his retractable biro between his 
legs, and Eve with what are obviously the 
spools of a portable tape recorder held to her 
chest, 

So there you have it, you superstitious 
primitives, clinging to your pathetic beliefs — 
conclusive proof that we are not alone in the 
universe, but are merely a forgotten venue, 
a village hall lost in the suburbs of an 
intergalactic tour. 

Atlantis split up after their bus crashed on 
the way to New York. Godfrey and Jess, the 
drummer, tried to reform a thousand years 
later, and picked up a 12-piece for rehearsals 
around Jerusalem, but they'd gotten into 
protest songs and folk music and the heavy- 
metal fans crucified them. 

God is still around. He's got plans for a 
spectacular concert to mark the 3,000th 
anniversary of his arrival here, It's going to 
have a laser show that will cover the world, 
and he tells me the sound is going to blow 
your mind. He's calling the new band 
Armageddon. 





LEWD MOMENTS 


IT MUST be getting near Easter because my 
head turned into a boiled egg again this 
morning. I wish to complain that it is too 
runny when I dip my soldiers in. I also wish 
to complain that I am suffering sexual 





harassment at work, which is most 
unfortunate as I am in solitary confinement 
here in the Rubber Room. second that. 


MEL CROUCHER is off his rocker 
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LESS MEAT 


Horman Tebbit 
Ministry Of Vicious Cutbacks 
Transplbania 


‘Dear Most Mighty Lord Of The Undead 


Thave, as instructed, prepared a list of titles 
which are to be imposed after the Mass 
Cutbacks. All old-fashioned waste has been 
cut out, and I hope you will find my proposals 
in line with your leaner, more efficient Great 
Britain. 





Children's entertainment: 
Goldilock And The Gerbil 
A Dalmatian 

‘Rather Grey And A Dwarf 
Ali Ba And His Stockbroker 


Adult entertainment: 





Sylvia Stallone in Chalky 


Charlton Heskilo as Moses in One Or Two 
Suggestions 


Linda Lovelace in Clenched Teeth 


Clint Easttree and Poorchard Burton in 
Where Budgies Hesitate 





Your plans for dismantling working-class 
pleasure have suffered severe setbacks, O 
Omnipotent One, with the recent collapse of 
your Football Cuts. It seems obvious that the 
Fulham/QPR scam and the Wimbledon blag 
were not ambitious enough, so the following 
clubs will be amalgamated at the beginning 
of next season: 


Alloa and Darlington will become Allo 
Darling 

Forfar, Kingston and Hull will become 
farKing Hull 

West Ham, Chester, Sunderland and 
Ipswich will become Ham And Cheese 
Sundwich 


St Helens, St Mirren, Arsenal, Fulham, 
Dunfermline Athletic and Bristol City will 
become Helen Mirren's Arse And Full ferm 
Athletic Bristols 


Meanwhile, here are the latest results from 
the Tippex Cup: 


Sam Fox Rovers 2 Russell Harties 69 (Stevie 
Wonder o.g., Boy George 0.4.) 


Fergie Rangers v Di Anorexics (yellow sub, 
reign stopped play) 

Dando Academicals v Beirut 
(postponed, Terry Waite sent off) 


Jacqueline Dupree v Douglas Bader (late 
kick-off) 





United 








| 


The phone rang. It was my boss with 
details of acase he wanted me to work 
on. The brief was sketchy —I was to 
infiltrate the world of the real-life 
Private Detective, discover his 
whereabouts, observe his 
movements, and unearth as much 
information on this most mysterious 
of professions. It was my toughest 
assignment yet ... 


Sam Spade: SUE DANDO 


/¥ INQUIRIES 

began at the 

FBI—Finlay's 

Bureau Of 

investigation 
. Crystal Palace, England, 
My contact there was a 
Colin Finlay, Private 
Investigator, and 
controller of the FBI 
operation. Ineeded 
information about his line 
of business, cases he 
handled, the kind of 
shooters he might use, 
though I figured he might 
be a little unforthcoming 
on such details, Iwas 


‘4 


wrong, 

‘Tm now going to dispel 
all your preconceptions 
about Private Detectives 
and the type of work we 
undertake, I'm very 
practical. I'll give you the 
‘truth. We are financial 
investigators, acting for 
solicitors and corporate 
businesses, 

‘We will trace missing 
persons ~ skip tracing — 
usually because they owe 
money soneed tobe found 
inorder tobe served a writ, 
or we might be asked to 
trace a beneficiary who 


t's boring, but it pays the rent: 
Peay 





stands to inherit some 
money left in a will. This 
canbe interesting, oritcan 
bbe boring. 

“We might also be 
‘employed for surveillance, 
where we're employed by 
a company to watch their 
representatives whose 
expenses and suchlike are 
spiralling upwards, while 
their orders are going 
down and the employer's 
wondering what the hell's 
going on. 

“Mostly we undertake 
process-serving, the 
serving oflegal documents 
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An unfeeling machine: || like bankruptcy notices or | served for £20— you're not 


Manchester PI Keith Walker || writs, oreviction orders, | talkingabout£500perday 

——————— | Thatisthesort of work | fees here, you know, this 
that anybody who's isn’t Eddie Shoestring. 
‘worthwhile in this This is the real world. 
business would do. Boring, innit?’ 

"You say it all sounds a Not boring, no, but I 
little mundane and wasn't totally convinced 
routine?ItHAStobe-one | thatthis wasallthere was 
hastopaytherent, you | toit. [figured this guy was 
mow. It’s only by just toodamed nicetobea 
following aroutine that — | crack sleuth. 


youget aregularincome. I 

mean, a tracing inquiry 

might cost £35, a process I HEADED 

north to Manchester ~ 

Td been informed of the 
whereabouts of a man 
who's possibly the biggest | 
bastard in private 
investigation, Keith 


Walker, of Nationwide 
Investigations, a go- 
anywhere, do-anything 
detective agency. At 38, 
though looking ten years 
older, he seemed pretty 
damned ordinary. 1 was 
soon to realise how much 
appearances can deceive, 








‘lam THE best private 
investigator there is, and 
that's not just me saying it. 
T'm the one who gets 
results, that's what I'm 
known as. I'm extremely 
ruthless, to the point 
where I don't give a shit, I 
don’t care about hurting 
people. I switch off from 
being a moral, ethical 
person. become an 
unthinking, unfeeling, 
unemotional machine, 
When I get involved in 
something, I'm like a 
ferret, I keep going, If 
don't have to dig and 
delve, and sneak and lie 
and con, then I don't get 
the same satisfaction. 

‘No-one understands 
this business better than 
me, and I don't come 
cheap. People payme£100 
an hour and for that I'l 
stand on my head and 
whistle Dixie. I did a job a 
few weeks ago, it cost the 
bloke forty grand, right? 
We infiltrated his 


company, the 
management tier. We 
found out exactly what 


was going on and we must 
have saved him about £1,5 
million in just getting rid of 
awholeload of bent people 
for him. I get a great kick 
out of that. I get very self 
satisfied anda great sense 
of achievement when the 
brain clicks into place and 
bingo! Cracked it, 

‘We've just done a 
defence for a geezer that's 
going tohang him. He says 
that there were these 
witnesses who saw him in 
another place at another 
time when the police claim 
he was doing a crime. 
We've found those 
witnesses and they don’t 
even know this geezerand 
have made statements to 
thateffect. And we've sent 


the statements in, 

‘Now, when our client, 
who's locked up in jail at 
the moment, sees that, his 
whole world’s going to fall 
apart. Because the whole 
case swings on these 
statements, He obviously 
didn't think we'd ever find 
these people. So we've 
sent the statements in and 
‘we don't give a toss 
whether it helps the client 
or not; we supply facts as 
they stand and that's what 
people employ us to get. 

“You see, nobody knows 
really what a private eye 
actually does. All they 
now is that somebody 
comes along, they want 
‘some information and the 
PI supplies it. Now where 
the hell does he get his 
information from? Now 
that’s where the story is. 

"There's only one thing 
won't do. Break the law. 
Knowingly. I bend it, of 
course ~it's there to be 
bent. I've actually got abit 
of a reputation in this 
business, For all sorts, 
Private investigators pry 
and invade people's 
privacy, and I'm one of the 
few people who'll stand up 
and say ‘Well, of course I 
do that; that's what people 
pay me to do’, Idon't 
consider that what Ido is 
illegal, but Ido understand 
Iwork in a grey area, 

‘Of course, other people 
would consider what I do 
as illegal, not the 
authorities or I'd be eating 
bread and jam in the ni 
But no, it's not illegal; it 
unethical, and morally 
wrong, I suppose.’ 














ND IF all was to 
believed, the 
imaginations of TV 
scriptwriters never had 
nothin’ on Nationwide 
Investigations, They have 
afleet of surveillance 
vehicles disguised as 
British Telecom vans, or 
water-authority vehicles, 
or taxis, each fitted out 
with high tech and 
recording equipment, 

Walker himself claimed 
to have a wardrobe full of 
thirty Inspector-Clouseau- 
style disguises. When I 
asked how many forms of 
identification he had on 
himatagiventime, hejust 
shrugged. "Think of a 
number." 

One thing I did pick up 
on, for sure: his accent 
changed six times during 
‘our conversation, ranging 
from broad Scottish to 
heavy Geordie clout. But 
most unnerving were the 
ssix ‘special assignment’ 
girls Walker has on his 
books. Their purpose? 

“Well if, forinstance, we 
require Some information 
froma particular individual 
that is not forthcoming, 
they might have a way of 
extracting that 
information. You ask how 
much like 007's Bond girls 
thisis? Well, ifyou want to 
termit that way... we 
never actually ask how 
they get the information, 
We wouldn't want to 
‘embarrass them. 

‘Basically they're just 
do-anything, go-anywhere 
girls —two are married. 
They're quite normal 
people; they just do an 








oddball job. They're given 
an assignment and a price 
and they say yes or no, I 
can't remember the last 
time anyone said no, Their 
price? It depends on what 
they're doing. Probably 
about £1,000 to £1,500 to 
come back with the 
information. How they go 
about that is their own, 
affair. 

“As far as real-life 
detective work being like 
itis on TV, lot me say this. 
Ithinkthe closest everthat 
‘someone got to this 
business as we know it 
was The Professionals, If 
youtake away the firearms 
and the car chases over 
railway lines and what 
have you, then that's 
about as close as you 
would get. 

“That's about it. Some of 
the antics that our TV 
counterparts getup to, we 
getup to. Wehaveto, And 
more. I rarely watch them 
myself, except maybe for 
Dirty ‘Arry. That gives me 
inspiration, you see. 

“But, you know, we 
generally have a good 
relationship with the 
police. They send clients to 
us; the nutcases. There is 
the element among some, 
mainly young PCs, who 
don't like us simply 
because we're earning 
perhaps treble what they 
are, We have been termed 
“frustrated police officers’, 
We consider it to be the 
other way round. When we 
advertise job vacancies, 
we have thousands of 
replies, 70 per cent of 
which are from serving 
policemen, 

“The first thing we do 
when carrying out a 
surveillance, for example, 
is ring up the local police 
force, That's just out of 
common courtesy. We'll 
tell them we're doing a 
surveillance in the area, 
give them the make and 
car registration, and they 
don't bother usatall. They 
appreciate us making that 
phone call. Having said 
that, if we're caught doing 
40 mph in a 30-mph speed 
zone, we get a ticket just 
like anyone else. 

“But I have in the past 
asked the police for 
clearance for a high-speed 
pursuit, knowing that 
‘we're going to be following 
somebody who's going to 
rap it up the motorway. 

“And we've gone 
through counties where 
we've explained what 
we're doing and we've not 





been stopped. We've 
overtaken police cars at 
120 mph and they've left 
us alone. We appreciate 
that. Equally, if we're 
working on something 
that's ofa criminal element 
we give the evidence to 
the police. It's a case of 
scratching backs, you see.’ 


IE WAS winning 

Ime over, to the point 
where I wanted to know 
what skills you'd need to 
get a contract out of 
Walker. 

“Basically, for trainees 
we take them as young as 
16, straight from school, 
because they're the 
detectives of tomorrow. At 
the moment we have ten, 
eight boys and two girls 
who are between 18 and 
20 now. 

“The last advert we put 
in for this office was in 
November in the 
Manchester Evening 
‘News. We had over 1,000 
applicants, They were all 
sifted, and judged on what 
they said, how it was set 
out, everything. We 
interviewed 15, and from 
those 15 we had tomakea 
decision over three. 

"Selection procedure is 
very intense. To get. a job 
within this company you'd 
bbe vetted inside out, right 
back to the day you were 
born. That takes us a 
couple of days. Then we 
get you back. We 
eventually chose a lad out 
of the three I've just 
mentioned. We had his 
parents in here twice; the 
lad was interviewed here 
and at his home; likewise 
the parents. 

“The abilities he had 
were enthusiasm, his feet 
on the ground, and he had 
some brains. He wasn't 
overqualified at school, but 
you don't need hits of 
Paper with qualifications 
‘on to do this job. Some of 
the most ‘intelligent’ 
people are very thick, 
You've got tolook at these 
people five years ahead 
and experience told us we 
had the right chap. 

“Basic pay when they 
start is £80 per week and 
we house them and feed 
them, 

‘Depending on how well 
you come out of the six- 
month training, you should 
then get taken out on an 
induction course with a 
detective. You're put with 
somebody in a 
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don't know whether it's 


cies F 
‘What wewantisforyou IAL policy on the treatment Ey 
ve erate spokesman told LM: ‘In practice, private investigators bt 
saber eevee the general public. There's no reason to distinguish 3 
cariedoutdependsonthe |] Pet ween them. They have to obey the same laws , 
individual Everybody has |] PeGeen em, ey a evicoe goos, they're oly 
Ritterenh Wises eeaae a legal if they're granted a warrant from the Home | 
eae eee Secretary —and these are given out sparingly. Soanyone | 





take someone on we 
quickly know what their 
Achilles heel is and we 
create that situation. 
We're very good at reading 
people. And very good at 
knowing what worries 


who uses one that doesn’t follow that is breaking the 
Taw. 








they didn't know where— | the basic characteristics 
hadn't the foggiest idea.I | for being a private 
quoted him a £100 fee, detective have been laid. 






them. Picked up the telephone, | Because during those six 
‘So, you've passed that | got onto intemational months your horizons 
andaretakenon.Forthe | directory inquiries, gave _| broaden, your confidence 
next month youdon'tdo | themthename,gotthe | has grown, your mind 
ANYTHING. You don't number, rang it. expands, these are all 
even breathe, you just “The woman answering | traits of character you 
watch, listen and learn. said he wasn'tinatthe | need todo this job. 





"You also have to 
develop a different 





character; remain yourself, 
but leave yourself at the 
door. When you come 
through this door we puta 
disk in your head like a 
computer and you become 
an unfeeling, unknowing 
thing. Some people don't 
have the ability to do this, 
they've been brought up 
with certain morals that 
they try and fight against 
and that’s no good in this 
business, 

“To me, to be the best is 
to become a mix of a lot of 
things. I'm a mix of a lot of 
things. Ican change my 
accent a dozen times. I've 
got the ability to become 


whatever person is 
required. !come from a 

little mining village and for 

metodo some ofthe things = 
T'vedone.... well, just 


couldn't do it. So become 


someone else. I decided a 
long time ago that I | 
wanted to be the best and | 
soT am. Now, Ijust do my 
job. This is my life and I'm 


here to serve. 





The original and the best: Humphrey Bogart as Sam Spade in 
nad 








UNNY game, 
‘this detective lark. It’s 
all so veiled, vague, 























You're assigned to one moment, 'He'satwork',so | undefined. I mean, this 

person onaparticularset | lasked forthe number at | Walker guy could've been Tarors Bogie wasn’t the first 

of assignments and you're | work and got straight stringing me along, spicious-looking movie startodabblein the 

under evaluation all the | through to him. Wallop. _| mouthing offforthe sake | characterina trench coat, | seedy world of big-screen 

time, 24 hours a day. £100, thank you very of publicity. There's no leaning nonchalantly private-eye crime. | 

Depending on how you much. The cost of the call | way I could prove or against alamppost, collar | detection, but he's the 

shape up you're put within | was probably £5andhe | disprove anything he said. | pulled up against the chill_| most fondly remembered, 

asquadandoverseen.The | could have done it himself | No sir, I'dtakena shot in | of the night, head Bogie was to sleuthing 

firstthingyoulearishow | had he had an idea how to | the dark on this momentarily tipped, what John Wayne was to 

to read the obvious, goaboutitandmadeafew | assignment; andthe only | handscuppedarounda _| saddles. 

because the obvious is inguiries about the town | conclusion Icould come to | glowing Chesterfield. Private-eye movies 

often overlooked. this guy was in. was that, well... it'safair | Chances are that the face | became widely popular in 
‘For example, we had ‘So,aftersixmonths you | cop.Guv.Inthemeantime, | below that wide-brimmed | the Thirties with a brisk 

someone call this morning | start working solo; your | as faras1was concerned’ | hat and behind the smoky | succession of Sherlock 

to instruct us to find training hasn'tfinished, | the case was closed, my | hazebelongstoHumphrey | Holmes adventures made 

someone in Switzerland; | thatneverfinishes, though | job done. Bogart in Britain, America and, 
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ds p JODERN private 
fi a a pposit leyes have direct links 
fi ° to the mythical detective 
Sherlock Holmes, 
cret-ag according to Bernard 





Davis, Chairman of the 
natra pop Sherlock Holmes Society. 
ni d unlue ‘Holmes was the 
D a granddaddy of private 
R Jar H 9 eyes,’ says Bernard. ‘He 
. " started a whole mode of 
print forh operation, amode thathas 
a direct relationship with 
d the way most of today's 
owe (1$ private eyes operate. 
3 mp 9 Holmes was an amateur 
0 0 sleuth, but he would have 
ging Sixt 1y Rob viewed himself as a true 
n professional. He was no 
cr dilettante; he worked on a 





regular basis and had good 
links with the police. 
“Though Holmes was a 
mythical character, there 
are many people — 
particularly in far-flung 
‘comers of the world—who 
believe he does exist. He's 
become one of the most 
famous Englishmen, one of 
the most famous 
characters ever invented." 
‘The Sherlock Holmes 


mpsit ect ft Sherlock Holmes Society sleuths on—and some 
al v p believe that he was real! 


Society has grown rapidly 
in the last few years — 
there are now more than 
800 members, and th 
Society may restrict new 
membership, 

Members must be at 
least 16; the annual 
subscription is £9 for 
people living within 60 
miles of London, and £7.50 
a year for those further 
afield. Membership 
includes the Society's 
twice-yearly journal, and 
the Society meets at least 
five timesa year; there are 
usually two film shows, an 
outing and an annual 
dinner, 

For more details and 
membership applications, 
contact Captain WR 
‘Michell, The Sherlock 
Holmes Society, The Old 
‘Crown Inn, Lopen, South 
Petherton, Somerset, 


























little bewildering and, at J on Hill Street, the same | _hecause we've knocked 
Copsand robbers, crooks and lawyers times, very sad.” tragicomic story lines, Hill Street Blues off the 
— what's the difference? They're all ‘There's an unwritten | and the sameall-too-true- top of the ratings. I don't 
Tule book in show to-life, shockingly black think of it in terms of 
the same, all people, in the TV world | j/sro0k show | humour, revenge.’ Uncannily like 
writer/producer Steven Bochco. most-memorised texts, | Inthe openingtwo- _| Funillo hewon'tusca ted 
of writer/ cer n Bs +4 . the beloved in ratings-obses- | hour pilot of LA Law, one | word when no word at alll . 
man who brought the dirty realism of ged Hollywood, runs as | ofthe partners in « will do 
follows: ‘A producer is _| prestigious law firm is ‘Bochco explains that 
HILL STREET BLUES and LALAW tothe | {7'0." goodashislast | found dead in his office one rating point in the US | 
screen. MARTIN WROE asks show. chair, is equivalent to an 
oe OE phe Judged by such a Bochco's mark is audience of 850,000 . 
questions. criterion, Steven Bochco | stamped all over the families. ‘Ithinklately we 
isstilloneofthebest,one | scene as grief rapidly have been getting 18 
of the hottest, in the turns into black humour; | rating points,’ he says. | 
COWARD the Steven Bocheo, writer | wholeof America. And | rigor mortishas sealed | "Thatavery fouseney,* 
end of 1985,one | and producer of the surprisingly, Bochco, the corpse to the chair he Like Hill Street Blues, | 
of the most pioneering police show unlike the died in, and to the horror LA Law has wowed the 
successful Hill Street Blues, found | temperamental, tantrum- | ofthe demure loyal staff | criticeand eareacie 
writer? himself without a job. _| wielding stereotypes of | the pale-faced bedy and | iano nemacapt 
producers in the entire “As far as I'm Hollywood executives, | attached ehait are “In many ways,’ says 
American entertainment | concerned," he says, didn't rush off to his Dunglingly carried out by | Bocheo,'ZA Lawis even | 
industry was sitting sitting inthe same office | lawyers, the press, or | embarrased erie more realistic than Hill 
contentedly at his desk in | two years later and evenaTVchat-showhost |" Viewers don'tknow | Street Bluse bocsnee, 
Rieplush Los Angeles | looking everyinch the | thesecond he was fired, | whethortolaughorery. | ister ere oe 
office. He could afford to | successful, bronzed film. | He simply went off and |" Like Hill Street Blues, | taraeeace,i post Peo! 
gnloy abrief moment of | studio executive, ‘the Hi! | wrote another cult show. | thenew show overtiowe | police mac, hee ne 
personal pride in his Street Blues chapter is, ‘Itwasn'tasiftwas | withcommon everyday | occasional buroiarrce |. 
luniqueachievement- | closed. starting again,’Bochco | experiences, the sort that | carticker 
creating and producing ‘Barbara (Boson, his | insists. “Youonly start | make Bochoo's stories so. | ‘But svarybody deals 
the most innovative and wife, who played Fay ‘once, at the beginning. realistic, so compelling. ‘with lawyers. We get ; 
honoured TV seriesofthe | Furillo on the Hill) and I After that it's easier.’ And like Hill Street Blues, | divorces, do our wills 
decade. don't even watch it any Considerably easier which was nearly through them and have : 

Tthad not only won | more. Thetimel spent’ | when you hayo-e to strangled by NBC when | them draw up contracts 
unprecedented eritical / working on HillSereet | million commitment from | formonths people simply | fees ray cont 
plaudits —no other Blues was arguably the NBC to do the old magic didn't switch on to it, LA ubiquitous, 

Programme had come ‘most productive seven- again . Law flopped. ‘The lawyers in LA 
lose to its 28 major year period of my life and Law are not all heroes. In 
awards—but wasalso | Ihave learned a lot. 4 4 general we view lawyers 
topping the ratings inits | "But though felt very , as sharks in American 
prime weekly NBC slot. | sad at the time of leaving Hill Street Blues was a big, Society, the least trusted 

‘Then it happened. the Blues, that WAS two -hitti profession, right up there 

Maybe it was the years ago.” sloppy, hard-hitting show with politicians. Theirs is 
inevitable ‘creative Bochco, 42, won't tal avery flawed and 
differences’, as NBC about the pain of being about cops and veiney a imperfect business, and a 
claimed so predictably, or | unceremoniously = more uniform application 
maybe it wasthereported | dumped by the makers of it - not about catching ba of the law wouldn't be a 
budget of £900,000 for. | the programme he guys Dad thing at all. In LA 
each hour-long episode | created. the programme Law the characters have 
(though it wasn't as which broke all the the problems of the rich, 
expensive as some other | known rules of popular not the problems of the 
shows). TV. Bochco had a hunch his But gradually LA Poor. 

‘Maybe it was the Behaving disarmingly | new baby might be about | Law tookea fooxnold, "Hill Street Blues had a 
surprise failure of Bay __| ike his most famous the other side of thelaw | slowlyacramblingitsway | unacyand an eccontadl 
Gity Blues, a soap drama | creation—the quietly | game—the topside of | up,tilittapped the US” | reamee ane an cesential 
also written by the determined, ruthlessly | highvlifelegal society a_| ratings, occasionally, a big, 
successful writer/produc- | single-minded Captain | opposed tothe downside | ““Nevenly has LA sloppy, hard-hitting show 
Pr which hadrecently | FrankFurlllo—Bocheo | of urban street crime | Lawgiven Miami Vicoa | spb; hard-hitting shov 
Beem filed off after only | won'tofferanangry word | and hooked up with real- | deserved beating nthe | wie her tente en 
four episodes. ofput-down forMTM, nor | lifelawyer Terry Louise | ratings, it'salso toppled | oe 

Whatever the cause, | adefensive word of self- | Fisher, aveteran Cagney | Hil Soy Bree coe “Usually in cop shows 
the acclaimed production | righteousness on his own | And Lacey scriptwriter, | (whichis muffering under | you sualy,in cop show: 
company MTM (Mary part. to create it. anew teamofsub-Bochco | heroic guys who do the 
Tyler Moore) suddenly “Leaving Hill Street The new show, nearly writers and has declining | same thing week in and 
fired him, tothe shock of | Blues was definitely not 30 episodes young ratings). week out. You know they | — 
the TV industry and the | acrimonious,'he explains | alreadyintheUSandtwo | ‘yi slelighted that have personal lives, with 
ffernal bewilderment of | haltingly, searching fora | monthsintoitsfirstaeries | we'redoingsowell, says | chigee sm ves. wit 
the writer/producer diplomatic expression, | inthe UK, had that same _| Bochco, ‘butIdon'ttake | grifisndsnnd ei 
himself. ‘butitwasdefinitelya | bittersweet taste.as life | additional pleasure diseases and God knows 
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whatever other problems, 

but you never see them, 
You just see them solving 
the big case and bringing 
the criminal element toits 
knees, 

‘On the whole, Hil! 
Street Blues was not a 
show about catching bad 
guys." 

‘That, and the fact that 
Hill Street Blues is often 
about bad men 
triumphing and good men 
dying needlessly, bowled 
many people over. 

Hill Street Blues is an 
epic battle between the 
forces of good and evil. 
The battle isbeing waged 
inthe hearts and minds of 
the characters on the 
dirty, pockmarked streets 
of Hill Street, the 
archetypal inner-city 
American ghetto. 

The goodies and 
baddies aren't on 
different sides any more. 
Everybody is a goody. 
Everybody is a baddy, 

And that probably 
explains why the show 
(here running two years 
behind the American 
showings, and still with 
Bochco's inspired scripts) 
issodamn sad, Soblasted 
realistic, There are no 
heroes—with the possible 
exception of the sublime 
Purillo—and few happy 
endings. 

The good guys don't 
necessarily triumph, the 
law is an ass, the 
corruption gets 
increasingly corrupt and 
the despair gets 
increasingly desperate. 
The almost saintly 
Captain Furillo may not 
have quite kicked that, 
drink problem, while 
racist, neofascist 
Lieutenant Howard 
Hunter is just a softy, 
really, genuinely upset by 
the death of his favourite 
horse. 

Even the lovable Bobby 
Hill gets all screwed up by 
bigprize money, while his 
egotistical and bullish 
partner Andy Renko 
would throw himself into 
ahail of bulletsifit would 
save an innocent person's 




























































Somehow, beneath the 
comic wretchedness of it 
all, there is a brave 
humanity, a flicker of 
what we might be, 
threaded through each 
multilayered script. 

Is LA Law likely to 
demonstrate that same 
bleak but lifelike reality? 

“Yes, says Bochco, 
‘there's alsoa senseofthe 
tragicomic about LA Law, 
as there is in the Blues. 
‘Thereisalot of wonderful 
humour. Some of it isa 
little dark with the 
occasional tragic thread 
running through it in 
contrast, but moment for 
moment it's not so 
viscerally tragic as the 
Blues. 

‘LA Law is not about 
despair, whereas Hill 
Street Blues was always 
about trying to keep the 
despair at arm's length.’ 

‘And the future for Hill 
Street Blues, now thatit's 
slipping in the ratings and 
the principal actors are 
said to be edgy about 
doing more episodes? 

‘Lalways thought Hill 
Street Blues would run 
and run. Thad a great 
belief in it, that it just 
couldn't be denied, 
despite the initial beating 
from the critics. It 
survived because it is a 
terrific show but maybe, 
now, it is the end of the 
road for the Blues. 

"hope not. As the 
baseball player Yogi Bear 
used to say, it ain't over 
tillit’s over!" 





MARTIN WROE writes 
for Today and the U2 
magazine Propaganda 












‘Street cred: writer/producer 








life, 


‘Steven Bochco 
~— 











Messrs Irresponsible?: drinkers at 
Cee Ua) 





Beco rec ees 
Boca tease) 





Alcohol is the major public 
OBC es gatas tren 
overshadowing even that 
of tobacco and dwarfing 
Pit B olde) ret ee elias 
drug abuse. 

— Royal Society of 
Psychiatrists report Our 
Favourite Drug October 
1986 


What’s green and gets you 
drunk? A Giro. 

— source unknown 

If you have been out 
enjoying a can or two of 
Swan Export Lager... 
the train is the grey thing 
with the headlamps and 
sliding doors... 

— Advertising poster on the 
London Underground 


Mv else E va Belle B bey 
Liverpool where 17-year- 
olds won't goin—because 
Site Baie aisle 

— Alan Parry, Regional 
Drugs Training Officer 

ON Uae te oer) 
30.8.1985) 


Report by 
RICHARD LOWE 


Meee eee Cd 
Coe eee eat tane Engen ey 
Sora ert me ere! 
ome tmnt) 
policeman why he had sexually 
Se eee Gs ee aes 
Se CRC ceca 
ereerer a teats 
Rn esen chem) 
Fe eo ae R ead 
Cee Same ae estes 
CR Cee eC ees aed 
Pt eae ae cag eects a 
Poesia anes iste eee ed 


eee ero Nen Str Bese’ 
ease cry 
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Such tales are legion. And it's hard not to 
eee cer es Cem e 
Pre aa ASaee ane gece tte 
oie cece ae ei 
Ce ae 
ene eel 
pea cree st 
Ae acannon een ead 
Sete co secon enue 

eee ee 
Fes ee eee Saco e es 
Peet cee eeep Carr ete gas ta aes 
years and it's likely to explode very, very 
ee Ce Chace Pere rr 
Fe oe 
POE iste seat! 
ee ee cg eect 
Cacia oe 

eee ences ence aac 
See ace ese re et! 
ener Ree on mar ed 
Perey Neo ken ce as Ko We tl 
eee eee 
than just the obsessive ranting of paranoid, 
parce ad 


bec Sac Rene ancy 
nome are eres 
Pee ea ete Rar ental 
Prteemortaee tres ce eet Cee tay 
CeCe tere te Mos 
7s Csr oe 


Dee eer eRe te tate) 
py a ee a 
‘significant contributing factor’. In other 
CO eo eee Reed 
drugs increases the danger dramatically. 


FACT: Alcohol-related disease _ and 
PeeC Oem OMEN Ce 
ea eC res 
ener copter) 
drink-related disorders. 


FACT: Alcohol is responsible for the deaths 
ee pee Aes 
Porte tette ante) 


be ee eee’ 
Sener etry 1 Vago) gn 
Bee od 
Pee een ett ey seer as 
San ecee rence cent net) 
coo 


eR el aR ce pen eed 
Ce ee On aed 
rete ts eect Cerna crane as 
EON ec Une ence 
PS te Me a ae eT 
Penne naar es eC eae td 
Perec gc rte 
Se eee ee rer 
OC ee Ce aera’ 
Pree teenage 
Pretec here ices ang 
Soc ue pa 
foes ee SLT ras 








comer 

Ce ee ay 
ce oo get oe 
eG 
Coe eee eres 
See esse ae ard 
Se em cee eres 
ee nee ee 
Se oe eae 
Makepeace instead of going round the pubs. 

potsen trae ene ete g 
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eee MART reeee US) 
ee cements 
Seen anaes rosa 

ee Cota! 
ooo EE Mes Mears tity 
Sn cee eam ureen cy 
oer a ene Ce isd 
ecient ier 
Peo Buc ee nrc 
ena g ee ernee 
oe U nC LECCE Cesar 
ners 





OR gece amen acy 
Oa mem cea CMe MT Comet 
aoe aoa ee ae ae Oey 
Cee ee eee 
damage, brain damage or even a stroke. 


ooo 


keaton ce) 
Cu eeta er see eect gcd 
Sn ee ee cece 
Dee eee es 
Sree see ger ees t Cee aires 
vests yee ty seers 

Seana teen aed 
Coen eect! 
ee Rr acne eg 
Rescate eee 
CUCM esc 
poem 

eee oe rege ecg en 
rear nae cmr ty 
Seen terra eatery 
PoC bee tees ge ieee ent 
Poneto eer 


THE SLIPPER’ 


Danger signs of problem drinking 


LU Neb 20) A Cea 
Soe ees 
earlier age. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
ccm rs ae Meee C arctan tet 
eee eee etm Shree 
too young (or too old) to have trouble with 
booze’. 
bore uce eter nn 
ee 
Soe en 
parereet 


ee ee ee ee 
Ore ecco ented 


ee Cameo att 
Penang 


Cetera ca etd 
Rene ci 


Oa ee cca 
Peron a eect rod 


Oe eo ee) 
pCi carr cider cd 


ee ee sen es ac) 
persevere ted 


Re Eke tia ny 
Popcorn ttt cr 


DRC eer t atti 
peut 


SO etre sc oCn Terry 
Peerensnt 


ce ce Caer 
Coe etc Co 


12) Do you think you're big to be able to 
prot Baten cd 

eee eee gy age) 

Coe ees et eset ee eg 

ea rae re Tree tes) 

cea 





Dacor OE na Ree Lye 
eee ccm eas tv. et fis 





eo ee meee 
eee cee ee Sy i 
Pes oat er enter net tet seta 
ceo 

Se een od 
Seek gee sarees 
Pree terry tester cee east) 
POR cee Crono geet 
Sees eC Coen gc ose 
Ree en eee crc 
eae seen Transtar 
Perso oe 

Pte ce ene as) 
ee a eRe ce ccs 
pores ea ean Reet 
peor Sree ee eee 
story in the newspapers, but it's not 
Cee ea Ce mg 
Coreen eae ere 

Brace eset p read 
omega eve ea tege ited 
SOC Ce ee etm era 
eC oer eee eget 
ace eee ce es ee ns 
Daou Ra get 

rere Conca nia 
a ae ea 
ence Re eer a rams 
Serene ene eres brgsean et 
eee Ree ed 
eee cw Upc Mera rates 
gree eae cnet ce esr 
SNe a ae ae 
cee 

Boot eee 
People need to take stock of what part 
Peo Eee re nc a oma 
pee R Rat ae Reet 
Rs ene teme eee Mr ad 
PCr na eam ae eC 
poten ene ace td 

Gore ed 
decide that it is worth it for them to abuse 
Pees re erccg sek ea) 
Secon ameter 
Poin oe cargoes ects 
Seager sete 

Br RC ee 
Poeen ee Wer Rigc cn seme? 
Peas eee tere eet 
CR ga ay 
ce 
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DEATH AND TAXES 





SRR el lee ek ON Ale Eel te eet etd 


by Coe ee 
ec coe cia Tarte 
Or ect epee Feiner eae 
a gee ee Serer 
fede eco emu eld 
PG oe essed 
See er eel 
Ce see eee 
Eros 
or ea ese 
AC eee teers 
Pe NCB ge clare Te 
Gee ete eats enn 
De Ce ee eee 
Bo Ree) ese Reco een 
Sees eR Ltr hae ot eed 
Boece hee Geese 
Ce ge ey 





en ee Ce na eee a ten 
Ernst 
ee Mee ae mee 


edges ae Og MCL aT eee ty 
aa RE enw tr et 
CRT eae Tena weet 
ues Coun eet ae ets 
heart disease. 

rece eee net tetas 
ee Ree Cae ee pena 
MS ee eee em 
CCS enor eat id 
Se aes eee ere ane 
ec a aaa eee 
Cea peie eee 

Renan mee ae 
Ca Cea cae rere 
Co ee an ee eet ted 
ec en ea ae St ey 
peter 

OS eT eee eet 
SRC a ear 
faa anaes eer 
pe OSL Rien ett i ast a 


Be eae eck ore ery 
oe een ho eae ed 
Ee en ne eee eset 
CIC eC aes tr med 
Co Romer eeg 

a CN CM ret 
err Cee erm ae eat 
DO eee enn Ce eet sayy 
Oran Sener nt rea eee 
strong lobby in favour of relaxing the 
recurs 

Ce eee 
eae a ee toe ee 
RUE cee wer etre 
Ce ean ar eae mere iro 
Ce OE emer 
doneed our wrists slapped and our drink 
eRe Ey en ee 
some forceful public education about the 
Coe angen Rachie karettit 
Sones 








ae eee 


Pa 


Beers without tears 


RINKING can be dangerous, 

but it needn't __ be. Karen 
Pappenheim of Alcohol Concern explains: 
‘Our message to young people is not don't 
ever touch drink, but handle it with care, and 
especially try to keep a clear head. It's when 
people change from being relaxed and 
getting a slight buzz out of drink to being out 
of control that the problems start. 

That's when people are hurt or killed or 
get into fights or unwanted and unplanned 
sex situations. And that’s when, of course 
you make a complete tit out of yourself. That 
might seem trivial, but I'm sure there's a lot 
of people who regret what they do when 
they're drunk. 

There are some simple rules of thumb to 
remember when you're drinking: 


DON'T drink too quickly. It may give you 
more of a kick but it's more dangerous, It 
gets you pissed quicker because you're 
drinking it quicker than your liver can 
remove the alcohol, which means more 
alcohol is building up in your bloodstream. 


DO make sure you eat either before or while 
you're drinking. If there's food in your 
stomach, the alcohol's absorbed into your 
bloodstream more slowly and you don't get 
so drunk. It’s not wise to drink on an empty 
stomach, 


DON'T use drink as a solution to problems 
Drink doesn't solve anything — it can only 
make things worse, and the problems will 
still be there when you sober up. And don't 
rely on drink to overcome nerves or stress, or 
to oil the wheels of seduction, 


DON'T EVER drive when you've been 
drinking, or ride with anyone who's been 
drinking at all. You may be the greatest 
driver in the world, you may think you can 
hold your drink and stay in perfect control — 
but it's absolute bullshit. 

The concentration of alcohol in your blood 
is measured in mg per cent. The legal limit 
for driving is 80 mg per cent — and even at 
that level you're FIVE TIMES MORE 
LIKELY to have an accident than if you're 
sober. Even if you've drunk much less, the 
risks are high. 

A group of experienced bus drivers with 
blood alcohol levels of 30 mg per cent (the 


MEN 


‘up to 21 units a week 


equivalent of one-and-a-half ordinary pints) 
failed very simple driving tests — even if 
you've only drunk that much the risk of an 
accident is TREBLED. 


DO remember that drinking 
dangerous, and treat alcohol 
respect and even fear it deserves. 


with 


be 
the 


DO bear in mind these ‘sensible drinking 
limits’ which show you how much you can 
drink each week. They were devised by 
medical authorities and the Health 
Education Council. 

They measure how much you drink each 
week, in ‘units' of alcohol ~ and the table 
explains in these units how strong each kind 
of drink is. 

Note that alcohol tends to affect women 
more strongly and more quickly than it does 
men, though experts aren't sure why. 
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[AVERAGECIDER: 


DOUBLE VISION 


In the pubs they keep on boozin: 


but nonalcoholic bars are catching on. 


LM reports from the bottomofa 
and the top of the (sober) world. 


WORTHING — 
THE PARROT 
ANDPALM 


}E WANT to 


prove youcan hat alcohol, 


And Palm doesn’t serve 


insecurity. lasked Tim if 
they'd smuggled drink in. 

*Ohnothey haven't,’he 
said, ‘and we hardly ever 
get people trying.” 

‘Still sceptical, [sampled 
their nonalcoholic 
cocktails; the most 
populardrinkis the Green 
Goddess, a mixture of 
white grape juice and 
mint. 

Zrrgh? No. Quite nice. 
And it came with a curly 
blue straw anda slice of 
lime. 

‘The average price at 
the Parrot And Palm is 
just 25p, sol asked Tim 


hei 


carry on that belief, from 
the experience they have 
into the future." 
‘Tim has seen many 
problems caused by the 
dramatic increase in 
underage drinking, which 
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often starts in children as 
young as 9 or 10. 

‘One 15-year-old regular 
at the Parrot And Palm 
began drinking at 12 and 
ended up in hospital 


good time without having 
to rely on drink.’ Tim 
Mason, ex-youth worker 
and consultant, is now 
the manager of the 
glamorous-sounding Par- 
rot And Palm cocktail club 
in Worthing. 

It looks just like any 
West End club, but 
there's one significant 
difference — the Parrot 


Ct ieee 


And though most of the 
clubbers are under 18, it's 
open to anyone under 25 
and there's agood adult 
atmosphere, a very swish 
disco lights system, good 
sounds, and little 
fountains and tropical 
plants in the comer: 

It feels like a good party, 
‘with everyone smiling at 
‘each other, without 


‘how he makes money. 
“Well, we don't," he 
replied, ‘it goes back into 
the club —and the 
members (he refuses to 
belittle them as ‘kids’) all 
mucked in to help with 
the decorations. Far more 
important is the fact that 
young people canleamnto 
have fun without needing 
drink. Hopefully they'll 
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Join Lm's gonzo columnist and day, when t soothes with 
F 7 : full-blown Fleet Street 
illustrator Matthew Leys in their degenacaven Whohetave 
ive Wi i that the best way to 
strugple tolsurvive Wiggly Fig and Penne ete 
the Ideal Home Exhibition to do it over several free 
gin-and-tonics, 
I'VE ALWAYS wanted to | dress subtlely. reckoned | © "They want tickets for 
cover a major exhibition. | there was less chance of | the whole family, then 
Though know of few | forcible ejection from the | drink us dry,’ the Press 
things worse than the | petitbourgeois paradise | Officer told us 
miles of stands, the ifwedidn'tiooklike two | Twasbeginningtogeta 
aching feet and the eyes | drug dealers from Miami | gripon things, ‘Listen, 1 
strobingfrom constant | Vice. Said to Leys, ‘this is the 
exposure to fluorescent | —Intheend,ncitherofus | temple of the consumer 
tubes, there's something | hadquitebeen able to | boom that we heat so 
addictive about it shake off the clothes that | much about. Right?” 
Perhaps it's the same madeusfeelcomfortable, |" Leys looked up from a 
survival instinct that like the undercover KGB’ | press release about anew 
makes people cross the | men who still wear their _| tiling system which 
‘Andes barefoot. Lenin boxer shorts to | would change his life. I 
“Try the Ideal Home —_| remind them of home. My | continued: So we take 
Exhibition,’ said Curtis, | grey corduroy suit was” | them on at their own 
‘You'llioveit.It's awfuil’ | okay, butthe blue-and- | game You may not get 
Tagreed. It was the red-spotted tie, amajestic | anything for free in this 
perfect opportunity for | four-and-a-half inches at | life, but we're sure going 
some good, healthy its base, was perhapsa. | totry.’ 
paranoia over mistake. But once we were out 
consumerism gone mad. | — Meanwhile Leys, who | onthe floor, everything 
But, asthe tube neared | stands sixfoot sixinhis | seomed less clear. It was 
Earl's Court, doubts set | socks, had decided that | like emerging into the 
in,Itried to talk to Leys, | the most unobtrusive | rush hourofa strange 
but he was already garmentsinhis wardrobe | city. Of course we could 
soratching away like were a black rubber haveused a map, but that 
some speed freak at his | bomberjacket anda shirt | would have removed the 
little epiral-bound which looked like ithad. | chance element 
sketchpad. been taking acid on and | Everywhere people 
"Get that face,’ he offsince 1968.Laterinthe | sampled furniture, from 
hissed, indicating fat, day, at one ofthe bleakest | three-piece suites to 
veined cheeks and moments, we were both | water beds. One man 
scowling eyes, framed by | driven to sucking its, looked seasick as the 
atrilby, screwed tight | collar salesman went through 
ontotheforshead. That's |" Butas we waved our _| his pitch 
just the sort of facel'm | complimentary tickets at | Then there was the 
looking for.” the security guard, chandelier stand. In the 
Christ Jesus, yes,'1 | neither of us suspected | ballroom ofa five-star 
whispered back, but do | the full horrors ahead. In | hotel, a chandelier may 
you really want to spend | fact, as we strolled into | adda touch ofclass; ina 
the next five hours the calm ofthe Presa | suburban home it's 
surrounded by them?’ —_| Office, naively hoped we | tackily pretentious; but 
‘Great!"he scowled, | might both come outof | when hundred of the 
‘Fantastic!’ —and the experience alive and | buggers are gathered 
retumedtohisscribbling. | relatively unscarred together on one stand, 
Tiried to relax. a ‘The Pross Oifice is the effect is something 
always knownit wasn't | always agood place to _| else. I's not sa much the 
going tobe easy. That's | start any show erystal ight show that 
Why we'd decided to except an press preview | threatens to blind you~ 
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's the heat. People in 
‘Marks'n’Sparks cardi- 
gans sweltered as they 
gazed up at the cut glass. 

‘Get out of here unles: 
you want to risk severe 
retina burn,’ said Leys, 
grabbing my arm. 
“Anyhow, Isee something 
better.’ He was right. A 
sim, tanned blonde in a 
bacofoil silver bikini had 
emerged from the 
ultraviolet coffin of a 
sunbed and was being 
mauled by a group of 
youths, 

One stood by her side, 
arm somewhat 
uncomfortably around her 
waist, as a friend pointed 









camera and the others 
egged him on. But the 
flash failed, and as the 
budding Bailey grew 
more baffled the spotty 
seducer's smile became 
more and more strained. 

Eventually it was done, 
andasthegirlreturnedto 
roastIsauntered onto the 
stand and introduced 
myself. ‘How long do you 
spend on that thing?'T 
asked. 

‘Tm here from 12 till 7," 
she said, then added ‘But 
I'monly on here for four 
40-minute sessions a 
day’, just before I asked 
about the risk of skin 
cancer, 

‘But what do you do all 
that time?’ 

‘Oh, Ijust sort of watch 
the world go by." 

‘And do yougethassled 
like that often?’ 

‘No. The worst that 
happens is they poke me 
to see ifI'm a dummy.’ 

Leys and I wandered 
toward the food and drink 
area. There was certainly 
some choice, from baked 
potatoes to Japanese 
takeaway, but our eyes 
fell on a neatly arranged 
bistro display. Tables 
‘were set for a wine 
tasting. There was only 
one problem: the gent in 
the suit who barred our 
way. 

*Press,' I announced as 
we squeezed past. There 
are times when the time- 
honoured foot in the door 
has its advantages. ‘I'd 
like to talk about your 
range of fine wines.’ 

Pieroth get through 
1,500 to 2,000 bottles 
during the show, and 
reckon it’s worthit forthe 
new custom it generates. 
Treckoned a few extra 
glasses would make very 
little difference, soT 
dropped a hint: ‘What 
should we try?! 

‘The Riesling was fine, 
but Leys’s sketching 
fazed the salesman, and 
we never got to try the 
other wines, 

But it was a start. The 
lure of real cider drew us 
to the Symonds stand. 
‘Money flew across the 
counter in exchange for 
glasses of misty, amber 
fluid. Little old ladies on 
day trips from Blackburn 
were scrambling over the 
backs of pasty-faced 
young marrieds to get, 
served, 

In the midst of all this, 
chaos we found 
somebody to talk to. At 











first he seemed 
suspicious of our good 
intentions, but afew 
questions about whether 
cider is a growth industry 
= which it is —led to the 
tentative offer: ‘Would 
you like to try some?! 

Tried to look like a 
teetotaller who's just 
been told to take Scotch 
for his cold. ‘Well, I sup- 
pose I'should,’ I said, and 
grabbed a mug of 
scrumpy. 

‘Leys and I went 
through an elaborate 
ritual of holding it up to 
the light, sniffing the 
bouquet, then sipping 
and spitting before 
swilling it back. Fine stuff 
it was too. Symonds can 
contribute to my future 
hangovers any time they 
like! 

‘By now we were 
enjoying ourselves. We 
bypassed the half-cooked 
chunk of kebab meat 
‘sweating on a spit, which 
reminded me of the girlon 
the sunbed. Leys insisted 
that we stop for 
inspiration at the toy stall. 

‘What's the weirdest 
thing you've got here?"he 
demanded of the 
salesman, who trotted 
out a line of mechanical 
masterpieces, 

There was the crawling 
baby doll with its 
obscenely wiggling butt, 
which steered itself into 
the rear end of the barking 
dog, looking like 
something out of one of 
the more extreme 
Swedish magazines. And 
there was the line of 
penguins which mounted 
an escalator and slid 
down a chute. 

But Leys fell in love 
with Wiggly Pig. Wiggly 
Pig is a pink-and-white 
confectionery fluff affair 
which twitches its limbs 
and snout like it's under- 
going electroconvulsive 
therapy. Leys was 
determined to blag one. 
He tried everything, but 
tono avail, In the end he 
was reduced tosketching 
the poor porker, adding 
fangs and claws, 

In our wanderings we 
uncovered some clever 
devices, like the Vacu- 
Vin, which lets you keep 
an already open bottle of 
wine almost indefinitely 
by pumping out the air— 
of no use to either of us, 
because we never leave 
wine long enough foritto 
go off. We couldn't blag 
one, either. [don't think 








the girls on the stand 
believed in our 
credentials, and they 
even insulted my tie. 

But the star attraction 
was the Jack Daniel's 
American Whiskey bar. Of 
all bourbons, JD Black 
Label is king. Ithas a 
smoky taste because it’s 
filtered through charcoal. 
Again, there was some 
talk to get through before 
we reluctantly accepted 
the freebies, but it was 
worth it. 

As we stood there, 
sipping the JD on the 
rocks, we became aware 
of the grey-haired 
monstrosity beside us. 
Gold medallions glittered 
through a mat of grey 
chest hairs, and on his 
finger a chunky 
rhinestone 
monogrammed ring 
looked like a carbuncle. 
Somewhere in his shadow 
cowered his tiny wife. 

"You like this stuff?’ he 
asked. We nodded. 

‘So do. I've been here 
every day sofar, She,'and 
he indicated the 
diminutive spouse, ‘buys 
me a present of a hottle 
every week.” 

‘Then he leaned 
towards us, 
conspiratorially. ‘Of 
course she's getting ona 
bit now, I'm going tohave 
to trade her in for a 
younger model." 

He laughed heartily at 
his joke, spraying us with 
spit, before returning to 
the drink he had so 
carefully polluted with 
ginger ale. ‘Oh yes, it's my 











favourite Scotch.’ 

‘We pulled away from 
the stand. This grotesque 
caricature had stirred up 
the oldfeelingsof 
loathing inside me, and 
there was stillalot tose. 

There was, forexample, 
the man on the rape- 
alarm stand. After he'd 
demonstrated his wares 
amistylookcameintohis 
eyes. ‘Of course,’ he 
sighed, ‘it's a sad 
reflection on society that 
we have to sell these 
things." 

Leys’s pencil went into 
overdrive. ‘Did you see 
that expression?’ he 
babbled. ‘The bitch on 
heat... the scent of 
money.’ 

We'd been there almost 
four hours and it felt like 
days. Limbs ached, feet 
blistered. A man was 
having his calf massaged 
with a metal canister. 
Above him a sign 








nature's way of saying 
try Niagara now. 

‘The short, balding 
representative certainly 
found his encounter with 
two increasingly gonzo 
journos agonising. 

"Niagara therapy,’ he 
explained, ‘is a muscle 
relaxant. It improves 
circulation... .' 

‘Like a vibrator," I 
interrupted. 

‘No, it’s not just a 
vibrator,’ he snapped. 
‘Niagara does not 
hammer. It penetrates 
deeply and smoothly. 
Here,'hejammeda paper 
into my hand, ‘here's 
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medical proof!’ beginning to freak out. been wandering for days, | mode, and headed for _| hassling a white rasta, 
He tumed his attention | And the horrors of the looking for the exit. their spokesman, Nuke. | complete with finely 
to Leys, who was village lay ahead. The Atlast was beginning | He had the confident matted dreadlocks. A few 
frantically sketching the | village is the culmination | to understand the place. | smile of aman who words drifted our way; 
punter, by now of ideal Homeism.Two | ‘Did you ever see The doesn't live downwind of | ‘Fuck off!' were two of 
extremely relaxed. lines of show houses face | Prisoner?'Iasked Leys. | a reactor. The them. 
“Why are youdrawinga | one another across the Here, captured inone | conversation went ‘The security guard 
corpse?’ he screamed. ornamental water room, was the bourgeois | something like this: seemed to obey this order 
Leys mumbled gardens. But the dream of Eighties living. Me: ‘Hi, Iwrite forum | and drifted vaguely into 
something about ‘He impression is more like a_| Food, drink, sunbeds, magazineandobviouslya | the background, rattling 
looks very laid-back.” moat; the Englishman's | rape alarms.Norots.no | Iorgram rondo ae off orders into his walkie- 
"Don't worry, "I home is his isolated unemployment—butit | interestedinthequestion | talkie, demanding 
explained, ‘it's just a castle. was no surprisetofind | of atomic power." reinforcements, Leys and 
rough sketch.’ These are the main that the Inland Revenue ‘Nuke: (smiling) ‘Yes?’ | I approached the hippy. 
ButI don't think he attractions, and great had staked their claim in | Me: ‘Ijust wondered Tintroduced us as 
believed us. Instead he | queues form to file paradise why youdecidedtotakea | journalists, ‘So what was 
threw down a challenge: | through the dream They weren't the only | standatthe show...’ | the hassle?’ Iasked. 
Why don't you try it?’ | dwellings. Lookatthem,’ | bad guys, either. For Nuke: ‘We've been The hippy smiled. 'He 
‘Notime,'Ismiled.‘Got | Leys hissed, ‘retard Propaganda, the atomic | coming here for years.’ _| told me to move on. He 
an impending deadline.’ | mongoloid mutant energy authorities had ‘Me: ‘Really? Of course | said I'd been hanging 
That was one freebieI | families.’ moved in their yideo wall | it's a very topical around here for five hours. 
decided to forgo, Aman with the pained | forthemonth.Itwasared | subject... (going forthe | He was a Yank sol told 
What I had always expression of a ragtoapunch-drunkbull. | jugular) |.. now thet the | him, ‘Piss off, You can't 
feared was starting to constipated pug dog... | Summoning my last Goveranent Has shoot me in this country.’ 
happen. Ithadallbeentoo | achildwithshell-shocked | reserves of strength I railroaded through the _| Then he began to get 
much, and we were eyes... people whohad | switched into journalistic | Sizewell B reacter.” nasty.’ 
‘Nuke: (slightly off- “Can't understand it,’ I 
balance at the sudden sympathised. 
attack) 'Really?" ‘It'syour fault,’ saidthe 


hippy, suddenly turning 


Me: Yes. Particularly as | BIPPY. snccenly taming 


figures show an increase i 
fod put Thatcher in.'‘Then, 
anceraroundreactors, | Put Thatcher in Then. 


Nuke: ‘A lot ofdeaths | added, ‘You think this is 











have resulted from bad? You should try the 
coal . Chelsea Flower Show!" 
Me: ‘Sure. But whyisn't | ‘What do you think 
the money spent he was doing here?’ Leys 
researching into safe asked, as the hippy 
power, like wind, vanished into the crowds, 
sun... ?! followed by the security 
Nuke: (strangulated | guard, who was still 
Jaugh) ‘We don't always | trying to summon more 
get much sun in this troops. 
country.’ "What did it look like? 
Me: ‘But we do pretty _| Even paradise needs its 
well for wind, don't we?" | drug dealers. Like the 
By now, Nuke had publicity says, they've got 
realised he was dealing | everything here. 


‘with a professional And the Earl's Court 
agitator, in the pay of the | wonderland does have 
KGB, and was beginning | everything. But would I 


to back off. advise you to visit the 
‘Could it be that too Ideal Home Exhibition 
much big business is next year? The answer is 
invested in a nuclear an unqualified ‘Yes'. 
future?’ I screamed, Go in with your eyes 
"Youllhave tophone the press | Open, stay tillit ends (with 
office on Monday,’ Nuke the national anthem, no 
whimpered, ‘tin not Jess), and you'll come out 
authored a wiser and probably 


‘He was only obeying | weirder person with a 
orders,'Itold Leys, who | better knowledge of the 
had captured the whole | Thatcherite dream, 
thing on paper. We But now, as I'm late for 
strolled back to the my deadline and a 
village, feeling better for | thousand words 
the burst of aggression. | overlength, just one thing 

“We're going to get out ‘| remains. 


of here alive,’ I told him, Vesutor's air plants are 
‘Just wait and see.’ strange, spiny desert 
Still, it was.aclose-run | blooms, which will grow 
thing. As T was anywhere: on rocks, 
expounding my theory __| driftwood, telegraph 


that this was middle-class | wires —even in the Ideal 
Britain in miniature, Leys | Home Exhibition. [liked 
noticedadisturbancea | them so much bought 
few yards away. Bythe _| five. In the summer I'm 
one of the water gardens | taking them to the 

a security guard was Chelsea Flower Show! 
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THE ROUGH GUIDES go hitchhiking 
—or bust— with an introduction tothe 


thrills and spills, a list of DOs and 
DON'Ts, anda Good Kerb Guide tothe 


south of France 


HITCHING ~ or, as they 
say in Europe, ‘doing the 
autostop'— provokes 
extreme responses, Some 
claim there's no better 
way to get around, no 
other way of travelli 

and meeting so many 
People, practising so 
many languages, and 
feeling such a grand 
sense of achievement. 
There's just no romance 
incatchinga bus, hitching 
devotees claim — and it's 
hard to deny they have a 
point. 

But others complain of 
the downside of hitching, 
its trials, tribulations and 
miseries — which hitching 
fanatics are so careful to. 
leave out of their rose- 
spectacled adventures. 
We've hitched many 
thousands of miles in 
Europe, and we can 
confirm there's very little 
charm in an entire day's 
wait by the side of a busy 
road, Several 
asphyxiating hours spent 
crouched on the hard 
shoulder of a dual 
carriageway leave you 
with little faith in 
humanity, to say the 
least; you'll become a 
tearful, frustrated, fist 
waving maniac who can't 
wait to get your hands on 
the nearest motorist. 

‘Then, all of a sudden, 
one of the bastards slows 








down ~ not, this time, to 
leer or shout obscenities— 
and that elusive lift has 
arrived. At once the world 
seems a better and fairer 
place 

Which is half the fun. 
Human beings never 
appear more wonderful 
than when they're 
altruistically picking you 
out of a living hell. Better 
still, they're often the sort 
of folk who'll invite you 
home for tea and/or offer 
a bed for the night. Truly, 
hitching does have its 
moments. 

The worst places to 
hitch are France (as 
Rough Guide Andrew 
Neather denies below), 
where hitchhikers are 
almost universally 
regarded as long-haired, 
unemployable 
scroungers, and most 
southern Mediterranean 
countries (where often 
there simply aren't 
enough cars) ~ though 
northern Italy is better 
than most. 

Best are Holland, 
Scandinavia and 
Germany, where drivers 
seem fairly accustomed to. 
and thus unwary of — 
hitchhikers 

No, LM's tips won't 
ensure the lifts come fast 
and furious, but they 
should cut down on 











waiting times 
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southern France 


TARRIVED in Montpellier 
ona hot September day 
when even the drunks 
outside the station were 
trying to get some shade. 
‘The tourist slogan for 
Montpellier—‘the beating 
heart ofLanguedoc'~isa 
bit ambitious, but it's a 
lively town, home to 
around 40,000 students, 
witha vibrant street life at 
its best on midsummer 
afternoons, 

‘That's the best thing 
about Montpellier ~ just 
wandering round in the 
sun and soaking up the 
energy on the streets. 

Heading west from 
Montpellier, you can 
easily hitch to Séte, 
though the train is a lot 
less hassle (it’s a ten- 
minute ride). Sate is a 
noisy and slightly shabby 
town, especially around 
the big Festival Of St 
Louis in late August, and 
generally a good place to 
rest up, laze and explore 
the coast west and 
countryside inland. 

However, beware the 
youth hostel, with its 
Semiderelict dormitories, 
Stalag-Luft-IIF-style 
washrooms and vast (I 
mean vast) numbers of 
mosquitoes. You'd do 
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Andrew Neather dispels a few myths 
about the impossibility of hitching in 


better to camp at one of 
the sites nearer the 
decent beach. 

Séte prides itself on 
being the home town of 
the now-deceased radical 
French singer, Georges 
Brassens, akind of Sixties 
French Billy Bragg. This 
man deserves to be 
massively hip in Britain 
but isn’t yet: visit his 
grave in the Cimetiére Le 
Py before the rush starts. 

‘West of Séte the coast 
gets tackier and more 
naked till you reach Cap 
D'Agde, a mecca of 
naturism and high prices 
which is probably best 
avoided unless strolling 
around banks and 
supermarkets is your sort 
of thing 

Inland, and more 
interesting, Beziers is an 
easy hitch, a militant 
centre of the struggling 
Languedoc wine 
industry, with a folksy 
quarter around the 
cathedral. There area few 
cheap hotels anda couple 
of hostels for young 
workers staying for the 
vendage, or wine harvest, 

Beziers is your best bet 
forgrape-picking work. In 
late August, visit one of 
the main-road villages 





north of Beziers and ask 
around; when you've 
lined up some work, 
travel around for a couple 
of weeks till the harvest — 
usually in mid- 
September, depending on 
the weather and how far 
north you are. Remember 
that you're much less 
likely to find work if you 
leave looking for it till 
harvest time. 

It’s easy hitching north 
into the mountains from 
Beziers, with 
unremarkable but 
pleasant villages along 
the way till you get to 
Bédarieux, on the edge of 
the mountainous Parc 
Regional Du Haut 
Languedoc. You can 
easily hitch east fromhere 
toward the bleak Larzac 
region, or north into the 
heart of the national park. 
Perversely, headed 
west, in an assortment of 
short lifts in clapped-out 
cars and vans ... which 
is about the measure of 
the area. 

Olargues is an 
unspoiled medieval 
village worth a stop; 
nearby are the 
spectacular Gorges 
D'Heric. And there's St 
Pons, further west, 
whence you can hitch the 
road south through the 
mountains (scenic or nail: 
biting, depending on the 
recklessness of the driver) 





THE HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE 
TO THE LANGUEDOC 


to Minerve, an amazing 
fortified village which 
was held for a while by a 
heretical Cathar sect in 
the early 13th century 
before being crushed by 
the big 1210 Crusade. 

‘Minerve is perchedona 
rocky spurin the middle of 
the river gorge; today it's 
best known for the 
excellent local red wine 
(Minervois), which you 
can taste at a few places 
tucked away in the 
narrow streets of the tiny 
village. 

Heading into southern 
Languedoc, Narbonne is 
the first place you reach 
from either Minerve or 
Agde/Beziers. Another 
wine centre, it has an 
impressive but strangely 
unfinished cathedral, and 
museums of the town's 
Roman past - the best is 
the excavated Horreum, a 
weird covered market 
now underground, On, 
from Narbonne toward 
Spain, it's worth a detour 
(about an hour's hitch to 
the west) to see 
Carcassonne and its 
walled medieval town, 
restored — somewhat 
‘overromantically ~ in the 
19th century. Not 
surprisingly, you're 
fighting for space with 
hordes of Germans and 
Brits, but it's pretty 
impressive all the same. 

From Carcassonne it's 








either back to the coast 
and down to Perpignan, 
through a series of hot, 
fly-infested resorts; or, 
more interestingly, south 
to the northern edge of 
the Pyrenees. Get a train 
to Qillan, and you can 
hitch into the mountains 
and east towards the 
most impressive of the 
Cathar Castles — worth it 
even if you're no big 
history freak. 

Puylauraens, just 
outside the village of 
Lapradelles, crowns a 
1,000-foot wooded plug of 
rock; Queribus, further 
east, is almost a stone 
pillar, perched on top of a 
huge cliff face; and the 
nearby Peyrepertuse is 
even more breathtaking, 
a string of fortifications 
clinging to a long, 
wickedly jagged spine of 
rock with sheer cliffs 
eitherside. Both Queribus 
and Peyrepertuse are 
easy hitches from the 
main D117 road; try to do 
itfrom the western side if 
youcan, via the incredible 
Gorges De Galamus. 

Back on the coast, 
Perpignan is dismal: big, 
noisy, dirty, without 
much nightlife or much to 
see. It's easy to find cheap 
hotels near the station, 
though, and the town is a 
good jumping-off point for 
the coast south toward 
the Spanish border, and 
for the eastern Pyrenees. 

But Perpignan is also a 
notorious hitcher’s hell. 
Start by getting a bus — 
the nicest and nearest 
stop is Ceret, where 
there's a good Saturday 
market and regular 
bulifights in the summer, 













The road west into the 
mountains next reaches 

Amelie-Des-Bains, a spa 
town full of crotchety old 


people and bored tourists. 


Thitched in with a 
decrepit Vietnamese 
couple who looked as if 
they'd arrived just in 
time; then I caught the 
first ride out with a hippy 
driving a van stacked 
with cases of pears. 

Near the border, Prats- 
De-Mollo is a surprisingly 
untacky frontier town 
with a very Spanish feel, 
There are some good 
mountain walks in the 
area, most worthwhile 
the trek over the pass into 
Spain from nearby La 
Preste. 

Or you can pick up on 
the traffic heading into 
duty-free Andorra, or ~ 
more excitingly ~ push 
down to Vernet-Les- 
Bains, and from there 
climb Mount Canigou, the 
highest peak in the 
eastern Pyrenees, Better 
still, hike up to the 
monastery of St Martin- 
De-Canigou, perched on 
the side of the mountain 
at3,500 feet, andstay the 
night there in the hostel- 
style hut (very cheap, no 
religious strings 
attached). 

From the hostel it's a 
six-hour climb to the 
9,300-foot summit, on 
easy and clearly 
waymarked paths. At the 
peak, surrounded by 
Catalan flags and 
separatist graffiti, youcan 
see as far as Narbonne, 
the coast and all the way 
back over your route 
through this sunny, very 
hitchable area. 














Hitching DOs 
and DON'Ts 


It may be a drag —and difficult after a night spent 
curled upinadoss bag by the side of theroad—but try 
tolook respectable, Most drivers havea split second of 
indecision as they see you in the distance. If youlook at. 
all disreputable they'll drive straight past. 


W Hitching is a psychological business, so smile 
broadly (though never falsely). You can look directly 
into the driver's eyes to psych them into stopping. It’ 
not just an old hitcher's tale — it often works. 


Choose your place for hitching carefully, and make 
sure there's somewhere a vehicle can easily stop. Most 
drivers won't even slow down fit's atall inconvenient, 
and certainly not if t's dangerous. 







Keep your luggage toa minimum. No-one's going to 
pick you up if you're standing there clutching all your 
worldly goods. And beware backpacks — they can 
inspire the same prejudices as denim or long hair, 


@ Aclearly-written sign stating your destination (and 
adding ‘please’ for good measure) will help. Though 


RULES OF THUMB 


you may miss out on drivers only going part ofthe way, 
it confers on you a certain status ~ with a sign you're 
more likely to be doing it for enjoyment than because 
your carhas broken down or, worse still, because you're 
too poor to have a choice. 


@ Hitchhiking etiquette demands that if there's a 
queue newcomers go to the back of it and wait their 
turn, But holding a sign may procure you a lift first — in 
which case, jump in without feeling guilty. 


‘There are also DANGERS to consider, especially for 
women. Remember: 


@ As much for your own peace of mind as anything, 
make sure you know the position of the door-lock once 
you're in the vehicle — just in case you have to make a 
quick getaway. And make sure you know how to undo| 
the seat belt. 


@ Wherever possible, travel in pairs. It lmakeit more 
difficult to get lifts, but two people at least seem more 
daunting to an aggressor. 


lM However desperate you are for a lift, don't get into 
the car if you have any doubts at all about the driver — 
it’s just not worth it 
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There's no need to shoot yourself in the head when you're wearing an 
LM cap and T-shirt! 
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Guaranteed to make you talk of the 
town, life and soul of the party, totally 

irresistible and fantastically br: iny - 
but Fiorucci stuff is so expensive, isn’t 
it? LM-wear can’t do any of these won- 
derful things, but it’s pretty serviceable 
and we’ve gotsizes to fit anyone. And 

it’s sort of attractive, and actually, it 
doesn’t cost very much either. So why 

hang around? Order today 
(lots of them). 


+t Except super-big body- builders. 
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Pease tick the appropriate box(es) and fil out the form in capitals, 
T-Shitsze SO] MOQ 1 


Choo szos in inches: Sa 34-96, Meclur 36, Large 40 PLEASE DEBIT MY VISA/ACCESS ACCOUNT 
LM T-shirt(s) at £4.50 each | wish to pay by Visa/Access (delete as applicable) 


Red LM Cap(s) at £3.95 each 
Please Charge My Account No: 


. Grey LM Cap(s) at £3.95 each Signature 
feria et I | 


é Tenclose £. . . .. made payable to Leisure Monthly Limited © LM CLOTHING OFFER, PO Box 20 
1 Cheques or Postal orders only please! Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB 






















































































EVERY few years a film 
comes along which takes 
your breath away, a film 
which has the critics 
reaching for their Oxford 
Dictionary Of Clichés And 
Superlatives 

Platoon is one such 
film. Icame home from the 
screening and sat in bed 
with a cup of cocoa and 
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Terror and elation: Tom Berenger in Platoon 


Oliver Stone's savage Vietnam 
movie PLATOON is the month's — 
perhaps the year's best film, 
says DAVID CHEAL in his 
roundup of the latest releases 





the Argos Catalogue, and 
one nightmarish image 
just wouldn't go away: 
Charlie Sheen, blundering 
through the jungle, 
machine gun blazing, 
screaming in panic, terror 
and elation. 
And I thought: if just 
watching a film about 
Vietnam is such an 


emotionally draining 
experience, what kind of 
trauma did the troops 
who were there go 
through? 

‘This stunning depiction 
ofa year in the life of a 
grunt’ (foot soldier) in the 
jungles of Vietnam was 
directed by Oliver Stone, 
whose gruesome 
Salvador had cinema 
audiences reaching for 
their sick bags earlier this 
year. 

Based on Stone's own 
‘experiences in the war, 
Platoon is only his second 
movie as director, but he 
must have been learned 
something during his 
years as a screenwriter — 
this is an astonishingly 
mature and accomplished 
piece of film-making. And 
it’s surprising that 
someone noted for his 
scriptwriting abilities 
(Stone wrote the 
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screenplay for Midnight support, or at least the 

Express) should produce | cooperation, of the 

a film with such a civilian population, which 

powerful visual impact. | means that the normal 
Platoon is the story of | rules of military etiquette 

Chris Taylor (Charlie are suspended. 

Sheen), a raw, naive The Vietcong occupy a 

young volunteer (his warren of tunnels and 


conscripted comrades-in- | dugouts, presenting the 
arms are all amazed that | anti-Communist with his 








anyone should want to | worst nightmare: enemy 
volunteer for this who are unseen but 
dreadful war) who's everywhere, burrowing 
dumped in the middle of | away at the very fabric of 
Vietnam totally the earth, ready topop up 
unprepared for the anywhere, any time, 
mayhem and bloodshed The soldiers in 
ofcombat, letaloneforthe | Platoon aren't raving 
equally vicious and muscle-bound gorillas 
bloody personality they take drugs, they 
conflicts within his drink, they smoke 
platoon, incessantly, they're 


Onhis first patrol, Chris | scared. And the film isnot 
is paralysed with fear in | afraidtoshowthe heights 


the presence of the and depths to which 
enemy. Youcan'tblame | human beings can rise 
him; it’s dark, the jungle | and fall under appalling 
is hot and steamy, the conditions as they 
insects bite, and the experience terror, panic, 
enemy are stealthy and _| elation and pain within 
experiencedinthissortof | the space of minutes. 
warfare, even at night, Platoon is a very 
when combat seemsto | personal film; Stone 
degenerate into wrote it after his own 
pandemonium. experiences in Vietnam 
It’s clear that the refused to go away. It 


Americansarefightingno | doesn't paint a pretty 
ordinary enemy and that | pictureofthe war. Wesee 


this is no ordinary war. atrocities; we see fighting 
For one thing, the between two sergeants 
Vietcong have the within the same platoon: 





‘we see cowardice, as well 
Volunteering fora | as courage; we see pain, 
blood and guts; and we 
nightmare: | oe the stupid, pointless 
Charlie Sheen | toss of life. 
in Platoon | Small wonder that 
American producers 
refused to touch Stone's 
script —the British 
Hemdale Corporation 
financed the film. 





Cops and clichés 
in No Mercy 





WHAT a contrast there is 
between Platoon and No 
Mercy (directed by 
Richard Pearce), a 
casserole of every 
hackneyed Hollywood 
genre. No Mercy owes a 
great deal to Witness, 
Beverly Hills Cop and 
every cheap police movie 
Richard Gere plays 


a 


Eddie Jillette, a ‘tough 
Chicago policeman’ 
trying to track down the 
man who killed his 
partner. His travels take 
him to Louisiana, where 
he meets Losado, a 



























vicious criminal, and 
shacks up with Michel, a 
beautiful Cajun woman 
(Kim Basinger) 

It's here that the 
Witness parallel can be 
drawn: in 
Witness Harrison Ford 
was the tough, big-city 
copina society of pastoral 
pacifism, and No 
Mercy similarly contrasts 
Jillette's metropolitan 
sophistication with 
Michel's Cajun 
innocence, 

But, instead of tracking 
down his partner's killer, 
Gere should have hunted 
down the scriptwriter; at 
one point Jillette declares 
toa fellow officer ‘I'm 
tough. The toughest.’ I 
almost choked on my 
cheese-and-tomato 
sandwich. 

Still, there are fine 
[| performances from Gere 

and Basinger, who almost 
succeed in making a 
decent film out of a pig's 
ear of a script. 





IT'S about time someone 
blew the gaffe on Michael 
Caine. Let's face it, he's 
no Olivier. His range of 














accents reflects his own 
slow move up the Thames 
from humble beginnings 
in southeast London to 
salubrious Twickenham, 
and his idea of method 
acting is to grow a 
moustache. 

Yet in the next two 
months he's got starring 
roles in three major films 
(the third, Whistle 
Blower, will be reviewed 
innextmonth'sim). How 
does he do it? I suppose 
that though Michael 
Caine invariably plays 
Michael Caine in his films, 
he does do it very well, 
‘and it helps that Michael 
Caine is a pretty 
convincing and likable 
character. 

‘And, as he's shown in 
Hannah And Her 
Sisters and Educating 
Rita, he can deliver subtle 
but significant variations 
on the theme 

In Half Moon 
Street (directed by Bob 
Swaim), a screen 
adaptation of Paul 
Theroux's novel Doctor 
Slaughter, Caine plays 
Lord Bulbeck—who, apart 
from being Michael Caine 
with a middle-class 
accent, is a globetrotting 
political troubleshooter 
‘embroiled in secret and 








crisis. 


More interestingly, the 
film stars Sigourney 
Weaver, who plays Dr 
Lauren Slaughter, an 
American working in 
London for a Middle East 
research institute, £150 a 
week isn't enough to live 
on, she complains, so to 
make ends meet she 
works for an escort 
agency, through which 
she meets Bulbeck. Their 
relationship quickly 
purely 


ceases to b 
professional 





Lauren Slaughter is the 
epitome of the new 
independent woman, 


She's vehemently 


antisexist, but she's not 
guilty about using sex to 
earn money; she scorns 
Lord Bulbeck's fits of 
pique and jealousy; she's 
a cunning little linguist, 
she's in command of the 
most awkward 


idpan through and 
Michael Caine 


delicate negotiations to 
solve the Middle East 


situations; she's 






extremely well-educated 


and intelligent 





Butshe'snotintelligent 
enough to realise she's 


being used as bait in a 
terrorist plot to murde 
and discredit Lord 


Bulbeck 






Paul Theroux is a 











mischievous, wickedly 


witty writer. Lauren 






Slaughter has many of 
Theroux's own prejudices 
and bugbears, including 
a frustration with English 
narrow-mindedness and 
hypocrisy, and a loathing 
forthe sheer physical mis: 
erableness of life in Lon 
don on seven-and-a-half 


grand 
But Half Moon 


Street conveys little of 
‘Theroux's sparkle, 

















humour and fun-poking: 
it'saflat, almost deadpan 


thriller with some 
excitement, some 
intrigue and adequate 


acting 
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The Fourth 
Protocol — 
Caine (again) 


MICHAEL CAINE returns 
to his working-class roots 
in The Fourth 

Protocol (directed by 
John MacKenzie) as John 
Preston, renegade, 
maverick and ace spy- 
catcher, The plotis pretty 
implausible: a Soviet 
agent, Major Valeri 
Petrofsky (Pierce 
Brosnan), is sent to. 
England on a grim 
mission. His task is to 
assemble a nuclear bomb 
anddetonateitnext toan 
American nuclear base in 
East Anglia, 

‘The Soviets want it to 
look like an American 
bomb's gone off 
accidentally ~ so the 
British will demand the 
removal of American 
bases, thus weakening 
NATO, 

Caine's John Preston is 
soon onto this dastardly 
plot, but before he can 
catch Petrofsky he has to 
convince his sceptical 
superiors that his 
suspicions are correct. 

But even though the 
film suggests a nuclear 
catastrophe as the climax, 
we can be sure from the 
start that the bomb 
won't go off (just as we 
knew de Gaulle 
wouldn't get shot in The 
Day Of The Jackal). To 
keep our interest there 
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has to be the prospect of 
ANeat Little Twist At The 
End, as in all thrillers of 
this genre, 

And The Fourth 
Protocol does have a 
twist — but though it’s 
quite neat, it's also trite, 
What we're left with is a 
very well-made, routine 
suspense thriller, with a 
plot consisting (as usual) 
of apparently 
unconnected threads 
which come together 
reassuringly. 

‘The Soviets are, 
inevitably, all steely and 
ruthless (Pierce Brosnan 
is perfectly cast as theicy 
Petrofsky); the British are 
either incompetent 
muddlers or, like Caine's 
character, plucky and 
resourceful, fighting 
against the stodgy 
indolence of their 
superiors. And, 
inevitably, the 
protagonists are simply 
Pawns in a gigantic game 
of world chess. We have 
been here before. 

‘The film's tour de 
force is the bomb- 
assembling sequence, in 
which Petrofsky and the 
beautiful bomb-making 
expert Irina (Joanna 
Cassidy) assemble the 
device from the shiny, 
satisfyingly solid 
components which the 
Soviets have been 
smuggling into Britain for 
months, 

This sequence is filmed 
and edited like a cross 


Michael Caine in The Fourth Protocol 








between a porno movie— 
with erotic soft-focus 
close-ups of haif-open 
mouths and perspiring 
temples—and a TV 
commercial for 
minestrone, 
concentrating on the 
loving preparation till 
finally we see the perfect 
product with its proud 
authors. 

‘There's only one 
unconvincing moment 
during the sequence set 
ata CND rally, one 
demonstrator can be 
clearly heard shouting 

‘Ban the bomb’. Do 
antinuclear 
demonstrators still shout 
‘Ban the bomb’? Only in 
films. Like bra-burning 
women's libbers, this, 
cliché was only truein the 
Sixties 


Death OfA 
Soldier 


THOUSANDS of 
American troops were 
stationed in Australia 
during the Second World 
War to safeguard that 
country against a 
Japanese invasion. One of 
those soldiers, Edward 
Leonski, committed a 
series of dreadful murders 
in Melbourne which 
terrified the civilian 
population, sparked off 
hostility between the 
‘American and Australian 
forces and authorities 
and led the US Army to 
take the unprecedented 
step of trying and 
convicting an American 
citizen for murders which 
were committed against 
Australian citizens on 
Australian soil 

Death Of A Soldier, 
Philippe Mora’s film of 
this true story, may not 
sound like the most 
action-packed of films. 
But, believe me, it's a 
gripping and moving 
story told with great skill 
and sensitivity. There are 
so many themes and 
issues explored in Death 
OFA Soldier it's hard to 
know where to start. It 
quickly becomes obvious 
who has committed the 
murders —the questions 
are: Why? And will they 
catch him? And who will 
catch him? And who will 
try him? And who will 
defend him? And is he 
insane? 

‘The publicity blurb 
would have us believe 
that this film is a 
straightforward attempt 








Bristling, vigorous, virile: GI murderer Edward Leons} 
(Reb Brown, right, ) in Death Of Soldier 


to establish that Leonski, 
though guilty of the 
murders of three women 
in Melbourne during the 
war, was insane when he 
committed them and 
therefore should not have 
been hanged. But there's 
more to it than that, and 
director Mora's own, 
description of the film as 
‘a picture about 
Australia-US relations, 
using the Leonski 
murders as the focus of 
that period’ is more 
accurate, 

Tfound it hard to feel 
outrage that Leonski 
didn’t get a ‘fair trial’ 
these were exceptional 
circumstances, and it's 
not as if his guilt is in any 
doubt. The interesting 
drama in Death Of A 
Soldier arises when Major 
Patrick Dannenberg 
(excellently portrayed by 
craggy James Coburn), 
a trained lawyer, is 
suddenly called upon to 
defend Leonski at the 
court martial which 
means.a conflict between 
his loyalty to the Army 
and his loyalty to his 
principles as a lawyer. 

Leonski is patently a 
loonie, and a dangerous 
one. His bristling, 
vigorous, virile 
personality is brilliantly 
depicted by Reb Brown, 
though some of Leonski’s 
changes in personality 
are too abrupt and 
dramatic to be credible. 








I wasn't alive in the 
Forties, but there's a 
healthy realism about 
Death Of A Soldier which 
leads me to believe that 
it'salotclosertothetruth 
than the overstylised, 
squeaky-clean films 
which we see s0 often, 
The cars don't look like 
they've just been hired, 
and the costumes don’t 
look like they've only just 
been made. 

‘And what's most 
remarkable is that 
somehow Mora's film 
manages to get 
inside Private Leonski's 
head, making his insanity 
more than credible 
because it manifests itself 
not in evil, bug-eyed 
raging wobblies, but in a 
zealous and insatiable 
love of life, beauty, 
women and booze. 


@ Platoon (15) opens in 
Londonon 24 Apriland 
nationally on 29 May 

No Mercy (18) opens 
nationally on 8 May 

© Half Moon Street (18) 
opened in London on 
10 April 

The Fourth Protocol 
(15) opened in 
London on 19 March 
and nationally on 3 
April 

Death Of A Soldier 
(18) opens in 
London on 8 May and 
nationally about two 
weeks later 








Who was Fat Ninja I 
saw you with last 


i 2 
night? 
Fat was no ninja, fat was just the hero 
| of a bizarre masterpiece from 
Silverwolf Comics — and this is a 
pretty silly introduction to MICK 
MERCER's pretty crazy roundup of 
| what’s on in the world of indie comics 


DC following a dispute 
| over the new self-censor 


ship ‘rating systems’, so 
‘we notice absolutely 
nothing new inside the 
two main publishing 
houses and once again 
look tothe indies, the only 
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‘humour splashed all over 
the pages. You'll have to 
hunt for this comic, but 
the effort will be repaid 
tenfold. 

Batman Year Two is a 
neat enough continuation 
of the claustrophobic 
Miller four-parter, with 
Batman taking a real 
belting. 

‘Mr Monster on Eclipse 
will clearly never let you 














ones who deserve 


exposure, down, as it grows 
Fat Ninja, on the little- | progressively more 
ImownSilverwolf Comics, | chaotic—and whatever 


is easily the best new 
comic around. A black- 
and-white tale of the fat 
man who fights when 
he's hungry — trying to 
find out who knows the 
secret of the intergalactic 
refrigerator that hascome 
unplugged —he meets a 
series of dark and dismal 
foes in battle sequences 
which have all the fluidity 
of Miller at his best, with 


you do don't miss out on 
Eclipse's Fusion, because 
Dr Watchstop really is a 
star. 

Britain's efforts, by 
comparison, seem weak. 
The T.H.U.N.D.E.R. 
Action comic, which 
reminds me of Look & 
Learn, boasts several 
uninspiring Thunder 
Agents tales and a rather 
gory, poorly-paced 


























Fat Ninja 100% 
Saw It 60% 
Sunrise 10% 
Barbarienne 5% 












Jonathan Shatter 
adventure; the crosshow- 
wielding Shatterisadead 
ringer for our old hero pal 
‘Morton Harket. He's a 
hunk with a mission, 
while the Thunder agents 
are apparently a 
‘superpowered semisec- 
ret force’. Would anyone 
like to explain how you 
can be semisecret? 

Harrier Comics, a 
British black-and-white 
publisher, have released 
the appalling 
Barbarienne, complete 
with barely-concealed 
nudity ina dire little tale 
setina future context but 
operating on sub-Conan 
Pretexts. Avoid! 

And Sunrise isn't much 
better, about a feeble 
reactivated superhero 
based in good old Blighty. 
Let's hope Deadface is 
better. 

Canada offers 
Nightveil on 
Americomics, about an 
old-fashioned Hooded 
Heroine with a Scarlet 
Scorpion backup. Huge 
Pectorals or monstrous 
mammaries—the choice is 
yours, 

Saw It, on Educomics, 
is in fact an educational 
tool - apparently to teach 
kids about the horrors of 
Hiroshima. Asa first-hand 
account from survivor 
Keiji Nakawazait can'tbe 
faulted, given the 
audience it is aimed at, 
though it fails to be a 
chilling experience. 
(‘Wow, look Yasuto! 
Everything's gone!") 

Genuine Japanese 
comics have long been 
the envy of most comic 
creators. So far we've 
seen none here in 
translation, but finally 
both Eclipse and First 
have negotiated 
intriguing deals, 

It cost First almost a 
million pounds to get 
reprint rights for Lone 
Wolf And Cub, soit better 
be impressive. And 
Eclipse will soon be 
releasing biweekly black- 
and-whites: Kamui The 
Ninja, Mai The Psychic 
Girl and Area 88. Magic! 
(We hope.) 

Also unseen, but raved 
about in American 
publications, is Paul 
Chadwick's Concrete. 
Dark Horse comics will be 
releasing this soon and 
you can bet it'll be the 
hippest title in town, 
whether it deserves it or 
not. Stay tuned. 
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RALPH MACCHIO 
Ber aC a 


RCA/Columbia 


In this sequel to The Karate Kid, teenage Daniel 
(Ralph Macchio) and his karate teacher Miyagi 
(Noriyuki ‘Pat’ Morita) return to the old master's 
home in Japan and confront enemies from his past. 


‘NOT MATTER who all-American protégé, you 
stronger, matter who iow The Karate Kid ITis 
smarter.’ not another kick-’em-up 
When the old karate orgy, not about martial 
teacher tells thartohis | arts at all, in fact (though 


Tea 
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the few fight scenes are 
powerful). It posits a kind 
of honour different from 
the usual mindless 
revenge ethic; it's about 
the art of making peace. 
The Karate Kid II opens 
with a recap of the 
climactic fight from the 
original Karate Kid, where 
the limping, milk-drinking 
immigrant wimp Daniel 
has to fight, and — beaten 
up, vineible, real— 
eventually floors the big, 











































blond school bully. It's 
what Miss Liberty's all 
about, 

‘There, perhaps, it 
should have stopped — as 
a straightforward parable 
ofthe meekinheriting the 
high-school playground. 
But (as Miyagi would say) 
sometime what audience 
know, ploducer forget, 
and hence the sequel. 

It’saproblem: youcan't 
just say ‘well, actually 
Daniel's troubles 
didn’t end there, he got 
home and Mum and the 
dog were murdered, sohe 
‘went out to total every 
crazy muggerin goddamn 
Santa Monica County’, 
because it'd make 
nonsense of the sweet, 
simple morality tale. 

So director John G 
Avildsen resorts to that 
old device, The Past 
Coming Back To Haunt 
‘You, and Miyagi receives 
aletter asking him to 
return to Okinawa, quick, 
tosee his dying father, He 
goes; he takes along 
Daniel, dry-lookhair spray 
and a stock of cute 
aphorisms. (Ralph 
Macchio is at his most 
realistically, charmingly 
ingenuous on the trip to 
Okinawa, walking and 
talking hip but betraying 
himself with wide-eyed 








naivety.) 
As well as visiting his 
melodramatically 
gasping father, Miyagi 
has tocope with fights he 
left unfought and a 
woman he left unloved 
when he fled Okinawa 
years ago. Daniel gets 
involved with the family 
struggle, too, and the final 
fight is up to him ... and 
then there's this fantastic 
storm (with Hawaii 
doubling for 

Okinawa)... and this, 
like, really old castle on 
the edge of the sea and 
the girland . .. 

The story line does 
smack of desperation, and 
there's a rather absurd 
attempt to make Miyagi - 
always a comic Charlie 
Chan type - into a tragic 
figure, a man with a past, 

But what makes The 
Karate Kid Iso... no, 
certainly not convincing, 
not even good as a 
coming-to-terms with the 
world . .. so happyis its 
complete faith in right 
and the redeemability of 
the wrong (even Miyagi's 
hate-driven enemy, Sato, 
sees the error of his ways 
eventually without the 
chopping of a single 
chop). 

Isaw the first Karate 
Kid three or four times; 
and I'll return to this, 
despite its terrible 
dialogue and rambling 
story, because its values 
are entirely human and it 
is impossible to dislike. 
80% BARNABY PAGE 


Apart from the kick- 
‘em-up finale there isn't 
much in the way of 
oriental fighting in this 
movie, probably because 
far too much emphasis is 
Placed on the 
overdeveloped love 
interest. Predictable, but 
oddly satisfying. 

80% ‘MIKE DUNN 


1 Yep! That karate brat 
and cheerful, charming 
and chopping Mr Miyagi 
are back on the hot vid 
shelves. If you haven't 
seen the first film it 
doesn't matter —you get 
ahandy résumé in the 
first couple of minut: 
and, unlike most: 









mnt story 
line. The film's packed 
with just the right 
balance of action, 

suspense and Oriental 
romance. 

70% LAWRENCE WARRY 











PETER WELLER, JOHN LITHGOW 
The Adventures Of Buckaroo 


Banzai Across The Eighth 


Pera) 


foenure 94minutes 15 


Buckaroo Banzaiand cohorts pit their witsagainsta 
bunch of evil red aliens called John. Buckaroo's aim 
is to save the world from impending nuclear 
disaster, 


TWELVE hours after 
watching Buckaroo, 
pushing the reject button 
and gratefully returning 
the video to its box, I'm 
still confused. 

Tbet I'm not the only 
one; I defy anyone to 
make sense of this 
disjointed muddle of a 
movie, which lurches 
unpredictably from scene 
to scene and leaves any 
sane person utterly 
bewildered. 

Buckaroo Banzai (Peter 
Weller) is your typical 
conventional brain-sur- 
geon-cum-scientist-cum- 
astronaut-cum-social- 
worker-c um-jet-car- 
designer-cum-particle- 
physicist-cum-rock-star- 
cum-prat . One minute 
he's driving his jet car 
through a mountain, the 
hext he's strutting his 
stuff on stage, five 
minutes later he's 
smooth-talking a 
distraught female, ten 
minutes later he's being 
brainwashed, 30 seconds 
later he’s piloting an alien 
spacecraft, 00000000.5 of 
asecond later he's 


chasing a van along 
Highway 28, three 
minutes later he's 
discussing an alien brain 
ata press conference and 
four minutes later he's 
giving the kiss of life 
before rushing back on 
stage toperformhislatest 
hit, 

All this activity thinly 
disguises the film's main 
failings: a disastrous and 
confusing plot, poor 
acting, a feeble scriptand 
appalling editing. 

What's worse, the 
characters (apart from 
Buckaroo) are thrown into 
the plot with little 
background and 
substance to support 
their roles. Buck's back- 
up band are faceless 
unappealing nerds who 
just happen to be able to 
handle a ray gun as well 
as a saxophone, the mad 
scientist (John Lithgow) 
is stark raving bonkers 
because he was jet- 
propelled through a wall, 
and the token female is 
simply a token female. 

As an hilarious piece of 
hokum Buckaroo works 


ory 
ey 
Cr 











well; viewed on other 
levels (as a well-con- 
structed and logical 
movie, for instance) it's a 
no-no. 


15% PAUL STRANGE 


Buckaroo Banzai is one 
of the funniest films I've 
seen in ages. It's one 
huge, hilarious, 
screaming romp through 
the hallowed realms of 
sci-fi. Everything is OTT 





outrageous script and BB 
himself, Buckaroo Banzai 
deserves to be a massive 
hit. If you can't buy it, 
then rent a copy every 
night for the next 
millennium — or at least 
till the promised sequel. 
95% MIKE DUNN 


Upon much reflection 
anda good deal of lateral 
thinking, the twists and 
turns in Buckaroo 
Banzai's freewheeling 
plot do make curiou: 
sense. Logic has been 
cast to the wind as 
Banzai and Co pit their 
wits against invading 
aliens, a mad scientist 
and just about every 
conceivable cinematic 
storytelling convention. 
‘The wild meanderings of 
the plot and director W D 
Richter's devil-may-care 
experimentation make 
Buckaroo Banzaithe most 
refreshing video release 
fora long time. 
75% 

‘CURTIS HUTCHINSON 




















Vid in a poke: National Lampoon's European Vacation 


A mountain 
of Eurojokes 


(ela e 


EEE Tati 
European Vacation 
Warner Home Video sea oy 





iB 


Clark Griswold and his loathsome family win a 
European vacation on the Pig In A Poke TV quiz, 
show 


THIS MOVIE is a classic 
‘take a half baked idea 
and milk it dry’ job from 
the people behind the 
quirky and not 
Particularly funny 
National Lampoon's 
Vacation. The connection 
with that august journal 
(an American satirical 
magazine similar to 
Private Eye but without 
the serious bits) is 
tenuous and only came 
about because the 
original Vacation was 
based on a disaster- 
ridden short story that 
appeared in the 
magazine. Crafty, huh? 

European Vacation is a 
virtual rewrite of its 
predecessor: there are no 
new ideas or gags, just 
the same boring Chevy 
Chase ‘maniac at large 
Amocking things over’ 
routines that he flogged 
to death in Spies Like Us, 
Fletch and even Paul 
Simon's ridiculous Call 
Me Al video, 

The film's only point of 
interest is the ridiculous 
cameos from the likes of 
the Major from Fawlty 


Towers, Mel Smith, 
Robbie Coltrane and a 
painfully drawn-out gag 
from the once-great 
Python Eric Idle, 

10% 


‘CURTIS HUTCHINSON 


The ludicrously OTT 
tone of this movie is set 
right from the start with 
a great pastiche of 
American TV quiz 

is often the 
case with ‘wacky’ 








enough humour to make 
the whole thing 





tested gags that weren't 
funny first time around. 


55% MIKE DUNN 
Don't be put off by the 
ridiculous Pig In A Poke 
opening sequence — it's 
much too long for its own 
good. The film itself hi 
great story line packed 
with gags, and if you're 
into Mel Smith and 
European landmarks 
you'll love it, 

65% LAWRENCE WARRY 
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Freddy, the deceased child molester from A 
Nightmare On Elm Street, returns to haunt the 
dreams of the kids who tried to do him down first 
time around 


INEVER saw the first 
‘Nightmare film, and 
while the stage looks set 
for Parts II, IV, V, VI, 
upwards and onwards to 
the 375th instalment, I 
won't be seeing them 
either. Call me a wimp, 
butIdoNOT regard being 
subjected to blood 
splattered bodies 
bursting from the 
confines of young lads 
stomachs, and a back- 
from-the-dead, over 
cooked-pizza-faced warped in the head, 
monstrosity rampaging _| though 
through the streets 20% 
loping off heads left, 
right and centre, as a 
particularly fab way to 
spend an evening 
The plot, as with all 
these blood-and-guts 
films, is basic. After 


Freddy, begins doing abit 
ofbumping offon his own 
account. Fred gains more 
and more of a 
stranglehold over the wee 
lad, and soon only Jesse's 
groovy girlfriend and the 
course of true love are 
capable of saving the 
universe, Sweet, innit? 
No doubt the most 
gruesome-minded among 
you will lap every minute 
up, and I wish those of you 
well. You must be pretty 


SUE DANDO 


Wi If there's one thing I 
like in a film, it's gore: 
blood, guts and plenty of 
screaming. So I'm happy 
to report that here we 
have it. In abundance. 
bumping off Nancy Limbs flail, screams 
Thompson in Part I, child | curdle, bodies mash 
murderer Freddy—who | ripping stuff. 

was set fire to and 70 
murdered by kindly 
townsfolk some years ago 
—rises from the dead once 
more to have fun and 
games with the Walsh 
family. 

He begins taking over 
the body and mind of 17 
year-old Jesse Walsh going to be bac 
who, while under the and again and again 
influence of freaky 35% MARY MORRIS 
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TIM RICKS 





This is a typical shock- 
horror adventure movie 
set in an American 
suburban household. The 








no doubt that Freddy i 
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Queen of teen 





















: Ts her own very weird 
a Teln a l(c clothes and looking after 
Ok elo her down-at-heel, out-of- 
Pi aU es work Pa (Harry Dean 
a Stanton). 
‘Most of the action 
centres on who's taking 
‘whom to the end of term 
Protty-in-pink high-school teenager Andie Walsh is___ prom, with Andie being 
determined togotatheend-of-termprom—butwho courted both by the zany 
will take her? wacky, lovable, but toher 
byes, not particularly 
IF YOU'VE got the they surface in the attractive Duckie; and the 
impression from the big context of the biggest __—_incredibly hunksome, 
screen publicity that this trauma-raiser ofall... _coo-er! gerraloadathat fit 
isgoing to be'the usual first ove. bierichie Blane, It doesn’ 
teen-angst fodder, you're Andie Walsh (Molly _—_takeanineredibly high IO 
be dead right. And Ringwald) goes toahigh to deduct who she finally 
wonderful it is too, Pretty school dominated by cops off with. 
InPinkis of the same ilk ‘rich ‘That's really only the 
as The Breakfast Club, barest bones of Pretty In 
Pink. Witty, perceptive, 
sneered at bythe richies and superior to your usual 
; fornot having pots of teenie film, it ll jollies 
written/direoted bythe dollars, anine-bedroom —_along toward a nice ~ if 
Steven Spielberg of mansion and at least slightly predictable — 
intelligentteen films, _—_ three Mercedes Benz ‘ding. Well 
John Hughes. limos. Poor pet. She recommended. 
‘Once again, those therefore preferstohang 80% SUE DANDC 
excruciating pre/post- out with fellow zoids like 
pubescent problems of Duckie hilariously 
Social acceptability and portrayed by the Jerry‘ How does John 
moral responsibility are Lewis of the Eighties, Hughes do it? Once 
Graggedup,andofcourse JohnCryer; whilemaking again, he's captured the 
confusion, excitement 
and turmoil of youth in 
: splendid, witty, touchin 
: | | and thoroughly 
VIN AE | cntorsaining movie. An 
“OBS | Harry Dean Stanton's 
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‘You might ey¢ featuring The Smiths, D1 
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simple clues: 


in 
review ofthe Pretty 1a 
ore viall be hankering aft 


{a groovy cat; a diamond) 





1) Pink... 
(a drink associated with 
angostura bitters and 
yachting clubs) 





omething you might S02 
(comeromany ofthe above) 
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Molly Ringwald 
in Pretty in Pink 


















regurgitation of just 
about every post-1955 
girl-meets-boy, girl- 
Joses-boy, girl-wins-boy- 
back movie. Molly 
Ringwald gives a 
moderately pleasing 
performance but is 
neither charismatic nor 
pretty — Madonna would 
‘have been a much better 
choice. Great title track, 
though. 


80% 
‘CURTIS HUTCHINSON 





Teen meets angst: 
CoM) 
re 
SOL 
eens 


UNCLE agents Napoleon Solo and Ilya Kuryakin are 
reunited to track down and disarm a nuclear bomb 
hijacked by THRUSH 


BEFORE THRUSH 
became a nasty little 
irritation that you 
wouldn't wish on your 
worst enemy's naughty 
bits, it was a fiendish 
organisation of men in 
orange boiler suits, hell 
bent on global 
domination. The only 
thing between us and 
THRUSH were UNCLE 
agents Napoleon Soloand 
his trusty sidekick, 
expatriate Russian Iya 
Kuryakin. They did battle 
onour TV screens against 
incredible odds and 
ludicrous budgets every 
week, 

‘The TV series ran from 
1964 to 1967 and has since 
been repeated. BBC2 
(bless 'em) occasionally 
screen the feature films 
that were hastily cobbled 
together from various 
episodes. Now the men 
from UNCLE are back to 
save the world once 
again, appearing in this 
respectful video, which 
was originally made as a 
TV movie in 1983, 

It's 15 years on and the 
once-deadly duo have 
gone their separate ways. 
It’s no surprise that slick 
smoothie Napoleon Solo 
has taken to wearing 
outrageous frilly shirts 
and playing the tables at 
Caesar's Palace, but Ilya 
Kuryakin, that once ice- 
cold killer, a high-class 
dressmaker? Come on! 

‘The pair are dragged 
out of retirement by the 
unflappable and terribly 
English Sir John Raleigh 
(Patrick MacNee standing 
in fora sadly departed Mr 
Waverley). Their mission: 
to locate an atomic bomb 
hijacked by THRUSH. 

If the plot sounds 


surprising, as it has 
already been used in 
two James Bond films — 
Thunderball and Never 
Say Never Again. But 
then the whole 
production is like a 
collection of ideas and 
stunts pulled from Bond 
movies and, as if to 
emphasise the point, 
former 007 George 
Lazenby makes a bizarre 
but hilarious cameo 
appearance, driving a 
grey Austin Martin witha 
JB registration plate. 
Pure pap, of course. But 
likable all the same. 
‘Though there are gags 
| aplenty (mostly at the 
| expense of the ageing 
agents) the movie has 
been respectfully madein 
the spirit of the original 
TV shows, and it really is 
good to see Vaughn and 














familiar it's hardly McCallum back in action 








again. Thrill to the return 
of those nifty Channel-D 
walkie-talkie pens, | 
marvel at the ingenious 
life-saving devices 
(Kuryakin carries an 
oxyacetylene torch in his 
buckle and a bomb in the 
heel of his shoe), gasp at 
the campier-than-camp 
villains and swoon over 
those groovy flashing 
lights that take you from 
one scene to the next! 
Welcome back. 

70% 

CURTIS HUTCHINSON 


 Ienjoyed this TV film/ | 
video a great deal. The 
Fifteen Years Later Affair 
convincingly manages to 
recreate the feel of the 





original UNCLE series 
there are plenty of in- 
jokes and Messrs 
Vaughn and McCallum 
appear to enjoy being 
ack togethe: 
‘Smashing. 
80% PAUL STRANGE 











§ Remember those 
exploding watches 
which in theory. 
scientifically impossible 
to construct? Well, if you 
do, you'll immediately 
recognise this new Man 
From UNCLE film. What's 
more-dareIsayit?—this 
movie is actually an 
improvement on the 
original 















85% LAWRENCE WARRY D> 
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Star Trek — 
the first 
frontier 


Pag ben Pooh 


cd 15 





The starship Enterprise responds to a mysterious 
distress call in this original pilot for Star Trek 


LAST MONTH in L's 
Star Trek feature, we told 
the story of how Gene 
Roddenberry made TV 
history when he was 
commissioned to make a 
second pilot programme 
to convince American 
networks that Star 

‘Trek could succeed. The 
first pilot was never 
shown to the public. 

But now, for the first 
time, Paramount have 
released The Cage on 
video for Star Trek fans to 
see what Roddenberry's 
original conception was 
like. And a fascinating 
hour it is too. 

‘Americans have never 


ex-film editor I severely 
doubt his explanation 
but on with the main 
feature 

William Shatner as 
Captain James T Kirk is a 
long way in thefuture. As 
‘we zoomintothe bridge of 
the Enterprise, she is 
under the command of 
Captain Christopher Pike 
(Jeff Hunter), ably 
assisted by his 
domineering female 
Number One, played by 
Majel Barrat (who later 
became Dr McCoy's 
medical assistant in the 
series), and the one other 
familiar face, Mr Spock 
(Leonard Nimoy). 


him from the others. 
Suddenly the illusory 
encampment with its 
elderly denizens 
vanishes, A door in the 
rock opens and alien 
beings capture Pike and 
the girl 

Pike is placed in a 200 
cage, alongside weird 
creatures, His captors 
communicate through 
telepathy and are able to 
create illusions of 
startling reality in their 
captives’ minds. They 
begin testing Pike, using 
hallucinations of pain to 
punish him when he's 
uncooperative — and 
causing the girl pain 


























been very good at 
‘introductions’ made by a 
producer, and 
Roddenberry's 
appearance before the 
start and after the 
conclusion of The Cage, 
mouthing off among the 
familiar sets of the 
Enterprise, is no 
exception. 

Still, he does add a 
sense of history, albeit 
heavily contracted to the 
point of inaccuracy, and 
he does attempt to 
explain why half of the 
scenes in the film are in 
black-and-white. As an 








‘Well, almost familiar — 
this Spock looks much. 
more satanic than he did 
later, something which 
upset the TV network 
bosses at the time. 

‘The story is simple 
enough, The 
Enterprise responds to a 
distress call, and when 
Pike, Spock and Number 
One beam down, they 
find a shabby castaway's 
encampment inhabited 
by old men and one 
beautiful young girl. Pike 
is captivated by the girl's 
dreamy mystery and 
allows her to separate 


when they can't get him 
to break. 

Gradually their 
objective becomes clear. 
‘The aliens want Pike to 
mate with the girl and 
produce offspring to. 
repopulate the surface of 
their planet and act as 
slaves. 

Pike isn't quite correct 
for their purposes, 
though, and the way in 
which he's wrong and the 
way he resolves this 
desperate situation make 
for a typical Star 
Trek story ~ remarkable, 
really, when you consider 








15 collector’s vids must go! 


YOU'RE BORED. You've got very few 
pennies in your pocket ('0 woe is me’) 
there's nothing good on TV (makes a 
change) and the rain is coming down in 
buckets, Sob. You need cheering up, and we 
at LM can do just that (round of applause, 
please). We have the power to boldly take 
you where no magazine has taken you 
before 

You probably read the behind-the-scenes 
history of Star Trekin LM Issue Three 
Course you did, 

Well, we've got 15 copies of the first Star 
Trek pilot ever made — the one which was 
NEVER SHOWN ~ to give away to YOU! 
(Sorry, we've only got VHS format vids, 
Betamaniacs wait for another LM~your time 
will come!) 

Star Trek: The Cage was made for NBC in 
1964, before Captain Kirk was even atwinkle 
in the scriptwriter's eye. 

Never before seen on TV or video, this is 
the first voyage of the starship Enterprise — 
under the command of Captain Christopher 
Pike, who stumbles upon the wreckage of a 
spaceship missing for 18 years, and 
subsequently falls straight into a trap 





gripping stuff, and a must for all Star 
Trek enthusiasts. 

All you have to do to win a copy of this 
great video is suss out these three 
questions 


1) Who wrote The Cage? 

2) What colour is Spock's blood? 

3) Who plays Captain Christopher Pike in 
The Cage? 





When you've got the answers, send them 
with your name and address on a postcard 
(or the back of a sealed envelope) to 
BOLDLY VIEW ETC COMPETITION, Lm, 
PO Box 20, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB, 
entries to reach us by 21 May. 

‘The first 15 correct entries pulled from the 
Lm enterprise zone (ha %$&*!!*& ha ~pun- 
weary Ed) will win a copy of The Cage. It's 
perfectly logical. 





vv 





thatthis was the first ever 
made. 

It's the differences set 
alongside the similarities 
tothe series that make 
The Cage a fascinating 
hour's watching. 

Jeff Hunter as Captain 
Pike is not William 
| Shatner as James Kirk, yet 
| they're so uncannily alike 

one could have stood in 
for the other! 

And the ship's doctoris 
not McCoy, yet his brand 
of wiseacre country 
quackery is much the 
same, 

On the other hand, the 
one major character with 
the same name and same 
actor as in the series, Mr 
Spock, is completely 
different; much less 
potent in the pilot, much 
less in command of 
| himself (he even smiles!) 

and not at all ‘logical’. 

The Cage is hardly 
mainstream viewing, yet 
| Tsuspect that with ail its 
historical associations it'll 
| be a popular hire, 
|70% ROGER KEAN 


§§ What! The good ship 
Enterprise without 
William Shatner at the 

| helm and Leonard Nimoy 
| relegated toa menial 

| Number Three 
posting... Star Trek 
| you've never seen it 
before. Fascinating. 
90% 

| CURTIS HUTCHINSON 








| M Star Trek is so familiar 
| it's difficult to imagine 
how strange it must have 
seemed when it was 
jew, a think-'em-up, a 
space series in which 
other worlds were 
REALLY alien and not 
just slightly altered 
versions of our own. 

The Cage, because it's 
different from the Star 
Trek series (different 
cast, very different 
Spock), helps us see how 
original Gene 
Roddenberry's concept 
was—though it's not that 
far in atmosphere from 
some of the meaning- 
laden psychological SF 
| | films of the Fifties, like 
Forbidden Planet. 

Despite the annoying 
switches from black-and- 
white to colour and back 
again, this is interesting 

ing as a historical 
artefact and a curiosity — 
though not, to be honest, 
aterribly interesting 
show for anyone but the 
cultists. 
70% 


























TIM RICKS 
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Poussin about 


ARCADIA 


Pg TIE) 
a 


Election Day/ The Promise/ Goodbye Is Forever/ The 


Flame/ Missing 


Nick, where dic 
‘Arcadia’ come 
from - more importantly, 
what does it mean? 
‘Arcadia just emanated 
after six months of 
searching for a name —one 
night —it was final-decision 
time and we had to have a 
name for the next day.’ 
‘Okay, 80 you don't know 
what it means — Simon? 
‘Poussin painted Les 
Bergers D'Arcadie 
‘Shepherds Of Arcadia 
shows them standing by a 
tomb and there's an 
inscription 'Et in Arcadia 
Ego’ which is really — it's 











‘The 


that phrase . .. from, 
which... we... took... 
he name, 


So you don’t know either, 
‘Simon. Nick, you've had 
timeto think—canyou tell us 
now? 

‘Simon wrote down this 
thing that said ‘Et in 
Arcadia Ego’ which is, 
ah . .. it's this sort of old 
Latin 
inscription . .. um... with 
allot of mysterious, mystic 
content to it and it just felt 
like the right sort of 
atmosphere for 
the... ‘project’,’ 

Okay, so neither of you 
pretentious prats know 
What it means. As for the 
music... i it true that the 

‘songs’ are nothing more 
that a collection of Duran 
Duran outtakes? 

“The album is definitely 
European-sounding — it's 
got alittle Hispanicinitand 
alittle bit of Gypsy.” 

Whaaaat? | wouldn't say 
that within earshot of any 
‘Spanish Gypsies if | were 
you! And, by the way — why 
did you waste time flying all 
over the world when the 
promos were obviously shot 
In studios? 

1 think that Paris just 
seemed to be the right, 
place for the videos 

{Is that why you did the last 
three In London? And 
anyway, the videos don't 
exactly broak any new 

yround — they're full of the 

\me old boring cliché: 
Nick, what were you trying 
to.achieve with The Flame, for 
instance? 























‘You can say what the hell 
you like: 

don't know what you're 
talking about anyway, 

5% TIM RICKS 


Undoubtedly a video for 
the dedicated diehard 
Arcadia fans—ie Simon Le 
Bon and Nick Rhodes. 

0% MIKE DUNN: 





Conus 





for this particular 
videoI thought since it was 
going to be a very Forties- 
looking sort of Alfred 


§ Question: What's more 
tedious than an Arcadia 





Hitehcock-style... thing, | promo video? 
aaahm .... it would be ‘Answer: A video of the 
little more, ah, suited to making of an Arcadia 
havea more debonair air— | promo. 


can I say that: debonair 
air?! 


Fatty Le Bon and his 
partner in crime take 


themselves very 
seriously — hence all tho: 
frozen images of pained 
expressions and lonely- 
Jooking would-be pop 
stars drifting through 
pricy-looking film 

But why is it this video 
so funny? Could it be the 
spectacle of Nick Rhode 
tripping over his words 
and making a prat of 
himself? No, the sting in 
the tail is that Arcadia 
spent a lot of dosh making 
these vids, but they were 
hardly shown anywhere 
because all but one of their 























5% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 





SAA sa acon 


LT) etry 
Lael lod 


eM 


Duane Bradley has a dark (and hungry) secret hidden 
inside his picnic hamper—but who or what s it, and why 
doesn''t it ike doctors? 


ANY MOVIE where the 
cinema handed out 
surgical masks ‘to keep 
the blood off your face" 
can't beall bad! Neverhas 
splatter been so splashy. 
Like the ads said: ‘The 
tenant in room 7 is very 
small, very twisted and 
very mad.’ 


best movie monsters, 
you'll end up pitying him, 
At times Basket 
Case looks like it's been 
shot with a hand-held 
camera and lit by a 40- 
watt bulb — there are 
some very rough edges — 
but that graininess adds 
to its gritty feel. And 


Basket Case is the Henenlotter has a grisly 
ultimate cult movie. sense of fun; while 
Gettingaproperaudience busting through every 


taboo of taste, the film is 
often hilarious, 

Not for everybody, but 
ifyoulike your horror rare 
and your humour in a 
jugular vein, this is your 
picnic basket, 

80% JOHN MINSON 


is beyond the dreams of 
‘most amateur film- 
makers —but that's what 
Frank Henenlotter 
managed to do with his 
semipro debut. 

‘A victim of the Video 
Bill, it's been unavailable 
for a while — but now the 
hysteria's abated and 
Belial is back. 

Duane Bradley books in 
ata 42nd Street flophouse 
carrying a large basket — 
‘clothes,’ he explains. But 
even the dirtiest laundry 
doesn't quzzle down a 
dozen hamburgers, 
spitting out the buns. 

From there on it's a 
rocky ride with throats 
ripped out, an operation 
scene which is definitely 
NOT for the squeamish, 
and gore squirting 
everywhere. There's also 
a creature from your 
worst nightmares — 
though, as with all the 








1 Not nearly as 
gruesome as the recent 
furore would suggest. 
What our moral 
watchdogs failed to 
realise in their eagerness 
to suppress this oddity | 
was that Basket Caseisa 
horror comedy rather 
than a video nasty. But 
the truth is it's neither 
horrific or funny, just 
plain dull and tacky. 
Banning was too good for 
it. 
35% 

‘CURTIS HUTCHINSON 


lM Belial has what's 
called ‘an attitude 
problem’. He's an ugly, 





wants revenge. Cue 
much sleazy low-budget 
gore. Still, it’s beautifully 
done for those who can 

take it, A bloody classic. 
85% ‘TIM RICKS 
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RICHARD LOWE on singles — Ferry 
Aid, Boy George, Curiosity Killed The 
Cat, Lionel Ritchie and Huey Lewis 
Poet By CBS CT 





OLDIES, cover versions, | efforts and intentions of 
Ricerche ma Ree Cems 
from second-rate films~ | you could do without the 
errr rege ea chy 
Peer Seer 7 ae BCC cen gen 


vit mune te 

first news bulletins of the | follows: The 
rece aa BET tT ec cd 
See ee ea eC CEC 


Ser pceaice erp aasog 
pee creat en geeucry 
Puen ic) Peco og 


wheeling out some naff__| moved?), London. Sort 
oldsingalongtoboostthe | code: 40-03-05. Account 
inevitable disaster fund. | number: 71193449. 

Within a couple of days 
Pcie tonal 
ptgen eee 
Rearend 
Pere 
Pecan ie) 
Recon tac! 
esters eau) 
prea) 
Pes ee ee 

ecard 
Cerone 
eee 
eer ao 
Pa pad 
ase 
Ceca 
Peed 
would-be celebrities and 
rekon 
Pera ere ae 
Pritts! 
Ps 

ce ec) 
Pere cae iad 
Peer 
ary ree res 
yey 
Cares 
Patri 
enna 
Deer Ue 
Breese 
cee naa 
Perper ce enn 
Dera 
Perel 
Petree tgs 
car ence) 
ec anaiy 
Preeti 
seers 

en ora 
Pesca 
itself to three-part 
atid 
sae end 
song goes, sentimental 
ore eee 
Pree tr e 

Still, it would be 
churlish not to praise the 
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Suns and covers 


erry 
epee as cea) 
belongs, at the top of the 
Prreruce re retry 
eat 
prego rg 
PSs eet 
Pee a eatery 
Peete ay 
Pereture era a 
Perea ea kaaog 
George it's worth it. The 
recently-released Culture 
‘Club compilation LP This 
‘Time (reviewed in this 
rhe re acy 
Peerage eet) 
orrutice tan 
Peis me tasra 
Seg sod 
ros erro ad 
re nN eeu um 
ets meester] 








Embarrassing 
Coe Ld 
eee 








everything that's missing 
eee eat 
ertas 


See) 
eeepc Tenner) 
as Curiosity Killed The 
ease eeeenieessiey 
Rm oe ees 
poorer tn 
Ce ea oe 
that in about five singles 
Re ae ae 
Dee 
Paice ree ate 
Re Sy ent 
Pie oy 
polite little pop ditty (it 
PO eect 
Fees ey 
Cot em) 
way...) which should 
Bere sets at 
hext three months, but 
Seer eran 
fOUCRo aoe 
Peres oe 
band) sowill the tears and 
Doe eae ert ed 
Peeters 
peer tea 
Puneet 
Serious contenders. 


SCHOOLGIRLS and 
peter red 
rere nnd 
Rikers sss 
overeat Cost) 
Premrieemnty cai} 
ugly men with big noses 
cerekce een 
Brera cca 1) 
make do with A-Ha and 
oMieome a rs 
ee 
Lionel Ritchie to brighten 
Pear 
eer recy 
occas 
oeera ern dei 
Dees acres 
Pree cect) 
specialist in drippy 
parere rast) 
Seer Ceericy 
eee 
ecto g 
coer 
Pagsrise nerd 
Peoria antec 
Perera 
penetration, he has to 
ere Comcrreneics 
numbers into the pot, 
CN aan 
Sen ace 
and again. 
oor ony 
Pree cer igre) 
Pee eee cay 
Poometon ee ent 
Cilla Black (spelling's not 
Doers 
pronounces it right) 
eee a ce eee 
nee] 
rao ris 
Rie eer 
Pee eee ety 





eee! 
terns 
eee oper 
prec oar 
oan e iT] 
pre 

ese e cscs} 
PCa kas 
Pareto gco ra 
Pico teiot nto) 
that Lionel, feeling abit o 
Pes eeeetcae 
peace se 
pects gr pst) 
cone er catty 
Pee eR EC 
Britcar cites 
Bar eter ewes 
Beer gear 
Bitar ee 
ruse gr 
Ro gcis ar) 
Dorecremer ny 
totally haywire. 


NICE to see a healthy 
Pore ours 
Peony 
‘The Beastie Boys, selling 
by the lorryload. Not tha 
egrets 
peter sige 
pee tg 
Corer or ye 
slobbish laddism The 
peepee tt) 
Poets 

pessoa cg 
see 
eer) 
(gosh how radical) and 
Peet eee ae 
Piemerie ee conte 
per na entr 
Pear 
ro eos 
Serer 





NR ered 
eer} 
pornos eae 
old-timers can seek solac 
Peete nh ty 
pareeaectrg ieee 
BUCO Rec 
pes erE eo) 
Pomae tera 
Beene errs 
Bere Mchee roles 
itup with Simple As That 
pare ee 
Preece seared 
Renesas 
Rete 
Briere tee tc 
ee beng tar) 
But it's downhill all the 
ounce ot 
etirssceeeee 
eee 
humble worker's passag 
Ere Sem 
see 
etree setts 
Pbeorsene 
Pacer ten 
Penang 
om naan 
Coe ierey 
amr ctm 





















HAVING made his name 
with Depeche Mode, 
Yazoo, The Assembly and 
the lesser-known Robert 
Marlow and Paul Quinn, 
Vince Clark has finally 
settled with Andy Bell 
and is now producing one 
of the freshest sounds of 
the Eighties. 

The Circus goes on 
from where 
Wonderland left off. It's 
funkier than its 
predecessor, though, and 
every track would make a 
great single. 

Bursting with strength 
from start to finish, this 
record is yet another 
jewel in the crown for 
Vince Clark. Each track 
neatly complements the 
others, and there's a rich 
and varied mixture of 
sounds that blend. 
forcefully. 

Sostop reading this, get 








Circus 
maximus 


out there, and buy it 
NOW 


95% MARK KENDRICK 


1 Whether it’s Andy or 
Alison on vocals, the 
dominant sound is still 


that of Vince overkilling 
sequencer. Only the 


hi 
funked-up tracks save 





The Circus from thepitof | | 


electro-blandness. 
40% SIMON POULTE! 


Nearly a decade on 
from Depeche Mode, 


synth genius Vince Clark 
is still at it. Erasure have | 


now gelled neatly and 
this latest album pops 
along busily enough, 
though there are still to« 





many Yazooisms for my 


liking. 


60% SUE DANDO 
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ONE of the bands at the 
forefront of 85's so-called 
‘American Invasion’, 
Green On Red play tough, 
brittle and persuasive 
hard-edged country rock 
This latest album is a 
teasonable offering 
though occasionally Dan 
Stuart overstretches his 
rasping lead vocal and 
becomes unbearably 
melodramatic 

The instrumental back- 
up is spot-on, particularly 
the wide and colourful 
keyboard backwash from 
Chris Cacavas, Keith 
Mitchell's emphatic 
percussion and the crisp 
guitar work of Dan Stuart 
and C W Prophet, 

The best tracks are 
Clarkesville (a meaty, 
hard-edged and cynical 
opener), Mighty Gun (a 
reliable and raucous 
plodder with great lines 
like ‘How the West was 


won/ plenty of cheap 


labour and the mighty 


gun’), 


Ghost Head (a 


slightly whimsical 


rocker), and No Man 





Land (a killer cut, despite 


Dan Stuar 





's overbearing 


vocals), 
‘The rest are ho-hum. 


45% 


PAUL STRANGE 


The music on this 
album is okay, but aftera 
while the lead singer's 
voice grates toomuch for 
the eardrums. I was 
hoping this would be a 
good LP, but Iguess Iwas 
conned by the attractive 
sleeve, 


40% 





/AWRENCE WARRY 


§ Judging by the 
tortured tones of Green 


On Red lead vocal 





tDan 


Stuart, he's suffered for 
his art. Now it's our turn. 
No thanks. 


15% 


‘CURTIS HUTCHINSON 
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IT'S abit tenuous 


That was then, this is now |[ie:cc-"_ 








mascara from Boots. realise whatagreatband | | great lump of suet 
This Time forcefully Culture Club were. All pudding dripping with 
rams home all of Culture | their greatest moments | | treacle. 
Club's finest musical are captured on this LP They have some 
points,andfor40minutes | except for my personal characteristics in 
you can ignore the fave, God Thank You common: sticky, stodgy, 
BURIED beneath all the | blended high-quality pop, | turbulencethatupsetand | Woman. Still, that could | | sickly and pleasant 
fuss, furore and banner superb musicianship and | finally ended their career. | be partly rectified if enough in small doses 
headlines that surround | reasonable lyrics with Highlights include Virgin get round to every now and then if 
Boy George's drug bold, forceful and Karma Chameleon, Time | releasing a companion shoved in front of your 
problems, the deaths, the | blistering production. The | (Clock Of The Heart), Do | video. Superb. nose, but hardly the 
family feuds and the irresistible package was | You Really Want To Hurt | 95% CURTIS HUTCHINSON | | backbone of a healthy 
squabbles inside the given a killer garish: an} Me, Black Money and my balanced diet. 
group, a vital and ultracamp image favourite, the punchy and ‘And how we gorged on 
significant factor is often | spearheaded and livedto | brittle Church Of The ™ Arecordforthosewith | | thestuffin83 and 84, with 
ignored the full by Boy George. Poison Mind. little conscience who Tom Bailey, Alannah 
When they were on Not surprisingly, Buy it. Savouy it. ‘ed Culture Club's hits | | Currie and Joe Leeway 
form (particularly on their | Culture Club enraged Treasure it. the first time round and | | gettingrich and fat off the 
first two albums) Culture | parents, delighted a 95% PAULSTRANGE | don't mind contributing | | fruits of such 
Club were magnificent: _ | fanatical teenage to Richard Branson's fat | | masterpieces of modern 
an unstoppable following, and left most of bank account on the mediocre middle-of-the- 
impressive and emotive | us wondering when to 1 This superb second. road pop as Doctor 
force who successfully pick up a crateload of compilation makes you | 30% SIMON POULTER | | Doctor, Sister Of 
Mercy and You Take Me 
Up. 
They started life as one 





' God thank you Boy: Culture Club 
 — 


of those worthy indie 
bands, very ‘political’, lots 
of ‘ethnic’ percussion, 
etc, and with aline-up big 
enough to field a rugby’ 
league team. Then Tom 
Bailey decided he wanted 
to make a lot of money. 

The group slimmed 
down toa three-piece 
(token ‘chick’, token 
black’), announced that 
they wanted to ‘get their 
ideas across to more 
people’ (17!) and churned 
outa string of cleverly: 
crafted singles. 

They were all pretty 
much the same — 
sluggish, plodding affairs 
on the whole, though the 
choruses always packed 
a hefty hook, 
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THEY don't fit into any 
convenient pop 
pigeonhole; there are 
certainly shades of This 
Mortal Coil, the Cocteau 
‘Twins and early Dream 
Academy here, and a 
dash of lightweight folk. 
but really Shelleyan 
Orphan veer nearer to 
classical music. 

Caroline Crawley and 
Jemaur Tayleuse minimal 
instrumentation ~an 
acoustic guitar and an 
oboe witha string trio—to 
express their most 
intimate feelings, they 
offer turbulent 
multitracked harmonies 
which twist, turn and 
eventually trickle out of 
the speakers, and the 
overall effect is pleasant, 
comforting and 
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And the first single 
nilled from this current 
lection, Get That Love, 
sset in the same mould. 
But it’s not exactly 
wetting the charts alight 
which suggests that The 
Thompson Twins’ 

mber may be up. For 
Get That Love towers 
1 the rest of the songs 
mthis miserable LP, Gad 
inows what Tom and 
Nannah have been up to 
ce Joe left, but they 
fainly haven'tcome up 
with any new ideas or 
particularly interesting 
ngs. 

Perfect Day and Follow 
Heart are 
sonable enough, but 
onthe whole this is a half 
baked suet pudding of a 
cord... not much 
cle, either. 
20% | RICHARD LOWE 
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| impressive despite 
sounding ridiculously 
twee at times. 

The best tracks are 
Rosettis Under Snow, 
Blue Black Grape (which 
has a beautiful, mesmeric 
swirling section), 100 
Hands, and the insistent 
Southern Bess. 

Without a lyric sheet 
it's hard to be sure what 
they're on about at times, 
but it's all poetical and 
whimsical stuff 
85% PAUL STRANGE 


The dreary and 
unimaginative 





The Thompson Twins 
have been pretty quiet of 
late, so it was with some 
excitement that I slotted 
this into the stereo, But 
the feeling didn't last 
Jong. Time has stood still 
forthe Twins; apartfrom 
a new anger in singer 
Tom Bailey's voice 
there's nothing on this 
album that they couldn't 
have churned out as B- 
sides over the past five 
years. Call it a day, 
Twins, 

45% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 











[liked the Twins in 
their early days, but 
they've gone off the boil 
during the last couple of 
years. This tame, 
mediocre album 
confirms that decline. 

50! TIM RICKS 








warblings of Shelleyan 
Orphan (great name) 
could have originated 
from just about any dope- 
headed early Seventies 
‘progressive’ hippy 
band. And what sounded 
tiresome then just 
sounds pointless now. 
20% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 





Here art spills into 
pretension; and a few 
sparks of life in this 
braveattemptat proving 
musical prowess are 
doused by weak and 
unassuming vocals. 
SIMON POULTER 








Flying dreams 


THE COMSATS havenever 
had it easy. 

They promised so much 
early on ~ their 1980 debut 
Waiting For A Miracle had 
some classic moments 
(even if it OD'don 
moroseness) and at times 
the follow-up Sleep No 
‘More was even better—but 
somehow they never quite 
cracked it 

A deliberate move 
toward lighter, poppier 
material followed, along 
with a label change, but 
though they've made 
strong attempts at 
‘commercialism (like the 
single You Move Me from 
the Seven Day 
Weekend LP), the Comsats 
have remained a sadly 
ignored and forgotten 
band, 

But someone up there 
likes them. Or rather one 
Robert Palmer does, 
‘Thanks to his personal 
efforts the Comsats have 
landed themselves a new 
deal with Island. With 
Palmer behind them (he's 
credited on the LP as 
Executive Producer) the 
Comsats have turned out a 
marvellous LP, one of their 
best since their first two 
albums, 

They've successfully 





Ree 


blended their original 
down-in-the-dumps style 
with a bright modern 
production, and though 
‘much of the materialis kept 
sparse (and therefore 
intimate), when abig belter 
ofa song comes along the 
effect is surprisingly 
dramatic and provocative. 

Chasing Shadows has 
many moments to savour. 
There's the delicate 
sparseness and simplistic 
piano-chord section of The 
Cutting Edge, the vibrant 
urgency of Flying Dreams, 
the phased mayhem and 
wicked stereo panning of 
The Thought That Counts, 
the gut-wrenching power 
of Under The Influence and 
the restrained but bitching 
ballad Pray For Rain. 

‘And suddenly ~ in the 
midst of the chugging 
drums, morose Steve 
Fellows vocals, 
atmospheric keyboard 
settings and whiplash 
guitars of You'll Never 
Know ~Robert Palmer pops 
up to sing a verse. Bizarre. 

A strong and compelling 


album 
85% PAUL STRANGE 


I This is a disappointing 
album. The lyrics are top: 
class and so are the 
roductory sections, but 
when it comes to the 
crunch nothing fits — the 
music and lyrics go in 
different directions. 
‘35% LAWRENCE WARRY 








It's notdifficult todetect 
Executive Producer 
(whatever that means) 
Robert Palmer's 
mellowing influence on 
this album. And his 
unlikely alliance with The 
Comsat Angels has 
worked wonders. With 
tracks like the catchy Lost 
Continent (a single, 
surely?), the raunchy 
Flying Dreams and 
Doorsish The Thought 
That Counts, The Comsats 
have come up with their 
most accessible LP yet. 
Good stuff. 

65% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 
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trombone. 


accordion 


sliding, drunken 
lazy 
percussion, teasing 


plaintive lament of the 
strange voice that is Marc 


and the wailing 


Almond 
It's so much more STAND UP, Julian Cope 
5 complete than any former frontman with the 
previous work, s0 <oeene 
: exceptionally ~ ‘You've produced a 
ae Soeseamnes hazy || sakeu serena 
Marc Almond fi frank end refreshing that | rocking statementofintent 
Teanonlybelievethis will | Which makes your last 
stand asone ofthe most | album sound weak 
definitive mood pieces, ‘And this surprising 
ever. dovelopment has occurred 
100%  SUEDANDO | almost without warning 
Sure, World Shut Your 
ree Mouth was a fine, catchy 


passion appears to have 
taken a dive, though his | Teardrops keep falling 








PURGATORY of the soul, | upward ina glorious seedy overtones remain. : 
redemptionofallsinsand | flurry of diverse sounds | Thereareacoupleofreal | ° Me fee: Julan Cope 
those sinned against and eccentric oddities. gems on this album — 
these are themes forever | From Thirties-Paris- Melancholy Rose, the 
meandering through the | piano-barsleaze on The _| superb hit single that 
strange mind thatisMarc | Room Below to high- never was, and Mr Sad, 
Almond. So overtly camp-music-hall which is wonderfully 
perverse, so incredibly | burlesque (Ruby Red) to _| uplifting. But despite 
dirty, shopsoiled and the glorious tacky these, Mother Fist And 
sordid, he truly doesn't | oompah of Mr Sad, Her Five Daughters is 
seemtocarewhatanyone | Almond succeeds in disappointing. Marc 
thinks of him. creating tremendous Almond has given us 
By this latest soiree of | depth of mood and more tease than sleaze 
lavish overindulgence feeling, heightening this time. 
and slavish self. sensations of beauty 55% LYSETTE COHEN 





confession, ‘anyone! where there should be 
might be at best amused | ugliness, of honesty This solo effort is a 
andat worst shocked and | where vulgarity might competent blend of soul 
offended, lurk within. and torch songs, with 
Beginning withthettle |  Talesofsleaze, squalor, | some interesting 





track MotherFist And Her | the melancholy of broken | accordion and trumpet 
Five Daughters (a dreams and romance arrangements beefing up 
hilarious tribute to the gone; all are smudged an otherwise uneventful 
joys of self-abuse), we and distorted—veiled by | LP. 


45 











journey onward and asmoke screen of gliding, 





YOU'VE read the good bits, you've read the 
brilliant bits. You've searched high and low 
over hill and dale and you've now found the 
highlight of LM magazine. The Konica 
Tomato camera competition. 
Congratulations! 

We've been giving the little so-and-sos 
away each month and this issue is no 
exception, no siree. 


GORDON DRUCE 





To win YOUR Tomato camera, just tell us 
which cousin of Her Royal Madge The Queen 
is a professional photographer, renowned 
for his ‘glamour’ calendars. 

Write ona postcard (or the back of a sealed 
envelope) and send it to HOW MANY MORE 
TOMATO CAMERAS ARE tm GIVING 
AWAY ANYWAY? COMPETITION, tm, PO 
Box 20, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB. 


The first correct entry we pick out of one of 
Bamaby Page’s Italian stuffed tomatoes 
wins the camera 

Make sure your entry is in by 21 May, 
otherwise you won't win a sausage. (I 
thought we were giving them away NEXT 
month ~ Ed) 


Last month's winner 


Huw Williams from Swansea won a Konica 
‘Tomato camera in the LM Issue Two Tomato 
comp for answering correctly: 

a) Linda McCartney 


b) Nick Nolte 
c) Andy Summers 






































single, but who would have 
thought you could have 
sustained the impact of 
that record across two 
sides of an LP? 

‘Take the boisterous and 
bouncy Trampolene as 
proof; with its poignant 
and punchy hook and jig-a- 
jig build-up sections, this 
memorable song is one of 
the LP's highlights 

Shot Down boils and 
bubbles at an equally tough 
pace, but Eve's 
Volcano really takes the 
biscuit. With a catchy 
chorus and an easy, paisley 
ace, it's positively 
commercial, a glorious 
track which deserves to be 
lifted as a single. 

And perhaps 
Spacehopper could be 
another 45, A fast-paced 
ode to those giant orange 
balloons which looked like 
giant gonads when you 
rodethem, the track cruises 
effortlessly at 565mph. 
Magnificent! 

‘Andthere'smore ... the 
familiar strains of World 
Shut Your Mouth, the 
intricate and delicate poke 
of the title track (God 
knows whatit's about) and 
the brittle, turbulent and 
troubled A Crack In The 
Clouds, 

Yes, Mr Cope, stand up 
and be congratulated. 
80%  PAULSTRANGE 





Julian Cope usedtobea 
genuine weirdo. A few 
tabs of acid once 
convinced him that he was 
a city centre and that the 
blood running through his 
veins was the traffic; and 
the cover of his last LP 
showed him cowering 
naked under a turtle-shell 
holding up a sign saying 
‘Fried’. 

Now he's turned into 
professional weirdo — 
tame and predictable. This 
LP is boring; get Wilder, 
the second Teardrops LP, 
instead. 

45% | RICHARD LOWE 








Both sides of this album 
kick off with Cope's last 

:ingles ~ Trampolene and 
the catchy World Shut Your 
‘Mouth —and they give a 
fair indication of what the 
album has to offer. 

There's a tremendous 
vitality stamped across it 
all; Side One jumps out at 
you with a healthy and 
‘energetic sound, and any 
one of the tracks could be 
another single in the 
making, especially Eve's 
Volcano. The second side is 
slightly calmer, with a 
more philosophic air, but 
be prepared for a barrage 
of sound. 

40% MARY MORRIS 

















U2's new album The 
Joshua Tree went 
platinum in its first week 
of release, and now looks 
setto stay at Number One 
fora while (see UP FRONT 
article in this issue of Lm) 

Because the album's 
already so well-known, 
we decided to try anew, 
different way of 
reviewing The Joshua 
Tree ~ inviting readers to 
write the reviews, 

There's been a debate 
about U2 raging in WORD 
UP for months. It started 
inIssue One when Adrian 
JLowery wrote to say 
that U2fansare'araving, 
macho, mindless army 
who are not prepared to 
listen to other music and 
are especially anti-Simple 
Minds’, 

The response was 
phenomenal. We received 
posthags full of Simple- 
Minds-versus-U2 letters, 
And from all those people 
‘writing in we picked three 
to expand on their 
opinions here, in the 
review section. 

Jim Leavis totally 
disagreed with Adrian 
Lowery and practically 
threatened fisticuffs 
Shaun Oldale slagged off 
the last three Simple 
Minds albums; Neil 
Mcmillan was pro-Simple 
Minds, but admitted that 
he hadn't heard much U2 
material. Here are their 
reviews of The Joshua 
Tree 





1 More than two years 
ago, a four-piece group 
from Dublin released an 





album which has since 





oo 


become an essentiallump 
of vinyl in every sane 
human being's record 
collection. The 
Unforgettable 

Fire wont 
straight to Number Onein, 
the LP charts. A tour 
followed, and then a 
couple of charity concerts 
= then nothing for more 
than a year. 

‘The world waited 
patiently (or in some 
Eases not so patiently) 
listening to the 90-per- 
cent-crap, 10-per-cent- 
mediocre mix of music 
offered by Top Of The 
Pops etc. Finally, amid an 
abundance of publicity, 
The Joshua Tree was 
released to an expectant 
public. 

Patienceis a virtue, and 
this album's been well 
worth the wait! The 
Joshua Tree manages ta 
combine the very best of 
U2's previous LPs with a 
freshness and originality 
desperately lacking inthe 
music of their 
contemporaries 

Bono's vocals leave an 
almost indelible 
impression: packed with 
emotion, power and 
subtlety, they are 
perfectly complemented 
by The Edge's superbly 
agile guitar work, which 
is equally at home with 
the folkie feel of Red Hill 
Mining Town and the 
Echo And The 
Bunnymenish In God's 
Country, 

‘Though The Joshua 
Tree isa studio album, i 
stillsomehow manages to 
convey the spontaneous 
feeling of live recording 
This personal atmosphere 
seems to work especially 
wellon Running To Stand 
Sull,a moving and 
passionate ballad about 
rug addiction, where a 
raw, less-produced sound 
has been used 





It's tricky for me to pick 
outa favourite track, as all 
11 are so good! However, 
One Tree Hill— with its 
intriguing, hypnotically 
Tepetitive guitar and bass 
inches higher than the 
rest. ‘ 

As with The 
Unforgettable Fire, U2 
have placed their political 
views to the fore here 
the album's lyrics explore 
the miners’ strike, drug 
addiction, the work of 
Amnesty International 
(for whom they performed 
a string of charity 
concerts last year) and 
the USA's involvement in 
Central America. 

Talking of which, 
America features heavily 
onthis LP—its people and 
their attitudes, its pride, 
its vastness, and, most, 
prominently, its 
obsession with power 
and might (listen carefully 
tothe words of Bullet The 
Blue Sky — it's all fairly 
bleak stuff) 

Whatever your politics, 
you can't help but enjoy 
this record. U2 put the 
majority of today's chart- 
topping artists to shame, 
The Joshua Tree ~like its 
predecessor —is 
guaranteed to remain at 
the top of the album chart 
for some time. 

Buy it, and beg, borrow 
or steal tickets for U2's 
two Wembley Stadium 
dates in June. 

95 JIM LEAVISS 





The Joshua Tree... a 
strange name for a 
strange album. I find it 
hard to give the LP a 
general description, as it 
defies description. 

All the songs have a 
different feel and seem to 
be heading in different 
directions, but there is 
one common thread — 
they are all extremely 
atmospheric. 

‘Acouple of lively tracks 
start things off. Where 
The Streets Have No 
Name and I Still Haven't 
Found What I'm Looking 
For have tremendously 









forceful lyrics 

The single With Or 
Without You follows. 
Here The Edge uses his 
guitar very effectively and 
is complemented by 
Bono's strong voice, 

Bullet The Blue Sky is 
probably the most 
powerful track on the 
album, though Side Two's 
opener — Red Hill Mining 
Town —comes a close 
second, while my 
personal favourite is Trip 
Through Your Wires, a 
refreshingly different 
track from U2. Here 
Bono's harmonica makes 
an appearance. 

In God's Country is a 
good track but sounds too 
similar to Echo And The 
Bunnymen for my liking, 
while One Tree Hill is a 
fine song andis dedicated 
toGreg Carroll, a U2 crew 
member who died, 

Producers Eno and 
Lanois seem to have 
made a bad mistake with 
Exit. When the band 
played the song live on 
Whistle Test, they 
showed what it should 
have sounded like 
Unfortunately the first 
part of the song is 
virtually nonexistent in 
this version, and the end 
result is therefore 
disappointing. 

The Joshua Tree has 
shown a new side to U2, 
and those who liked the 
hard sound of the Boy and 
War could be 
disappointed. 
Undoubtedly many will 
compare the new LP to 
The Unforgettable Fire, 
but to my mind it sounds 
alot more like October. 

Musically amazing, 
lyrically brilliant. Among 
the best albums of the 
decade. 

95% SHAUN OLDALE 


The Joshua Tree starts 
well with Where The 
‘Streets Have No Name. A 
keyboard intro fades into 
brilliant incessant guitar 
strumming, in comes the 
bass, then drums, and 





finally Bono's voice eases 





in to accompany the 
superb backing. It's an 
excellent track, and 
promises more wonderful 
songs on the rest of the 
album. 

Side One's other 
highlights are With Or 
Without You and Running 
To Stand Still. It's hard to 
describe With Or Without 
You; the vocals here are 
particularly strong, and I 
could completely lose 
myself in it 

Bullet The Blue 
Sky somewhat disturbs 
the peace of With Or 
Without You, but it grows 
on you and the lyncs are 
very good. It 
vaguely resembles 
Simple Minds' League Of 
Nations, except it has 
lyrics: 

Side Two opens with 
Red Hill Mining Town, 
which has some 
smashing backing vocals 
and good guitar work 
Trip Through Your 
Wires is the only ‘duff’ 
track of the album. This 
begins with Bono 
showing off his skills on 
the harmonica, and after 
that the song goes 
steadily downhill. 

However, the last two 
songs — Exit and Mothers 
Of The Disappeared — are 
very good. Exit is well 
worked-out and has a 
great bass line carrying 
‘onthroughout the song. It 
starts off quietly, but 
gradually builds up to an 
ear-piercing crescendo, 
which then peters out, 
only to return again 

The album finishes 
perfectly with Mothers Of 
The Disappeared. It's a 
great tune, started on 
keyboards and then 
joined by guitar. 

Overall The Joshua 
Tree has brilliant vocals, 
brilliant backing and 
brilliant music. It leaves 
you plenty of food for 
thought, without delving 
too deeply into the 
cookery book 

Essential 
95% NEIL McMILLAN 











AND NOW it’s your turn 
Write and tellus what you 
think of Jim, Shaun and 
Neil'scomments, through 
Lloyd Mangram’s letters 
section WORD UP. 
Andrememberthatthe 
new Simple Minds album 
1s coming out in the 
middle of May. Ifyou 
fancy reviewing it, write 
to Paul Strange at L's 





Ludlow office. 
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Some of your 
favourite things|, 


(Numbers in brackets show 
last month’s position) 


CHARTS 
OW TO VOTE — AND WIN 


Just fill in the chart forms below to tell us YOUR favourites —we'll add them tothe list, and 
publish the top ten next issue! 

AND when we've done that, we'll putall the entries together in the rainbow-striped bin 
liner — and the first 20 we pick out will receive LM T-shirts in the post when they least 
expect it. (So DON’T forget to tell us your name, address and T-shirt size.) 

















YOUR TOP READS 


List your five favourite books of the moment in descending order (best first) 


5 
YOUR TOP ALBUMS 


List your five favourite albums of the moment in descending order (best first) 


YOUR TOP VIDEOS 


List your five favourite videos of the moment in descending order (best first) 


YOUR TOP FILMS 
List your five favourite films of the moment in descending order (best first) 


NEW CHART — YOUR TOP COMICS 


List your five favourite comics of the moment in descending order (best first) 


Name 
Address 


Postcode 


‘T-shirt size:[]Small []Medium [Large 
Send your forms in to: 


‘THE CHARTS, LM, PO Box 20, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB 





LM READERS’ 
TOP TEN 
READS 


Sex With Paula Yates Paula Yates (5 

Is That It? Bob Geldof (1) 

The Lord Of The Rings J R R Tolkie 

(3) 

The Hobbit J R R Tolkien 

1984 George Orwell (8) 

The Hitchhiker's Guide To The 

Galaxy Douglas Adams 

Where Have All The Bullets 

Gone? Spike Milligan 

8 Comic Relief (4) 

9 First Among Equals Jeffrey Archer 

10 Smith & Jones Coffee-Table Book M 
Smith and Griff Rhys Jones (10) 


LM READERS’ 
TOP TEN 
ALBUMS 


So Peter Gabriel (2) 

Graceland Paul Simon (1) 

The Whole Story Kate Bush 

Disco Pet Shop Boys 

Slippery When Wet Bon Jovi (3) 
Infected the The (7) 

Now That's What I Call Music 8 (6) 
World Machine Level 42 

London 0 Hull 4 The Housemartins ( 
10 Word Up Cameo 


LM READERS’ 


TOP TEN 
VIDEOS 


Back To The Future (3) 
Commando 
Terminator (1) 

Cobra (10) 

Clockwise (5) 

Rocky IV (9) 

Fright Night (8) 
Trading Places (7) 
Beverly Hills Cop (4) 
10 Absolute Beginners 


LM READERS’ 
LOK TEN FILMS 


Crocodile Dundee (1) 
Top Gun (2) 
Golden Child (5) 
The Mission (4) 
Back To The Future (8) 
Mona Lisa (7) 
The Fly 
Labyrinth (9) 
Aliens (6) 
0 Heartbreak Ridge (3) 
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‘The ‘enigmatic’ David Bowie contemplates yet another biog 


Bowie — 
the pits report 


bis Teal a 


In Other Words... 
PTC BCT 
eu ate Macalester 


NO END of Bowie biogs 
have flooded the market, 
but most — with the 
honourable exceptions of 
Roy Carr and Charles 
Shaar Murray's excellent 
critical discography David 
Bowie ~ An Illustrated 
Record and Kenneth 


Pitt's essential The Pitt 
Report —have been 
scissors-and-paste 
cuttings jobs, which 
haven't given satisfactory 
analysis of Bowie's music 
or attempted to pull the 
carpet from under the 
carefully-crafted myth. 


JAMES CAMERON 





But few books have 
been based on such a 
flimsy premise as In Other 
Words. 

In 1976, Kerry Juby 
produced a series about 
David Bowie for Capital 
Radio, based on some 30 
interviews he conducted 
with people who knew 
Bowie—everyone from his 
mum and school pals to 
key musical collaborators 
like Tony Visconti and 
Brian Eno. 

But only five percent of 
these interviews found 
their way onto the air, 
leaving Juby with 
something ofa quandary: 
what to do with all these 
dusty cassettes? 

Simple! He waited 11 
years, and now trots it all 
out in a book which he 
claims is ‘an excellent 
documentation on the life 
of David Bowie—an 
insight into this enigma 
(there’s that word 
again) of the rock 
world . .. ‘and ties its 
publication in to an 
eagerly-awaited Bowie 
album and tour 
Ingenious, 

But despite the 
exclusivity of the 
interviews, there's very 
little in this book that 
hasn't been said 
elsewhere. Ilearned far 
more about what makes 
Bowie tick from his recent 
interview with Jools 
Holland on The Tube than 
I did from this deferential 
hotchpotch of widely-cir 
culated Bowie stories —it 
only succeeds in 
prolonging a very boring 
myth which David Bowie 





must be heartily sick of, 
40% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 
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HE GUARDIA 





Cameron In 
Cece Tey 


Ere) 
CAMERON 





JAMES Cameron was till his death in 1985 the sanest 
‘small-l liberal and the best writer on The Guardian; a 
balanced but passionate man amid the absurd little 
pundits ofa self-important national press, the Auberon 
Waughs and the Andrew Lumsdens; the closest thing 
we had tothe best-selling, hilarious and serious Russell 
Baker of the New York Times. 

Now Grafton Books have brought outin paperbacka 
choice collection, Cameron In The Guardian, which 
includes some 75 columns from 1974 to 1984, Some of 
the issues, the contexts of Cameron's reporting from 
India, China and Jimmy Carter's America, are obscure 
today; but he also writes about Fleet Street, Thatcher, 
the Falklands and the small absurdities of life in a way 
which is still immediate. 

Cameron the writer was no wilting flower, and his 
taste for clever-clever aphorisms hecomes infuriating — 
but his sentences are lively, and directed to the point, 
and the occasional slick leader-page line barely 
conceals, perhaps even accents by contrast, the wicked 
wit of ‘one of the few male human beings who has never 
married Elizabeth Taylor’ 


75% BARNABY PAGE| 






























JAMES BROWN with BRUCE TUCKER 


BET Tel 
The Godfather Of Soul 


ee ee erm ier fel ae ECR) 
EVEN if he'd never 
becomea superstar, there 
would still have been 
enough material here to 
make an enthralling and 
moving autobiography 
out of James Brown's life 
his poverty-stricken 
childhood, his time in 
prison, his countless 
brushes with the law, the 
death of his son Teddy, 
and his experience of 
growing up in the South of 
the USA at such a 
turbulent time in the 
country's history. 

But add to that his 
extraordinary musical 
career, his hobnobbing 
with stars like Otis 
Redding, Muhammed Ali 
Elvis Presley, Mick Jagger 
and American Presidents 
like Richard Nixon and 
Lyndon Johnson, and 
you've got a book worth 
reading. 

Brown, 55, is at the 
ideal autobiography-writ- 
ing age—he's 
experienced but not over 
the hill, mature but not 
too old to remember, Yet 
this autobiography gives 
little real insight into the 
man’s personality, and his 
private life definitely 
takes second place to his 


‘Godfather Of Soul’ 

And it's not brilliantly 
written; it reads like a 
transcript of tape 
recordings, edited and 
assembled intoa more-or- 
less-straight 
chronological order by 
Bruce Tucker, 

Butit’s a very readable 
and uncomplicated 
volume; Brown and 
Tucker waste no time 
beating about bushes, 
and the book's divided 
into neat bite-sized 
chapters often no more 
than half-a-dozen pages 
long. 

It’s very good on the 
nitty-gritty; many 
musicians seem reluctant 
to talk about music, but 
James Brown's 
knowledge of the 
mechanics of soul, 
gospel, R&B and funk is 
immense, and (to his, 
credit) he doesn't 
underestimate his reader. 
ship's familiarity with 
music (mind you, unless 
you're interested in the 
archaeology of American 
soul and R&B the litany of 
names will probably be 
pretty meaningless). 

And he doesn't wash 
over the crucial 
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public career as the beginnings of his career; 
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we read the fascinating 
details about how Brown 
and his band got gigs, 
how much they got paid, 
how they carried their 
gear around, what the 
real, practical problems 
were. He also discusses 
his involvement in 
American Black politics. 
Brown does have a 
tendency to overestimate 
his own importance; 
there seems to have been 
no major world event in 
‘which he wasn't involved, 
He wamed Otis Redding 
not to fly the plane which 
eventually killed him; he 
averted race riots by 
going on TV and making 
appeals for calm; he 
invented funk; hecreated 
an extraordinary series of 
dances, including the 
camel walk; hecan dance, 
sing, box, act, write, 
pontificate, He probably 
invented the wheel and 
discovered penicillin, too. 
Arrogant, egotistical 
and pompous he may be, 
but when you read his 
account of his 
extraordinary life you 
can't help admiring 
James Brown, and you 
can't help the sneaking 
feeling that he's entitled 
to be boastful of his 
achievements and that 
his insistence on being 
treated at all times with 
respect (‘call me 
‘Mr Brown’) is thoroughly 
deserved, 


70% 


Sn 
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Captain Hugh 


Forward Observ: 
bombardment. 


But Falklands 
book; indeed, wi 


Raed 


longinthe pages 
on 30 April 1945, 
laden, mystery-ric 

‘A historian writ 
receives sensatio1 
and a host of char: 


Secret bunkers, 





DAVID CHEAL | 40% 


Issue Two comps 


Philippa Timms from the Isle Of Wight will be falling: 
‘out with her postman, not to mention the Sealink ferry 
people, for winning 18 signed Gerry Anderson/Channel 
5'videos, Signed copies of PRT's ten-inch EP of 
‘Anderson themes have been won by J Salway fom 
Coventry, Philip James from Cirencester, C Hedges 
fom Orpington. Stuart Mootershead from Manchester 
Mark Barlow from Cirencester (well dane, 
Cirencester!), Graham Morris {rom Harlow, 1 W 
Mitchell from Bexley, Martin Ockerby from 
Manchester, Alastair Law from Leamington Spa and 
Ms 1 Houfe from London 

ANSWERS: B.B.C.C.BA.CB.CA 


Mike Williams from Cleveland, M Metealfe from 
Stafford, TMeigh from Stafford (doyouguys know each 
other?), V Wood from Kirriomuir, Nell Bainbridge from 
Skegness, James Bailey-Lee from Castleford, Peter 
Holman from Harrogate, Andrew Fields trom Norfolk, 
‘Nicholas Harris (rom Bampton and Philip Cheesman 
from Bedlington, 

ANSWERS: Whatever you like, so long as they were 
wrong. suckers!!! 
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IT'SNOT bloodthirsty. It’s not pacifist, It's not political, 
it's not sermonising, it’s not even spectacular, 
Falklands Commando is a straightforward, apparently 
honest, human and often quite dull story of one 
professional soldier and his business. 


‘Mention In Despatches" for his work in the Falklands mundane reality of military life. McManners describes 
War in the spring of 1982, was one of the first British 
soldiers to land on the islands after the Argentinian 

invasion, He was in charge of a five-man Commando 


to enemy targets and guide the Royal Navy's 


un huee 3 
Bee Tg 


‘THE thousand-year Third Reich looks set to live that, 


Secret takes off from the premise that Hitlerdid not die 


before he can verify the facts, his daughter takes over 
join in the adventure. 


sprightly Eva Braun (the dictator's mistress) jostle for 
attention ina creaking plot which is so disappointingly 
simple and unbelievable it makes one wonder why 
Hitler bothered to survive long enough to take part-life 
inthe Reichskanzlei must have been much more action- 
packed, and Mein Kampf better-written, than this. 











fel La 


ter fe) 
Peed 


McManners, who was awarded a 


life on the Task Force ships and in the midst of the war, 
writing conversationally and giving meticulous detail, 
though he sometimes loses the nonspecialist reader in 
ation Unit, whose job was to get close _a welter of abbreviations (HDS is to CSPEP what LAW 

istoGPMG, Ithink.... ). Falklands Commando is worth 
just a glance, for its human story as much as for its 
military history. 


Commando isn'treally a shoot-em-up 
65% 


hat emerges most strongly is the BARNABY PAGE 


JEREMY WALTON 


fer) Teme yuri 
And Competition History Of 
ie ee el Tem erg 
GTFoulis 312pages £14.95 hardback 


SN CA ott Co 


‘of thriller fiction, at least. The Seventh 


THIS is a detailed account of the Ford Capri-the ‘car 
you always promised yourself’ which was launched in 
1969 and had a successful 17-year history. There's 
some fascinating information for car buffs here (did you 
know, for example, that the classic Capri Mk I shape 
was based ona prototype called GBX; or that the Capri 
was originally going to be called the Colt — till Ford 
discovered that a Japanese tractor company owned 
that name?), but unless you're potty about the car it’s 
arather stodgy read. The best chapters are the rallying 
and racing sections (with some terrific pictures of 
highly-tuned Capris in action) and the German 
background of the Capri (riveting stuff if you believed 
that the Capri was just a British car). 
60% 


and Irving Wallace constructs a fact- 
idden humdinger 4 Ja Robert Ludlum, 

iting the definitive biography of Hitler 
nal new evidence but is killed in Berlin 


racters converge on the divided city to 


, a postwar painting by Hitler and a 


OLIVER FREY PAUL STRANGE 


John Jones from Shrewsbury, Joo Berger from Bristol, 
Martin Daly {rom Kilrush, J Challenor from from Bishop's Stortford, Scott Williams from Telford, 
Shrewsbury, lan Lloyd from Eastleigh, D Fox from Gordon Garbutt from Leeds and Michael Clay from 
Windsor, Alan Garruthors from Solinull, son Gay Hull. 

from Bradford, Richard Mead from Tunbridge Wella, ANSWERS: Train/instrumont of torture/Mrs Thatcher, 
Colin Brickwood from Brandon, Ora Jacob from ‘An Officer And A Gentleman, MIG inventors 

London, Brian Nissin from London, A Kaung from 

Winchester, Richard King from Sheffield, Barbara 
‘Marshall from Wolverhampton, E Burke from 
Southwold, Steve Williamson from Wolverhampton 
and V Gardner from Bretton, 

ANSWER: The Third Man 


Bryson Middlemass from Staffordshire, Rupert Cox 


















WIN APAULAL 






‘Andi Newbound from Wakefield, A Perkins from 
Longfield, Michael Hughes from Swansea, TomLiptrot 
from Lichfield and P Rex from Richmond 
Unfortunately all the winning entries were much too 
ride and libellous to print! 










WIN A COMMANDO! 
WIN A JIGSAW! 


DE Wiggins from London, Mark Whitby from 
Warboys, T J Martin from Faversham, Dave Ellis for: 
Stockton-on-Tees, JE Smith from Bearsden, 3 
Bruckshaw from Walsall, Timothy Henry from Proston, 
P JElson from Jersey, Natasha Benning rom Swindon 
and A.J Coleman from Birmingham. 

ANSWER: The Dave Clark 5 






Michael Clay from Hull, § Rasul from Alloa, Andros 
‘Smith from Hyde, T H Hartley from Sunderland, 
Jeffrey from Sutton Coldfield, Jason Cunliffe from 
London, Barbara Betts from Northwich, Huw Beynon, 
fom Bedford, Mark Hedgson from Norwich and 
Richard Rippon {rom Tyne And Wear 

ANSWERS: Conan The Destroyer, Raw Deal, Running 
Out Of Luck, The Terminator. won(Pumping Iron) 






















win a souL! win a oucK! 








‘Mark Adams fcom Bedford, Andrew Kay from Steve Mulhall from Swansea won this crossword 
(Onmsikck Michael Crow from Wellington, Lynn. ‘competition -we published the eolution in ast month's 
Jackson {com Cheshire, Anna Burke irom Birmingham, LM. 

‘Mick McCarthy from Lancashire, A Milburn {rom 

Cleveland, Darren Ramall rom London, P Lamas rom 
Stockport and P Kelrnan from Stockport (what Sit 
‘bout Stockport, anyway?) 

ANSWER: George Lucas 




















‘We're still going through entries for this World's Worst 
Haircut comp with fine brushand comb—and the ugly 
winners will be revealed in um next month! 










CHESTS are even chestier when they wear LM, or 
something —which is why we're giving away FIVELM 
T-shirts to the warped geniuses who can solve this 
month's crossword. 

Just pop the completed crossword (ora photocopy, if 
youdon't want to cut up the mag) into an envelope with 
your name, address and T-shirt sizet and send it to: 
ONE DOWN, FOUR TO GO COMPETITION, Lm, PO 
Box 20, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB by 21 MAY: 

The first five correct entries pulled out of the nearly- 
empty LM clothing cupboard will win white cotton T 
shirts with the eye-catching, heart-stopping logo in 
glorious red, white and black. Can't be opposite of good (3. 


+ REMEMBER TO TELL US YOUR T-SHIRT SIZE! 

LM T-shirts come in Smalll (34-to-36-inch), Medium (38 
inch) and Large (40-inch) sizes. Just write S, Mor Lon 
your entry with your name and address 























17 Poss 
18 Avwniter of note like 26 Acro 
21 What Bris Gardiner want 
























20 4 1908 it or Mrs Penn, née 
23 Where ily Jeet fo 
3s Toe ima 





own whe A here's the 


SOLUTION to the 
crossword in LM Issue 
Three 











nb 
aa] Siemon 
PAB pa 


oan ae 

















5 Serotonin ia ae os 
zi mist i q ra a) 
el cua 




















Dear Lloyd, 
went out with a girl for 
over a year and I took it 
very badly when we 
broke up. Even though 
I've been out with several 
Girls since, I still love her. 
We haven't spoken for 
two years but Ihave 
caught her staring at me 
several times during 
classes. Icannotinterpret 
what this means and I 
‘wonder how I could bring 
myself to break the two 
years of silence. 
Graeme, Edinburgh 


™@ Seems to me like 
you've only got two 

choices: keep on 
wondering and worrying 
in silence, or make a 
move and see what 
develops. Either way you 
could end up just as 
miserable as you are 
now. 

‘You've got your pride 
tolose, of course, and you 
have to work outhow you 
might feel if you're 
rejected, but if were in 
love, I'd goforit—atleast 
that way, you'll have an 
‘answer, whatever it is. 
>UM 








Dear Lloyd, 
I'm 19, from Belfast, anda 
student at a London 
college. Up till a couple of 
months ago I felt really 
self-confident. I'm six 
foot, blond hair, blue eyes 
and!'veneverhad trouble 
getting a girl, Since I've 
been in London quite a 
few girls have come on 
strong, but as soonas!tell 
them I'm from Belfast 
their interest drops to 
zero. 

What do they think — 
I'm gonna put a bomb in 
their handbags? It's all, 
the more sickening when 
they tell me what a nice 
voice Ihave. I've been 
taken for American, 
Australian and even 
Scandinavian. 

‘Now I'm tempted to 
pretend I'm American for 
the meantime and break 








Have you got a problem? Perhaps 
LM's resident confessional box, 


























LLOYD MANGRAM, can help 
the news to them ifthey | looks but you can really 
get hooked on me. I'm ‘shoot a good lineon your 
losing all confidence in experiences in war-torn 
myself, sol'd be grateful | Belfast. Sodon'tlet afew 
for your views, Lloyd. idiots force you into 
Nick, London W14 phandoning: ‘your past. 
IM 
@ With so much going for 
you it does seem a 
bummerthat youloseout | Dear Lloyd, 
just because of where T'man addicted 
you come from. And it's | scribblerofSF stories and 
not as if you're trying to | I've just finished my first 
drag them home to meet | novel. How do I find out if 
the folks, is it? it is good enough for 
Seemstome,Nick,that | publication. 
your only problem is Peter, Huddersfield 
you've had a run of bad 
luck with the girls you've | l™ Good on you Pete, 
met. It can happen to 's hard worl 
anyone — even for isn't it? It only seem: 
superstudsit'snotallgo. | worthwhile if there's a 
Thelastfewwomenwho | chance of seeing your 
really came on strong work in print. 
with me were so firmly Your best idea is to get 
attached to their hold of a copy of the 
partners that I never Writers’ And Artists’ 
really stood a chance. Yearbook (published by 
‘That doesn't mean I A&C Black) —there 
thinkallthebestgirlsare | should be a copy in your 
taken —just that I'm still | local library.Ireckon it's 
free. the most useful book 
Frankly, Idon't think | around for new writers, 
you should change your | It lists all the major 
tactics or your British publishers and 
nationality. If youcome | gives details of the kind 
across as ashamed of of work they'll accept. It 
beingan Ulsterman, that | also explains how to set 
initselfisgoingtoaffect | out your manuscript. But 
howwomenthinkof you. | fora professional second 
Ifyou feel happy about —_| opinion, try finding 
yourself —and there's no | Literary Agent. Their job 
reason why you is to place novels with 
shouldn't - others are publishers and look after 
likely to feel happy and | you interests (for a fee if 
at ease with you. the novel is published). 
Tquite envy you— They usually know a > 
you've not only got good | good seller when they 
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Hassles 


jad it and can be very 
helpful in polishing your 
‘work and presentation. 

Good luck, and don't 
forget to send mea 
signed copy if it hits the 
jers list! 








Dear Lloyd, 
Ican't believe how stupid 
T’ve been. A few months 
agoI was mixed up ina 
fight at a football match 
and got nicked. I'm 19 
now and never again am1 
going to see the inside of 
acourtroom ifIcan help it. 
Igot 20 hours 
community service and 
I'm glad to have got it 
behind me. But is it? Will 
thishang around my neck 
till 'm old and grey? 
Jason, Cardiff 


Not old and grey... 
but maybe the odd 
wrinkle. For a minor 
offence like this, the 
slate is wipedclean after 
five years. That means 
you won't then have to 
declare it on job 
applications and such. 
Only if you're looking to 
be something like a 
policeman or social 
worker is your past 
never forgotten —then 
ruitment form 

yy on it that you 

have to own up to ALL 
convictions. 

>LM 











Dear Lloyd, 
T'm 17 and the problem is 
Ican't stop wanking. Ido 
it wheneverIcan but! feel 
quilty afterwards. Ijust 
can’t stop thinking about 
sex. Is there something 
‘wrong with me because I 
do it so often? 


David, Birmingham 


1 Let's get a few things 
straight. There'snothing 
wrong with wanking. It 
relieves sexual tension 
and that's all it does. It 
won't damage you, drive 
you mad, or whatever 
else you've been told. 
And what you do in 
private is no-one else’ 








guilt feelings. 
Anyway, how often is 
often? If you find you're 
cutting short your tea 
break every day fora 





quick five minutes in the 
loo or you're chatting to 
mates and have to mak 
an excuse to leave, then 
maybe you do have a 


98 0 LM day 1967 














problem — because then 
you're in danger of 
becoming obsessive 
about a harmless little 
pleasure. It would be just 
as bad if your life was 
affected by a ‘need’ to 
‘comb your hair all the 
time. 

But Idon't think you've 
got yourself into that 
state. Somehow you've 
got it into your head that 
there are rules like: once 
aweekisokay,twiceisa 
bit excessive and three 
times means you're sex 
mad. It's not like that, so 
rorrying. Anyway, 

0 different about 









Dear Lioyd, 
T've become very 
attracted to my 13-year- 
old cousin. He is a boy of 
extraordinary beauty and 
the more! thinkabout him 
the more my passion 
grows. 

tall started last 
summer when I was 
asked to help out at his 
father's business. My 
cousin wassonicethathe 
attracted me more than 
any girl, and I'm terrified 
oflosing control. Ididlose 
my head a few months 
ago and make a veiled 
pass, but fortunately he 
didn't pick it up. 

T've pretended to my 
family that don't ikethe 
work as an excuse not to 
see him, but they say I 
should be grateful that 
myunclecangivemeany 
kind of job. 

Idare not tell them the 
truth as they are very 
religious and would 
immediately demand that 
Teave home. 

‘Asa 21-year-old manI 
know I should know 
better, 

You are my only hope, 
Lloyd, please please help. 
John, London 


 Itwouldbe foolish and 
flip for me to think that 
few words will ease your 
pain, 

Writing that letter 
must have taken a lot of 
guts andI'm grateful you 
felt able to share your 
troubles with me. 

You can't control your 
feelings but you 
can control what you do 
about thom, Timagine 
yourcousindoesn'teven 
Suspect that you're 
attracted to him. He 
probably looks upto you, 
‘nd that puts him ina 





might not seem like a maybeabletoputyouin 
positive way out ofthe | touch witha group 
feel it — but like it or not, | problem, but it's better | nearer to your home. In 
you're in charge ofhow | thanchurningaworry | anycase, it'ILhelptotalk 
things develop. ‘over and over in your and I'm sure you'll be 
Ifyou thought about | mind. YoucantellFriend | glad you picked up the 
no-one except yourself | asmuchoraslittleasyou | phone. 
then youmightbe ableto | like. If you want, they LM 
manipulate a young 
boy's affection and 
admiration. You're not _| Oftenallaproblem needs: 
that kind of guy. I know | or some hard facts. 
because I've read your If life is getting you down, if you're having 
letter, You're a problems at school, college or university, if your 
responsible person and | parents are always inthe way anddon'tunderstand, 
you care too much tolet_ | ifyou'rehaving problems with personal relationships 
your own needs get outof | or you're finding it difficult to get job, you can always 
Rand.No-onehas aneasy | trymeoutforan answer. I've been everywhere, seen 
solution foryou, buthelp | it all, done it all, and messed most of it up too, so I'm 
and understanding abit of an expert. 
supportisavailablefrom |  Idon't guarantee results, but evenifhalfa problem 
people who know what | is worse than noneatall, at least it's betterthanafull- 











dose of common sense, 








you're going through. | scale disaster. 
Ring Friend, the gay ‘Write (mentioning your age) to: 
counselling service, on Lloyd Mangram, 
01-281-4970 betw Hassi 
7.30pm and 10pm any LM, PO Box 10, 
evening except Ludlow, Shropshire 
Thursdays. Talking s¥8 1DB 





ICOMING 
NEXT MONTH: 


@ Soap operas Part II M Douglas 


BMANINA ‘Hitchhiker's 
SUITCASE hits Guide’ Adams and 
Brighton his new book 

@ Drugs in sport @ The junk-food 

HLow-budget sports junkies 
cars @ Sports holidays 


PLUS 


Loads more that we 
daren’t tell you about! 


On sale 21 May 
YOU KNOW 
IT MAKES 
SENSE 











SPECIAL HALF-PRICE 
CLASSIFIED OFFER! 


[iecctiiecte 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
AD? 


‘This is a lineage ad. It has 
no border, and costs £1 
per line ~ minimum 2 
lines. There are about 5 
words to a line. Your ad 


Now YOU can reach thousands of LM 
readers EVERY MONTH with our new 
CHEAP classified ads — TWO for the 
price of ONE! 

Just fill in the coupon below (or a 
photocopy if you don't want to cut up 
the mag), send it to us with payment 
and we'll run your ad — business OR 


RUN YOUR ADIN 
LM FOR AS LITTLE 


“£2! 








private — in LM's July issue, which hits | wil be lineage unless you 
the newsagents on 18 June. (Your ad | {éllusotherwiseonthead ADR ATES 
will go in that issue as long as we 7 ZF 


Lineage: £1 per 
minimum 2 lines 
Semidisplay: £2.25 per SCC, minimum 2 cm x 
1col 
Full display: £3.15 per SCC, minimum 2 cmx 1 
col 
IMPORTANT -— PERSONAL ADS MUST have a 
box number, which costs an additional £5 for 
the first month we run the ad. The box number 
is FREE for any successive months. We'll post 
you the replies sent to the box number. 

(Sorry, you CAN'T put an address or phone 
number in a personal ad.) 

The box-number service is available for £5 to 


line (approx 5 words), 


SEMIDISPLAY. It is 
boxed off with a heading 
in bold capitals. It costs 
£2.25 per single-column 
centimetre — minimum 
jize 2 cm x 1 col. 


receive it by 25 May.) 

You can run your ad for one month — 
or two — or three — or four, taking you 
right into the autumn —allat our special 
HALF-PRICE RATES. That means you 
can get TWO months for the price of 


WHICH HEADING? 


LM Classifieds are grouped under 
headings for quick, easy reference 





THISISA 
FULL 
DISPLAY AD. 

IT HAS A BORDER 
|ALL THE WAY ROUND 
AND YOUCAN. 
INCLUDE YOUR 
COMPANYLOGO. 





It costs £3.15 per 


























Personal Services 
Records And Tapes 
Sports Equipment 
Swap Shop 

What's On (including 
gigs, exhibitions, 
clubs, etc) 

Fill in this coupon 
and send it to 
Classified Ad Dept 
Lm 

47 Gravel Hill Ludlow 
Shropshire SY8 10S 
Remember: 
adstoruninum's 
July issue must be 
received by 25 May. 








postal orders, cheques (payable to LM Ltd, with your 


name and address on the reverse) and Visa. If you're 
paying by credit card, please complete this form. 


EN 


' 
1 

1 

' 

' 

1 

' 

I 

1 

| PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH. 
| Access/Visa card no 

IL a 

| Expiry date 
1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

' 

' 

1 

1 

1 

' 

' 





anna) 
Doo 





Signature 


Cardholder's address (if not the same as 
address on classified ad form) 


Nowsfield Publications reserves the right to refuse 

amend, withdraw. of “otherwise deal with al 

Advertisements ubmitted to us at our ‘absolute 

discretion and without explanation. Alladvertisements 

must comply with the British Code Of Advertsing 

Pracuce "and ‘not contravene ‘any. regulations or 
of the law for the time being 





Proviso 









Books single-column centimetre | other private and trade advertisers, too, if 
Cars minimumsize2emxcol. | Pe cvirod 

Cheap Travel r- >¢:-- 
HiFi | TRADE ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE — if v's not ELASSI 

paiiays Abroad) WU ire ae ens cee ee a 

Holidays At Home T' at the end of your ad. Adare: 

Motorbikes 

pais PAYMENT ’ 

Be cial All advertisements must be prepaid. We accept Daytime phone 


Evening phone 3 
WHAT HEADING should your ad go under? (See list 
above.) : ‘i 

Number of WORDS 
‘Number of LINES 
Tick if SEMIDISPLAY required |] 

Tick if DISPLAY required [-] 

HOW MANY issues do you want your ad to run in? 
(Maximum four) 





TOTAL COST £ 


FILL YOUR AD IN HERE 
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IF UNDELIVERED RETURN TO: 
NEWSFIELD PUBLICATIONS LTD 
47 GRAVEL HILL 

LUDLOW 

SHROPSHIRE 

SY8 10S 


